
Joseph F. Smith 
is the son of Arthur Smith, the 
grandson of Alexander Smith, 
and the great-grandson of 
Joseph Smith, Jr.  He comes in 
Christ’s name to invite all 
those who believe in the Book 
of Mormon and the restored 
gospel to prepare for Zion’s 
redemption. 
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   When the time came for Jesus 
to return, He called on Joseph 
Smith to announce His coming.  
He even restored the gospel that 
the power to 
become the 
children of  
God might 
prepare 
citizens for His 
kingdom. 

   Western 
Civilization 
rejected the 
invitation and maligned its 
prophet.  They accused him of  
plagiarizing manuscripts and 
inventing stories about angelic 
visits and heavenly visions.  
They called him a charlatan 
and imposter. 

   Worse than all these 
accusations were the testimonies 

of  friends who charged him 
with adultery and polygamy.  
They even used their allegations 
to justify their own fornication. 

   Joseph’s sons 
became 
leaders in the 
Reorganiza-
tion and spent 
their lives 
defending their 
father’s 
reputation.  
That church 

recently changed its position.  
Its historian wrote a two-volume 
history in which he concludes 
that Joseph helped institute 
polygamy.  Meanwhile the LDS 
First Presidency agreed that 
Joseph had 40 wives.  In light of  
those statements Joseph F. 
Smith prepared the following.

z The Willing & Obedient z 
“No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue 
that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn.” (Is 54:17)
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The Promise to Zion  
      We depend on the grace of 
Jesus, especially when we leave 
this life.  The mission of Christ, 
for which He restored His 
church, now depends on His 
grace, too.  Only He can do it. 

IN DEFENSE OF JOSEPH



Joseph and Polygamy
	 In light of  recent news releases concerning Joseph Smith Jr., known as the prophet of  the original 
Mormon Church, I would like to introduce myself  and present my testimony.  My name is Joseph F. 
Smith.  I am a great grandson of  Joseph Smith Jr.  My father was Arthur M. Smith and my grandfather 
was Alexander Hale Smith, the son of  Joseph and Emma Smith.   
	 Numerous people have asserted many things and circulated innumerable stories about my great-
grandfather.  Some are true and some are not.  One issue of  intense discussion and recent revision by 
some denominational leaders is polygamy. 
	 It is shameful to accuse someone of  such vile deeds, especially after they have passed away.  They 
are unable to defend themselves, a task which is left to their descendants. 
	 I am not the first to defend my great-grandfather’s reputation against these accusations.  My 
great-grandmother Emma emphatically and consistently denied her late husband’s involvement or 
endorsement of  polygamy, as did her sons, one of  whom was my grandfather.  My father did the same.  
Now it is left to me. 
	 Every public statement, correspondence, article, or epistle written and published during the 
lifetime of  Joseph Smith Jr., shows that he was devoted to monogomy.  The reams of  documents, from 
new scriptures to lectures and executive decisions, show that he opposed plural wifery and fought against 
concubinage. 
	 For instance, the Book of  Mormon contains Jacob’s rebuke of  those who justified “committing 
whoredomes, because of  the things which were written concerning David and Solomon” (Jac 2:32).  He told them, 
“David and Solomon truly had many wives, and concubines, which thing was abominable before me” (Jac 2:33). 
	 Joseph presided over the General Assembly of  the church on August 17, 1835.  It unanimously 
approved a statement on marriage and ordered it printed in the Doctrine                (Continued on next page)

Support Joseph 
    Joseph has a message and a plan.  The time 
of  tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is 
now.  You, along with fellow believers, can 
began preparing for it today.  
    Taking this message and promoting this 
plan takes money.  We depend on your 
contributions.  They will help send  Joseph 
where he is needed.  All contributions are tax 
deductible.  Please send your contributions to 
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box 
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013.  Thank you for 
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web 
    For those who use the Internet, you may 
find up-to-date information at our website. 
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or 
www.jfsm.org will take you to it.  You may 
contact us through that site or write us at the 
address to the left. 

Want Your own Newsletter? 
    If  you are not receiving your own 
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or 
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html
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and Covenants.  It teaches that a marriage is between a man and a woman, and that they are covenanted 
to remain solely for one another as long as they live.  It states, “In as much as the Church of  Christ has been 
reproached with the crime of  fornication and polygamy; we declare that we believe that one man should have one wife; and 
one woman but one husband, except in the case of  death, when either is at liberty to marry again” (D&C 111:4b). 
	 The official church paper at Nauvoo was the Times and Seasons.  Every reference in it to polygamy 
or spiritual wifery published during the lifetime of  Joseph denounces those teachings.  In volume 3, pages 
868-878, Joseph published eleven pages defending the church against these practices.  Volume 3, pages 
939-940, dated Oct. 1, 1842, reprints the church’s published position on marriage and adds, “We the 
undersigned members of  the Church of  Jesus Christ of  Latter-Day Saints and residents of  the city of  Nauvoo, persons of  
families do hereby certify and declare that we know of  no other rule or system of  marriage than the one published from the 
Book of  Doctrine and Covenants, and we give this certificate to show that Dr. J. C. Bennett’s ‘secret wife system’ is a 
creature of  his own make.”  Twelve men signed the certificate, but in less than four years most of  them had 
begun practicing plural wifery.  Because of  their change, their testimonies or other sources printed after 
Joseph’s death are not reliable and could easily have been adjusted to justify their perversion. 
	 I believe in an unchanging God, as is written in the scriptures: “For I am the Lord, I change not; 
therefore ye sons of  Jacob are not consumed” (Mal 3:6).  Christ taught that a man should have one wife and they 
should “cleave” to one another (Matt 19:5).  Paul required that the elders “be blameless, the husband of  one 
wife, having faithful children not accused of  riot or unruly” (Titus 1:6).  This remained the rule of  marriage in the 
Jerusalem Church, which was the Church that Christ told His disciples He would build and against 
which the gates of  Hell would not prevail.  It is the same rule of  the restored church during Joseph’s life. 
	 Joseph Smith responded to accusations that he married other women.  I find his statements 
refreshing.  Page 410 of  volume VI  of  the History of  the Church  of  Jesus Christ of  Latter-day Saints, 
published in 1978 contains one: "I had not been married scarcely five minutes, and made one proclamation of  the 
gospel before it was reported that I had seven wives.  I mean to live and proclaim the truth as long as I can.”  Another is 
contained on page 411 of  volume VI: “What a thing it is for a man to be accused of  having seven wives, when I can 
only find one.” 
	 Many women who went to Utah in 1846 or thereafter claimed that they married Joseph after he 
was dead.  How can those ceremonies constitute marriage, especially when he could not consent to it?  
Others asserted that they secretly married him before his death.  A number of  people have claimed to be 
descendants of  these “marriages.”   I was swabbed for DNA testing.  When these claimants were tested, 
the evidence revealed that they were not related to Joseph Smith, Jr.  The only people proven by their 
DNA to be descendants of  Joseph are the offspring of  Joseph and Emma, my great-grandparents.  
	 This past January I enjoyed my 80th birthday.  Having been raised in a good Christian family, I 
was taught the value of  courageously standing fast for that which is true, to repent, kneel and ask 
forgiveness for my imperfections, and to not hide and defend my sins.  I have tried to do that and look 
forward to eternal life with Christ, but I cannot sanction deceitfulness.  The Bible declares, “He that 
worketh deceit shall not dwell within my house; he that telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight” (Ps 101:7). 
	 Those who assert, testify or conclude, whether willingly or ignorantly, that Joseph Smith, Jr. had 
many wives propagate false information.  They circulate deceits and falsehoods that vilify the gospel that 
the Lord restored through my great-grandfather and  malign the Book of  Mormon that he translated.  
Just as the devil deceived Eve in the Garden of  Eden by using half  truths, that same spirit is propagating 
falsehood today by accusing my great-grandfather of  having many wives.  My testimony is that he had 
only one, my great-grandmother, Emma Smith. 
JOSEPH F. SMITH 

Joseph and Polygamy (con’t)



JOSEPH SMITH Ministries 
PO Box 774 
Blue Springs, MO 64013

PREPARING THE FAITHFUL FOR A TIME 

TRIBULATION AND ZION’S  REDEMPTION


