
Joseph F. Smith 
is the son of Arthur Smith, the 
grandson of Alexander Smith, 
and the great-grandson of 
Joseph Smith, Jr.  He comes in 
Christ’s name to invite all 
those who believe in the Book 
of Mormon and the restored 
gospel to prepare for Zion’s 
redemption. 
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   For almost 1900 years the 
Jews had been banished from 
Jerusalem.  Like scattered sheep 
they wandered among the 
nations, 
sometimes 
suffering 
greatly, until 
Britain and 
America 
helped them 
regain that 
Holy City.  
During much 
of  the last two 
generations the clarion cry of  
faithful Jews was, “Next year in 
Jerusalem.” 

   The saints were forcibly 
expelled from the land of  Zion  
over four generations ago, yet, 
according to the promise, they 
returned the in next generation 

with songs of  redeeming love.  
Despite that fulfillment they 
have yet to build up its waste 
places.  Most have forgotten the 

commission 
and the rest do 
not know how.  
We need a 
deliverer. 

   Many believe 
that God will 
intervene and 
redeem Zion, 
but have we 

seriously considered what that 
means for us?  Isaiah said that 
He would redeem Zion with 
judgment (Is 1:27). 

   In this issue Joseph gives some 
very wise counsel for those 
wanting to prepare for Zion’s 
redemption.  Is this the year it 
will be?  Are we prepared?

z The Willing & Obedient z 
    “The Redeemer shall come to Zion, and to them that are turned 
from transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord.”                       (Is 59:20)
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The Promise to Zion  
      We depend on the grace of 
Jesus, especially when we leave 
this life.  The mission of Christ, 
for which He restored His 
church, now depends on His 
grace, too.  Only He can do it. 

NEXT YEAR IN ZION



The State of the Restoration
	 The new year gives me an opportunity to look at where the Restoration movement is and how its 
members are discharging their responsibilities.  I have encountered some who have become frustrated; 
some in despair.  Others have turned to different churches and embraced their theology.  Others drift 
along without grasping the magnificent work that God's hands are doing in these last days.  Then, there 
are groups that have undervalued the merits and stopped using the provisions that the Lord gave for 
bringing forth the promised Holy City, the New Jerusalem.  No where do I see dedicated saints building 
up Zion on the consecrated spot. 
	 I do not believe that hope will end or the work fail.  The Lord promised, “The works, and the designs, 
and the purposes of  God, cannot be frustrated, neither can they come to naught, for God doth not walk in crooked paths; 
neither doth he turn to the right hand nor to the left; neither doth he vary from that which he hath said; therefore his paths are 
straight and his course is one eternal round.  Remember, remember, that it is not the work of  God that is frustrated, but the 
work of  men” (D&C 2:1a-2a). 
 	 I have an anchor for my faith.  It is the revelation that my God is unchangeable.  That which He 
purposes He will accomplish.  He provided us with the necessary material to bring forth the Holy City 
and appointed the spot for Zion.  He revealed the Book of  Mormon, a powerful tool to bring people to 
Christ and gather His followers into His kingdom.  His revelations provide directives and spiritual 
strength, giving a clear understanding of  what He wants done.  He sent angels to restore the authority of  
the priesthood.  Yet, we still fail to push forward the work of  God's hands.  Our forefathers left the “ship 
of  Zion” beached, high and dry on the sands of  disobedience and negligence, and we have been unable 
to dislodge it from that shore. 
	 In 1833 the saints were driven out of  the land of  Zion.  The Doctrine and Covenants tells us 
why: “Behold, I say unto you, there were jarrings, and contentions, and envyings                 (Continued on next page)

Support Joseph 
    Joseph has a message and a plan.  The time 
of  tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is 
now.  You, along with fellow believers, can 
began preparing for it today.  
    Taking this message and promoting this 
plan takes money.  We depend on your 
contributions.  They will help send  Joseph 
where he is needed.  All contributions are tax 
deductible.  Please send your contributions to 
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box 
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013.  Thank you for 
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web 
    For those who use the Internet, you may 
find up-to-date information at our website. 
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or 
www.jfsm.org will take you to it.  You may 
contact us through that site or write us at the 
address to the left. 

Want Your own Newsletter? 
    If  you are not receiving your own 
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or 
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.
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and strifes, and lustful and covetous desires among them; therefore by these things they polluted their inheritances.  They were 
slow to hearken unto the voice of  the Lord their God; therefore, the Lord their God is slow to hearken unto their prayers, to 
answer them in the day of  their trouble” (D&C 98:3a-3b).  I still see jarrings, and contentions, and envyings, 
and strifes, and lustful and covetous desires among the saints.  What is different today?  As we now look 
around the Restoration do its adherents see eye to eye?  No!  Do we see division?  Yes, and what do we 
divide over?  Foolish questions that have nothing to do with salvation or Zion.  Questions like: who has 
authority? who is in control? who is leading the Saints in the right path?  We have congregations saying 
“I, I am the Lord's” and others claiming the same.  We debate intricate theological topics, such as the 
Trinity, which has evidence on both sides.  I believe Joseph Smith lll gave wise council at the General 
Conference of  1910: “There is no absolute tribunal this side of  the great judgment day that is authorized to determine 
exactly who is right and who is wrong, in a dispute or controversy, such as arises frequently in our midst.” 
 	 Does the following apply to us?  “For they have strayed from mine ordinances, and have broken mine 
everlasting covenant; they seek not the Lord to establish his righteousness, but every man walketh in his own way, and after 
the image of  his own god, whose image is in the likeness of  the world, and whose substance is that of  an idol, which waxeth 
old and shall perish in Babylon, even Babylon the great, which shall fall” (D&C 1:3d-3e). 
 	 What are we doing?  Why are we acting like this?  Are we squandering the time remaining by 
pushing forward our own agenda?  Why is it that we cannot come together on common ground and 
begin to build up the Kingdom of  God?  Is it the feather in our caps that holds our interest?  Are we 
insistent on proving others wrong?  Do we seek personal glory?  The first apostles had disagreements too, 
but Jesus told them to get over it.  We should do the same!  Jeremiah foretold a time, “The harvest is past, 
the summer is ended, and we are not saved” ((Jer 8:20).  The summer for the work of  the Restoration is about 
over, if  not already.  The harvest of  the Restoration is about done.  Soon, the day of  the Lord's judgment 
will come upon this land.  We are not ready!  Our children are not ready and we stand facing a 
tribulation such as this people has never seen. 
	 I call again upon the Saints of  this Restoration movement to set aside their differences.  Find that 
common ground and begin to prepare the Saints for that which is to come.  When the punishment of  
the Lord is meted out upon this land, the only ones that will survive will be those who are PURE IN 
HEART.  
	 Remember the great commandment?  “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like unto 
it; thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” (Matt 22:36-38).  If  you have judged your fellow saints to be in error, 
do you not love them enough to try to save them?  Can you not go to them, just one of  them, and pray 
with them, fast for them and find common ground? 
	 What are the fruits that the husbandman will look for in the day of  harvest?  “The fruit of  the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance” (Gal 5:22).  Those who have built 
within themselves a spirit of  brotherly love—those who have practiced charity, virtue, godliness, 
temperance, faith, obedience and the rest will please the husbandman, for the Lord will look for such 
traits when He comes to cleanse this land.  He will gather those with virtues to Himself.   
	 David wrote, “Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of  the land, that they may dwell with me; he that walketh in 
a perfect way, he shall serve me.  He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within my house; he that telleth lies shall not tarry 
in my sight. I will early destroy all the wicked of  the land; that I may cut off  all wicked doers from the city of  the 
Lord” (Ps 101:6-8).  Let us love one another and be holy that we may abide the coming cleansing. 
AMEN 
JOSEPH F. SMITH 

The State of the Restoration (con’t)
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