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Joseph F. Smith 

is the son of Arthur Smith, the 
grandson of Alexander Smith, 
and the great-grandson of 
Joseph Smith, Jr.  He comes in 
Christ’s name to invite all 
those who believe in the Book 
of Mormon and the restored 
gospel to prepare for Zion’s 
redemption. 
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    Jesus asked His disciples if  
they were able “to be baptized with 
the baptism that I am baptized 
with?” (Matt 20:21)  Not much 
later, He stood 
before false 
accusers and 
held His 
tongue.  He 
resisted calling 
heaven’s host 
to rescue Him 
and perfected 
our salvation. 

   Peter denied Him and the rest 
went fishing.  After the Holy 
Ghost descended on them, they 
were sufficiently armed with 
righteousness to bear their 
testimony throughout the world 
and seal it in martyrdom. 

   The Book of  Mormon 
promises that God will arm His 

saints with righteousness.  Jesus 
resisted using that power to save 
Himself  and saved the world.  
His apostles followed their 

Savior’s 
example and 
spread the 
gospel. 

   The time of  
Zion’s redemp-
tion is drawing 
near, but those 
who will be 
armed with 

righteousness—empowered to 
live Zionicly—must be baptized 
with the same baptism as Jesus.  
They must willingly sacrifice for 
Zion’s redemption.  That 
cannot happen while the saints 
cling to their personal solutions.  
They must lay them down and 
work together in unity. 
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z The Willing & Obedient z 
    “The power of the Lamb of God, that it descended upon the saints 
of the church of the Lamb . . . And they were armed with righteous-
ness and with the power of God in great glory.”          (1N 3:230-231)
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“ L A Y  D O W N  T H E  F E N C E S  A N D  F I N D  C O M M O N  G R O U N D ”

The Promise to Zion  
      We depend on the grace of 
Jesus, especially when we leave 
this life.  The mission of Christ, 
for which He restored His 
church, now depends on His 
grace, too.  Only He can do it. 

ARMED WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS



They Built Churches to Themselves
	 What a marvelous blessing it was when Jesus Christ appeared to the Nephites after three days 
and nights of  utter darkness.  Imagine the profound astonishment they felt when He descended from 
heaven, announced who He was and asked each person, one by one, to feel the wound in His side and 
the nail prints in His hands and feet.  Then, He healed those who were crippled, lame or afflicted.  They 
listened to Him teach His doctrine and define His gospel.  They watched Him call His disciples, set up 
His church and establish His priesthood.  They saw Him bless their children and serve the wine and 
bread.  They heard Him teach the principle of  the sacrament and expound many scriptures. 
	 The people who saw these events were so overwhelmed that they bathed the Savior’s feet with 
their tears.  Jesus was overjoyed, too.  Before He ascended He told them, “My joy is great, even unto fullness, 
because of  you, and also this generation; yea, and even the Father rejoiceth, and also all the holy angels . . . and none of  
them are lost; and in them I have fullness of  joy” (3N 13:7).  In keeping with Jesus’ prophecy, the Nephites 
enjoyed three generations of  righteousness, peace and happiness. 
	 The Lord looked beyond those generations.  He disclosed, “It sorroweth me because of  the fourth 
generation from this generation, for they are led away captive by him, even as was the son of  perdition; for they will sell me 
for silver, and for gold, and for that which moth doth corrupt, and which thieves can break through and steal” (3N 13:9).  
It happened just as Jesus said: “In this two hundred and first year, there began to be among them those who were lifted 
up in pride, such as the wearing of  costly apparel, and all manner of  fine pearls, and of  the fine things of  the world.  And 
from that time forth they did have their goods and their substance no more common among them, and they began to be divided 
into classes, and they began to build up churches unto themselves, to get gain, and began to deny the true church of  
Christ” (4N 1:25-28). 
	 I marveled at how soon these saints wandered away from the Lord.  They quickly forgot the 
marvelous experiences they had enjoyed and failed to realize what made      (Continued on next page)

Support Joseph 
    Joseph has a message and a plan.  The time 
of  tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is 
now.  You, along with fellow believers, can 
began preparing for it today.  
    Taking this message and promoting this 
plan takes money.  We depend on your 
contributions.  They will help send  Joseph 
where he is needed.  All contributions are tax 
deductible.  Please send your contributions to 
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box 
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013.  Thank you for 
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web 
    For those who use the Internet, you may 
find up-to-date information at our website. 
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or 
www.jfsm.org will take you to it.  You may 
contact us through that site or write us at the 
address to the left. !

Want Your own Newsletter? 
    If  you are not receiving your own 
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or 
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html
http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html
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them prosperous.  This also happened to the early Christians in the Old World.  Paul told the Galatians: 
“I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of  Christ unto another gospel; which is not 
another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of  Christ” (Gal 1:6-7). 
	 Christ’s appearance among the Nephites and the golden age of  righteous prosperity that followed 
for the next three generations causes me to think about the Restoration movement. The latter-day work 
began with my great-grandfather’s vision in 1820.  The Lord appeared to him almost 200 years ago.  Just 
like the heavenly Father told the Nephites, “Behold, my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (3N 5:8), He 
told Joseph Smith, “This is my beloved Son, hear him.”  Although Joseph testified of  his remarkable 
experience, translated the Book of  Mormon by the gift and power of  the Holy Ghost and revealed the 
appointed place for the Holy City, the majority of  people disbelieved.  Despite this difference, God still 
poured out His blessings on both the church and the nation.  Spiritual gifts returned and the saints were 
occasionally lifted into heavenly places.  Light not only broke forth to reveal spiritual things, but 
knowledge advanced with mind-boggling speed. 
	 We are at the end of  the third and fourth generation.  I am a member of  the third generation if  
you leave out Joseph’s generation and the fourth if  you count it.  Either way, I am an old man and almost 
200 years have transpired.  What is the condition of  the Restoration movement? 
	 From my vantage point, I see the saints, as well as the citizens of  this nation, repeating the same 
errors that paved the way for the Nephite’s destruction.  It appears to me that some have sold the 
Savior’s gospel for silver.  We have given up on all things common—on the building up of  Zion.  We 
have also divided ourselves.  As far as the saints are concerned we are all in different boxes with fences 
keeping us apart.  Perhaps some of  us have become prideful because of  our riches or or learning. 
	 I find hope in the midst of  this indictment.  Before the church was broken up and its members 
driven from Nauvoo, the Lord reluctantly accepted the saints offering that they made in Jackson County.  
Then, He announced, “It behooveth me to require that work no more at the hands of  those sons of  men, but to accept of  
their offerings; and the iniquity and transgression of  my holy laws and commandments, I will visit upon the heads of  those 
who hindered my wok unto the third and fourth generation” (D&C 107:15b).  Church members who disobeyed the 
commandments (and there were many) hindered Zion’s establishment.  Judgment came on the church in 
1844 and we broke apart.  Another revelation tells me that when the judgment ends on the church, it will 
befall the world (D&C 105:9-10).  We already see many disasters ready to bring world-wide destruction. 
	 When God’s judgment  smites the world, those who do not want to fight their neighbor must 
have a city of  refuge to which they can flee.  The revelation states, “It shall come to pass, among the wicked, 
that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbor, must needs flee unto Zion for safety” (D&C 45:13a).  
That prophecy tells me that Zion must be redeemed in order for there to be a city of  refuge at that time. 
	 Since my great-grandfather’s death, the saints have been divided into classes.  The Restoration 
movement is split into individual groups, each with rules and regulations that tend to fence out those who 
are our brothers and sisters.  Sometimes, we even fail to practice charity with one another and have lost 
the feeling of  brotherhood that should exist.  Some fight to maintain their own agenda. 
	 What about God's agenda?  He will redeem Zion.  He said, “Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and 
her converts with righteousness” (Is 1:27).  Zion’s redemption means that her converts will be redeemed with 
righteousness.  We cannot be righteous and remain in our classes.  If  we want to be a part of  Zion’s 
redemption, we must become one.  God told us, “Be one; and if  ye are not one, ye are not mine” (D&C 38:6a).  	
	 I don’t know if  the time is short, but the long-expected judgment looks very near to me.  I am 
asking the saints to consider where they are.  If  they find themselves fenced off  from other believers, 
please lay those fences down.  It’s time!                                                              Joseph F. Smith

They Built Churches to Themselves (con’t)


