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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the
people round about, when they shall be in the siege both against
Judah and against Jerusalem.”
(Zech 12:2)

ARMED WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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The Promise to Zion
We depend on the grace of
Jesus, especially when we leave
this life. The mission of Christ,
for which He restored His
church, now depends on His
grace, too. Only He can do it.

So many perils threaten our
world: terrorism, ebola,
weakening economies, ISIS,
Putin, Ukraine and Mid-East
unrest. They
are part of the
judgment
befalling the
Gentiles.
Before the
organization
of the church
the Lord
revealed, “I
must bring forth the fullness of my
gospel from the Gentiles unto the house
of Israel.” (D&C12:5b) God sent
the first elders to preach the
restored gospel to the Gentiles.
As they did, they gathered many
descendants of Israel that were
scattered among them. Others
remain. The Gentiles nations

rejected the angel message,
incurring God’s wrath.
Jesus revealed that when “the
times of the Gentiles shall be
fulfilled” the
nations will be
perplexed,
adding, “When
these things begin
to come to pass,
then look up and
lift up your heads,
for the day of
your redemption
draweth nigh.” (Luke 21:27)
Conditions will get worse until
the Gentiles are destroyed, but
God will use the coming
desolation to redeem His
people. He will purge them of
all ungodliness. We hope to
help prepare the saints for that
purifying redemption.

The Conversion of the Jews

Sometimes in studying the scriptures, we come upon a verse that triggers an interest in a side
issue. I find such a verse in Ether 6:11. The previous verse describes the New Jerusalem that will be set
upon this land, but this passage mentions the Jerusalem in Judea. What interests me is the promise,
“Then cometh the Jerusalem of old; and the inhabitants thereof, blessed are they, for they have been washed in the blood of
the Lamb.” What jumps out to my eyes is the promise they would be “washed in the blood of the Lamb.”
Before the Jews can be washed in the Lamb’s blood they must receive Jesus Christ as the Son of
God. They must repent of their sins, demonstrate their repentance by being baptized and receive the
Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands from one having authority.
This creates a question for me for which I have found answers in the Old Testament and Book of
Mormon. Concerning the Jews: “After he should manifest himself, they should scourge him and crucify him . . .
behold the judgments of the Holy One of Israel shall come upon them. And the day cometh that they shall be smitten and
afflicted . . . Nevertheless, the Lord will be merciful unto them, that when they shall come to the knowledge of their Redeemer,
they shall be gathered together again to the lands of their inheritance.” (2N 5:25-29) (Also read 2N 11:26)
The Old Testament prophets foretold disasters that would destroy Jerusalem. David mournfully
sang, “O God, the heathen are come into thine inheritance; thy holy temple have they defiled; they have laid Jerusalem on
heap . . . We are become a reproach to our neighbors, a scorn and derision to them that are round about us. How long, Lord?
wilt thou be angry forever? shall thy jealousy burn like fire?” (Ps 79:1-5) Jeremiah lamented, “How doth the city sit
solitary, that was full of people! how is she become as a widow! she that was great among the nations . . . She hath none to
comfort her . . . Judah is gone into captivity because of affliction, and because of great servitude; she dwelleth among the
heathen, she findeth no rest.” (Lam 1:1-3) (Also read Is 1:1-7 ) Those events happened in 600 BC
Jesus summed up the many scriptural references describing the punishment of the Jews in these
familiar words: “When ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies,
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Support Joseph

Joseph has a message and a plan. The time
of tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is
now. You, along with fellow believers, can
began preparing for it today.
Taking this message and promoting this
plan takes money. We depend on your
contributions. They will help send Joseph
where he is needed. All contributions are tax
deductible. Please send your contributions to
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013. Thank you for
your support.
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www.jfsm.org will take you to it. You may
contact us through that site or write us at the
address to the left.
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The Conversion of the Jews (con’t)
then know that the desolation thereof is nigh . . . For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written maybe
fulfilled . . . For there shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon this people. And they shall fall by the edge of the
sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations; and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times
of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” (Luke 21:19-23)
The Jews suffered the promised punishment from 70 AD, when Titus conquered Jerusalem and
razed the Temple, until this generation. Despite almost 2000 years of wandering among nations as
outcasts, they retained their identity and their cultural ties, just as the Lord promised. Jeremiah said, “I
am with thee,saith the Lord, to save thee; though I make a full end of all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet will I not
make a full end of thee; but I will correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunished.” (Jer 30:11)
I am interested in how the Lord with complete this correction. The Book of Mormon answers,
“After they have been scattered, and the Lord God hath scourged them by other nations, for the space of many
generations . . . until they shall be persuaded to believe in Christ, the Son of God, and the atonement, which is infinite for all
mankind; and when that day shall come, that they shall believe in Christ, and worship the Father in his name, with pure
hearts, and clean hands, and look not forward anymore for another Messiah, then, at that time, the day will come that it
must needs be expedient that they should believe these things.” (2N 11:26-27)
The key to restoring the Jews to their lands of inheritance in peace and safety is their conversion
to Christ. Isaiah describes their blindness, not just the Jews, but all Israel’s: “The ox knoweth his owner, and
the ass his master's crib; but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider.” (Is 1:3) Although Jesus performed
many mighty miracles, the Jews as a nation did not accept Him as the Son of God. They said, “We have
Moses. and the prophets.” (Lu 14:35) “As for this man, we know not from whence he is.” (John 9:29). Their
reaction reminds me of the verse: “A bible, a bible, we have a bible and there cannot be any more bible.” (2N 12:45)
If the Jews rejected Jesus when He lived among them, the Lord must do something special—
something strange—to convert them. One of the prophets foretold, “I will seek to destroy all the nations that
come against Jerusalem . . . And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of
grace and of supplications; and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one
mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. (Zech 12:9-10)
I wanted to know the full meaning of grace. The New World Dictionary defines grace: “The
unmerited love and favor of God toward man: Divine influence acting in man to make him pure and morally strong.”
Would not the spirit of grace acting upon the Jews convert them to the truth? To open their eyes to the
majesty of the work of God's hands? To see beyond the clouds that the adversary constructs? To
comprehend the true beauty of God's plan of salvation? To worship the Christ? How will this spirit of
grace come? How will they hearken to it?
Again the prophets give the answer: “Smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered; and I will turn
mine hand upon the little ones. And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the Lord, two parts therein shall be cut
off and die; but the third shall be left therein. And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver
is refined, and will try them as gold is tried; they shall call on my name, and I will hear them; I will say, It is my people;
and they shall say, The Lord is my God.” (Zech 13:7-9)
Jesus Christ is the Shepherd. The Jews smote Him, demanding His crucifixion. Therefore, the
sheep (that is, the Jews) were scattered until, as Jesus prophesied, the times of the Gentiles were fulfilled.
That happened when the Jews (modern day Israel) regained control of Jerusalem. Although they are
restored to the lands of their inheritance, the spirit of grace has not fallen on them. Zechariah helps us
understand how that glorious event will happen. He prophesied, “Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, and thy
spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be
taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished;
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and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city.” (Zech 14:1-2)
The time will come when Jerusalem will be invaded. Today every nation around Israel wants the Jewish state
destroyed. According to the prophet, in the day of the Lord, Jerusalem shall be invaded. Half the city shall
fall, but the rest preserved.
The prophet adds important information: “It shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the Lord, two parts
therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein. And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine
them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried; they shall call on my name, and I will hear them; I will say, It is my
people; and they shall say, The Lord is my God.” (Zech 14:8-9)
During this terrible war, for which we may see preparations underway now, the invading nations will
consume two-thirds of either present-day Israel’s territory or population. God will save Judah from those
devastating armies, many of whom will also fight against Zion. Isaiah promised, “No weapon that is formed against
thee shall prosper.” (Is 54:17). God will intervene and save both Zion and Jerusalem. Joel revealed, “I will remove
far off from you the northern army and will drive him into a land barren and desolate.” (Joel 2:20).
When God saves the Jews from obvious defeat, they will repent and recognize Jesus Christ as their
Lord. Having been converted to the Son of God, whom they pierced and crucified, they will receive the
baptism of water and the Holy Ghost and be washed in the blood of the Lamb. The vast destruction that
attends this prophesied war and the Lord’s marvelous salvation will fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy: “It shall come to
pass, they that are left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even everyone that is written among the
living in Jerusalem; When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of
Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning.” (Is 4:2-3)
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