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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”

!
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The Willing & Obedient

z

“ The Son of Man shall come, and he shall send his angels
before him with the great sound of a trumpet, and they shall
gather together the remainder of his elect.”
(Matt 24:40)

CONFIRM THE FEEBLE KNEES

Joseph F. Smith

!

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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!The Promise to Zion
!

We depend on the grace of
Jesus, especially when we leave
this life. The mission of Christ,
for which He restored His
church, now depends on His
grace, too. Only He can do it.

The redemption of Zion is a
monumental effort. As blessed
as the early saints were, they
could not do it. Joseph
explained that
the task
requires
heavenly help.
He taught
“The Son of
Man shall send
forth his angels.
All these
authoritative
characters will
come down and join hand in hand in
bringing about this work . . . Thus
angels come down, combine together to
gather their children. We cannot be
made perfect without them, nor they
without us.”
While the church might have
been able to redeem Zion, if

her members had been
obedient, that opportunity is
gone. The specified area is
occupied by many who are not
interested in
following Jesus
or submitting
to His will.
Isaiah foresaw a time of
judgment and
burning in
which “they that
are left in Zion,
and he that remaineth in Jerusalem,
shall be called holy” (Is 4:2). God
will preserve His people. He
will send righteousness from
heaven. That righteousness is
the angelic host. They will
gather and preserve the
righteous and send the unjust
away (Matt 13:51).

The Children’s Bread

Many members of the Restoration today are bewildered and disheartened. Sometimes, we
struggle to understand the full purpose of this movement or how we fit into the Lord’s work. The clouds
of confusion can make it hard for us to understand how our Lord will successfully accomplish His work.
Our Lord’s foremost purpose—the central desire for what He is doing—is the gathering of His
people, Israel. Even during a prophesied time of tribulation, He clearly states that He will intervene to
gather His people” “Righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out my own elect
from the four quarters of the earth unto a place which I shall prepare; a holy city, that my people may gird up their loins, and
be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New
Jerusalem” (D&C 36:12f-g).
The Book of Mormon contains many promises and prophecies that help us understand the
Lord’s goals. One is the promise of the city New Jerusalem. Moroni explains that this city will be the
habitation of those who have been washed in the blood of the Lamb—the holy sanctuary of the Lord
(Ether 6:3, 10). To me, this is one of the most beautiful parts of the Book of Mormon—the fullness of
the good news it contains. The promise that the Lord will prepare a place for the gathering of God’s
children is the bread that feeds the Lord’s followers—that nourishes the hope and faith of His children.
The gospel reports an important incident in the life of Jesus. As He sojourned in the coasts of
Tyre and Sidon, “a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O
Lord, thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. But he answered her not a word. And his disciples
came and besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us. He answered, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep
of the house of Israel. Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. But he answered and said, It is not
meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs. And she said, Truth, Lord; yet the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from
the master's table. Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith;
(Continued on next page)

Support Joseph

Joseph has a message and a plan. The time
of tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is
now. You, along with fellow believers, can
began preparing for it today.
Taking this message and promoting this
plan takes money. We depend on your
contributions. They will help send Joseph
where he is needed. All contributions are tax
deductible. Please send your contributions to
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013. Thank you for
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web

For those who use the Internet, you may
find up-to-date information at our website.
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or
www.jfsm.org will take you to it. You may
contact us through that site or write us at the
address to the left.
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Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.
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The Children’s! Bread (con’t)

“be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour” (Matt 15:21-27).
While this woman stood the test of her faith and received her requested rewarded, the account
contains two phrases to which I want to draw your attention. The first is: “I am not sent but unto the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.” Gathering the lost sheep of Israel is the Lord primary purpose. His Father
gave it to Him. The prophet explained, “It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of
Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel; I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation
unto the end of the earth” (Is 49:6). Restoring the preserved of Israel is Jesus’ central task.
God expelled Israel from the promised land between 744 and 721 BC. They languished in the
wilderness as they migrated from Scythia, their place of initial exile, to the west—to northwestern
Europe and the isles of the sea. In those wildernesses they found Jesus’ grace. The Bible prophesied,
“The people which were left of the sword found grace in the wilderness; even Israel, when I went to cause him to rest” (Jer
31:2). Elsewhere it said, “The isles shall wait upon me, and on mine arm shall they trust” (Is 51:5).
When God scattered Israel, He mixed them with other nations, primarily with the Gentiles. The
prophets foretold, “Israel is swallowed up; now shall they be among the Gentiles as a vessel wherein is no pleasure”
(Hos 8:8). Elsewhere they said, “ They of Ephraim shall be like a mighty man . . . I will sow them among the people;
and they shall remember me in far countries” (Zech 10:7, 9). When the Reformation returned Europeans to the
Bible, it brought them under Jesus’ grace. Tens of thousands fled to America in hopes of completing
the Reformation. Many of Israel’s descendants were among those coming to the New World. Jesus sent
the fullness of His gospel, restored His church and commissioned priesthood to gather them.
Israel, or Ephraim as the Bible also called the Northern kingdom, has become intoxicated by the
wealth and power that America has provided. God enriched them that they might build the holy city—
that they might become a righteous nation. He sent Joseph Smith with others to invite them, but
America refused. Jesus predicted, “They made light of the servants, and went their ways; one to his farm, another to
his merchandise; and the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them” (Matt 22:5-6).
The woman of Canaan asked Jesus to heal her daughter. The Savior explained that His Father
had only sent Him to Israel’s lost sheep. She reminded Him that “the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from the
master's table.” By healing her daughter, Jesus showed that His blessings extend to all who believe. Those
who are not of the tribes of Israel have opportunity for salvation through Jesus. The Savior said,”Come
unto me, and be baptized in my name, that ye may receive a remission of your sins, and be filled with the Holy Ghost, that
ye may be numbered with my people, who are of the house of Israel” (3 Ne 14:3). All must enter by the gate,
Gentile and Israelite alike.
When Jesus answered the woman, He said,“It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to
dogs.” The bread of the children of Israel is the primary promise God made to them. The work of Jesus
Christ is to fulfill those promises: to gather them, to cleanse them and to establish the holy city—Zion—
among them. He will yet build the New Jerusalem on the appointed land spot.
Jesus told Peter, “Feed my sheep” (John 21:16). He told the latter-day apostles, “Feed my sheep” (D&C
105:6a). He wants His servants to feed His children—the lost sheep of Israel—the bread of the
kingdom. He wants them nourished with their redemption through Christ, the promise of Zion and the
gathering of His children to it. It is from the banquet table spread before gathered Israel that the
blessings flow to the nations of the world. The third world is awakening to the gospel invitation. The
Lord will blesses them, but that can only happen as the children of the kingdom are properly nourished
and strengthened. What are we doing to feed the children of the kingdom? Are we gathering them
together so that their overflow blesses the world? Or are we keeping them apart?
Joseph F. Smith

PREPARING THE FAITHFUL FOR A TIME

OF

TRIBULATION AND ZION’S

JOSEPH SMITH Ministries
PO Box 774
Blue Springs, MO 64013
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