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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
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The Willing & Obedient
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“ The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads; they shall
obtain joy and gladness.”
(Is 35:10)

CONFIRM THE FEEBLE KNEES

Joseph F. Smith

!

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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!The Promise to Zion
!

We depend on the grace of
Jesus, especially when we leave
this life. The mission of Christ,
for which He restored His
church, now depends on His
grace, too. Only He can do it.

The hope of Zion is a faint
memory to some members of
the Restoration. A City on a
Hill—Christ’s light shining from
dedicated and
obedient
disciples.
There were
times when
that hope
seemed valid
—the first
settlement of
latter-day
saints in Jackson County and
the return of the faithful during
the next generation. Even the
ordination of Fred M. Smith
kindled hope in some.
We live in a different era,
where neon lights, TVs and
tablets shine their amusements.
Could a City on a Hill be seen

amid that assortment? But our
era also brings ominous clouds.
War is breaking out around
Jerusalem. ISIS is gaining a
strong foothold
and Russia is
aiming rockets
across borders.
Ebola seems
out of control.
Zion’s
redemption is
the world’s
only solution.
Is it a false hope that the Lord
will yet set His Cornerstone in
Zion to comfort those that
mourn for the Holy City? We
think not. Amid the thunder of
clashing swords and the
invitation to sensual delights,
the angel message still trumpets,
“Repent, for the Kingdom is at hand.”

The Needed Ingredient

Restoration Saints have reached the time when reconciling our differences is the only plausible
solution to our situation. If we do not find ways to work together, where will our children worship and
what will they believe when they are on their own, especially if they live in another state?
How do we begin coming together? Very few persons can reach the same conclusion in all
instances, especially where the scriptures are concerned, but we have common ground. It is a scripture
on which we all agree. We can unite on it and build up the Kingdom of God. The scripture lists the
principles of the doctrine of Jesus Christ: “Therefore not leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on
unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God. Of the doctrine of
baptisms, of laying on of hands, and of the resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment” (Heb:1-2).
Jesus died to create His church. He set His doctrine in it. It is the doctrine of salvation for the
soul. We can come together using it as a foundation on which to build up the faith of the saints. The
faith of the Saints is very important to the Lord in these last days. He says He will be looking for it when
He returns: “Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me; he that walketh in a perfect
way, he shall serve me” (Ps 101:6).
We have wandered a long time in this desert land of contention, confusion, and division— a
place that bears no fruit. During that time we destroyed the faith of many dear saints. They left us, not
because they were attracted by false doctrine or worldliness, but because they grew tired of the
contention. If we continue in this spirit of separation and harsh judgment of one another, we will not
build faith in others. Instead, we may find that we will be lacking oil for our lamps and favor in the
Lord’s eyes. It is imperative that we begin to come together with the love of God in our hearts, if we
have a hope of finding favor with the Master when He returns. The time is come to move forward in
preparation for the day when we are called to go meet the bridegroom.
(Continued on next page)

Support Joseph

Joseph has a message and a plan. The time
of tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is
now. You, along with fellow believers, can
began preparing for it today.
Taking this message and promoting this
plan takes money. We depend on your
contributions. They will help send Joseph
where he is needed. All contributions are tax
deductible. Please send your contributions to
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013. Thank you for
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web

For those who use the Internet, you may
find up-to-date information at our website.
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or
www.jfsm.org will take you to it. You may
contact us through that site or write us at the
address to the left.

!

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.
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The Needed Ingredient
(con’t)

Apostle Paul taught that God placed spiritual gifts in the church. Do we all enjoy the same gifts
of the Spirit? And do we all profit from the gifts that come? The Bible teaches, “There are diversities of
operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to
profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To
another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to
another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues”
(1 Cor 12:6-10). How wonderful it would be if we share our spiritual gifts in brotherly love. Would that
not increase faith? If we come together with the love of Jesus Christ, we can accomplish so much.
In past gatherings people brought their own solutions. They proposed their own agendas. Most
were sincere and believed that God inspired their proposals, but none brought unity. No organizational
plan increased faith. If God truly wanted us to rebuild the Reorganized Church, would His instructions
have produced so much confusion and contention? Jesus said “Behold, this is not my doctrine, to stir up the
hearts of men with anger one against another; but this is my doctrine, that such things should be done away” (3 Ne 5:31).
Our concern should not be to reconstruct an organization, but to share each other’s burdens and build
up each other’s faith. God admonished, “Let nothing separate you from each other and the work whereunto you have
been called; and I will be with you by my Spirit and presence of power unto the end” (D&C 122:17b).
We all want to stand on God's holy mountain. We want to become that salt of the earth and
dwell in that city set on a hill—be that candle that is placed on a candlestick, that our light might shine
forth to all. We all want to glorify our heavenly Father, and show forth the praises of Him that led us out
of darkness into His marvelous light. If that is our desire, we must follow the provisions and merits that
He has provided, not our personal agendas.
Isaiah prophesied part of Jesus’ mission— a part that He did not accomplish in Judea— a part
reserved for the end times. Isaiah said, “To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion; to give unto them beauty for
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified” (Is 61:3). I mourn for Zion. I am sure that you
mourn, too. We mourn because of the condition of this Restoration movement. Yet, the Lord promised
to give beauty in the place of ashes and praise instead of heaviness. God also promises to appoint the oil
of joy for mourning. My oil of joy is found in a letter from Joseph Smith Jr., dated November 1832. I
find great hope in these words: “Yea, thus saith the still small voice, which whispereth through and pierceth all things,
and oftentimes it maketh my bones to quake while it maketh manifest, saying: 'And it shall come to pass that I the Lord God
will send one mighty and strong, holding the sceptre of power in his hand, clothed with light for a covering, whose mouth
shall utter words, eternal words, while his bowels shall be a fountain of truth, to set in order the house of God.”
My faith testifies that the Lord will accomplish all that He has purposed. He will set His church
in order and establish that beautiful Zion, that New Jerusalem, God's holy mountain.
Seeing that the Lord will set His church in order, the task laid before all the faithful saints is to
find ways to work together. What are we to work toward? We should be building up faith among the
saints. We cannot do that separated as we are. The light of the Holy Spirit working in a unified people
should shine as a beacon throughout the world. It is time for faithful saints to set aside their differences
over church organization. We have common ground in the gospel of Jesus Christ, which we are called to
preach to the nations. If we would unite to spread that good news throughout the world, we could better
support international missions and build up branches in the US. More important, we could attract those
once active in the faith who are discouraged and turned away by the bickering that we allowed to keep
us apart. May God bless us in this critical hour.
JOSEPH F. SMITH

