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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder.”
(Is 9:6)

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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The Promise to Zion
We depend on the grace of
Jesus, especially when we leave
this life. The mission of Christ,
for which He restored His
church, now depends on His
grace, too. Only He can do it.

God restored His church in
1830 to prepare the world for
Christ’s return and to bring
forth the kingdom of God. He
said, “May the
kingdom of God
go forth, that the
kingdom of
heaven may
come” (65:1f).
The Lord
appointed the
place for the
holy city in
1831, but the saints of that
generation failed to be
sufficiently obedient. As
prophesied, they were cast out
of the land and “scourged from city
to city, and from synagogue to
synagogue, and but few shall stand to
receive an inheritance” (D&C
63:8e).

The faithful returned to the
land of Zion, either with the
Church of Christ or the
Reorganization, but they
polluted “their
inheritances”
(D&C 100:3c)
as foretold.
Today,
faithful latterday saints are
faced with the
overwhelming
task of
building up the kingdom of
God on the appointed place.
Our inability to undertake this
task will not prevent God from
accomplishing it. His Son,
whose birth we celebrate now,
will complete His father’s work
just as surely as He left His
heavenly throne to redeem us.

The Work of God’s Hands

We customarily direct our attention during the month of December to the birth of Jesus Christ.
We hear carols and comments about His nativity everywhere. I want to use the opportunity to look at
the individual whose birth the whole Christian world celebrates, not to add my views to the collection
already in circulation about that history, but to examine the work of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
Isaiah foretold His mission: “And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall
grow out of his roots; and the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord” (Isa11:1-2). I understand that the “rod” that
came forth out of Jesse points to King David, who ruled over the kingdom of Israel. The books of the
Gospels tell us that the Branch that grew out of his (or David’s) roots is Jesus Christ. Please note that the
blessings of the Lord that would rest on the Branch include the spirit of the Lord, the spirit of wisdom,
understanding, counsel, and knowledge. Further, He was to have “the fear of the Lord.” I believe the fear
of the Lord means obedience to God. Jesus was obedient to His Father, who sent Him into this world.
He told the ancient Americans, “I have suffered the will of the Father in all things from the beginning.” (3 N 5:12)
Christianity has extensively documented history of Jesus on the cross and the purpose of His
sacrifice, but that is not all Jesus will accomplish. Consider David’s prayer: “Draw me not away with the
wicked, and with the workers of iniquity, which speak peace to their neighbors, but mischief is in their hearts. Give them
according to their deeds, and according to the wickedness of their endeavors; give them after the work of their hands; render to
them their desert. Because they regard not the works of the Lord, nor the operation of his hands, he shall destroy them, and
not build them up” (Ps 28:3-5). David asks salvation from the plight that awaits those who do not respect
their Creator.
Jesus came to save those who appreciate and revere God: “Jesus said unto them, My meat is to do the
will of him who sent me, and to finish his work” (John 4:36). What is His Father’s work? John reported, “For
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Taking this message and promoting this
plan takes money. We depend on your
contributions. They will help send Joseph
where he is needed. All contributions are tax
deductible. Please send your contributions to
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013. Thank you for
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web

For those who use the Internet, you may
find up-to-date information at our website.
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or
www.jfsm.org will take you to it. You may
contact us through that site or write us at the
address to the left.

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

The Work of God’s Hands (con’t)
God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved” (John 3:17).
Jesus added, “This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent” (John 6:29). The work of Jesus
Christ is to save the righteous from the wicked—to save those who believe in Him from those who
disregard the Father. Because of Him mankind will successfully fulfill their creation. None will be lost
except those sons of perdition. We see this plan revealed in many Old Testament prophecies and the
historical events surrounding them.
Wickedness seems to have prevailed from Adam until Abraham, but God finds in this faithful
patriarch a person from whom He can raise up servants to help save the human race. He then makes a
covenant with Abraham unlike any that He made before.
“And this covenant I make, that thy children may be known among all nations. Neither shall thy name any more be
called Abram, but thy name shall be called Abraham; for, a father of many nations have I made thee. And I will make thee
exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come of thee, and of thy seed.” (Gen 17:9-10)
“That in blessing I will bless thee; and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven, and as the
sand which is upon the seashore. And thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all the nations of
the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.” (Gen 22:21-22)
God extended this covenant to Isaac and Jacob, whose name was changed to Israel, and then
passed it on to the twelve tribes of Israel. God told the Hebrews,
This day the Lord thy God hath commanded thee to do these statutes and judgments; thou shalt therefore keep and
do them with all thine heart, and with all thy soul. Thou hast avouched the Lord this day to be thy God, and to walk in his
ways, and keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his judgments, and to hearken unto his voice; and the Lord hath
avouched thee this day to be his peculiar people, as he hath promised thee, and that thou shouldest keep all his
commandments; and to make thee high above all nations which he hath made, in praise, and in name, and in honor; and that
thou mayest be a holy people unto the Lord thy God, as he hath spoken. (Deut 26:16-19)
I have highlighted several phrases to develop a picture of the plan that God developed through
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It promises the Children of Israel: 1) Their children may be known among
all nations; 2) They are His peculiar people; 3) He will make them high above all nations: 4) They will be
a holy people unto the Lord, and 5) In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.
Today, we often think the Lord will do something during our time or according to our schedule.
It never happens that way. In Old Testament times some events transpired in short periods of time, such
as the Exodus from Egypt, leading Israel to the mountain and giving them the commandments. Yet the
trip to the promised land took 40 years. Fulfilling the entire plan of God takes much longer—thousands
of years, yet it will come to pass!
When God sent His Son into the world to implement His plan, Christ further revealed how Israel
will help save believers. Jesus taught, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, I give unto you to be the salt of the earth; but if
the salt shall lose its savor, wherewith shall the earth be salted? the salt shall thenceforth be good for nothing, but to be cast
out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Verily, verily, I say unto you, I give unto you to be the light of the world; a city
that is set on a hill cannot be hid. Behold, do men light a candle and put it under a bushel? Nay, but on a candlestick; and
it giveth light to all that are in the house. Therefore, let your light so shine before this world, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven” (Matt 5:15-18). Peter further explained their responsibility in
speaking to believing Israelites: “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people;
that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light” (1 Pet 2:9).
These scriptures tell us that the Lord will establish a righteous example to the world, where
believers are protected from the wicked and show the glory of God in its magnificence and marvelous
light. I treasure the following prophecy describing this holy kingdom set on the top of the mountains in

The Work of God’s Hands (con’t)

the last days. To me, mountains represent governments. God will make it high above all nations. “But in the last
days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall
be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it. And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths; for
the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem” (Mic 4:1-2).
According to this prophecy once God establishes the house of the Lord, He will draw people it. There
they can learn of His ways and have the opportunity to walk in His paths. This is the work that the
Restoration is called to perform. This is a work that Jesus will complete. We have an opportunity to assist.
When God brings forth His holy kingdom and people flow to it, the earth will be covered with the
knowledge of the Lord as Isaiah foresaw (Is 11:11). Believers will readily be distinguished from the wicked,
who will seek their destruction. Isaiah also revealed, “When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord
shall lift up a standard against him. And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob,
saith the Lord” (Is 59:20). Jesus will come to save all those who believe on Him and reign in their midst on King
David’s throne. The work of God will be complete.
I have given a brief picture of the work of God's hands. In fact, I have just touched the high points of
a marvelous story well worth the study. I pray that we can learn to work together in this holy enterprise before
the day is spent.
Joseph F. Smith
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