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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“I will raise up unto myself a pure people, that will serve me in
righteousness.”
(D&C 97:4c)

RIGHTEOUS PREPARATION

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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The Promise to Zion
We depend on the grace of
Jesus, especially when we leave
this life. The mission of Christ,
for which He restored His
church, now depends on His
grace, too. Only He can do it.

In 1978 Joseph Burton had a
vision. He wrote, “From the
western side of Asia there arose a
great cloud of smoke which rolled
westward until it
enveloped all
Europe, and
extended to
America.”
Turkey, Syria,
Iraq, Jordan
and Israel are
on Asia’s
western side.
ISIS is waging
war there and extending
terrorism into Europe. Will the
Jihad come to America?
Joseph also saw Jesus send
messengers from a temple “near
the center of this (the American
Continent).” Those messengers
go among an apparently lawless

people, perhaps because the
bitter war has come to America.
If Islamic terrorism is about
to come to the USA, then the
temple in
America’s
center is near,
too; but who is
ready? The
preparation for
the future is
not about
storing food or
self-sufficiency.
It is about abiding the powerful
and purging presence of the
Holy Ghost. What indicates the
presence of the Spirit with a
person? It is the fruits of the
Spirit: love, joy, goodness,
meekness. May the saints use
their time to walk in the Spirit
and produce its fruits.

The Children of Zion

We have looked forward for many years to that time when the Lord gathers His people to Zion.
Isaiah foretold it: “The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their
heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away” (Is 35:10). Not only do we find
this promise in the book of Isaiah, but have received a similar one through the prophet Joseph Smith Jr.
“Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered, they that remain and are pure in heart
shall return and come to their inheritances; they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy; to build up the waste places
of Zion. And all these things, that the prophets might be fulfilled” (D&C 98:4g).
I want to draw your attention to the phrase “her children.” It refers to Zion's children. The verse
also describes their condition: “pure in heart.” I believe that Zion’s children, those who return and remain
in Zion, must come to Him with a broken heart and a contrite Spirit, accept His doctrine, follow His
directions, and lay aside the things of this world in preference for the things of God.
What is the condition of Zion's children today? When we look at the old ship of Zion, we find
that it has been denied a safe harbor—a harbor where the ship can drop anchor in the shadow of
brotherly love, compassion, charity, and godliness. Instead, she is left dashed upon the rocks of
factionalism, confusion, contention, and division. Brothers and sisters, this should not be! It is the
responsibility of saints, especially the ministry, to provide that safe harbor. Zion can neither sprout nor
flourish with the present condition of Zion’s children. The ministry must properly prepare the saints and
the members must follow such Godly direction.
Joel describes the coming desolation and our proper response to it: “Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify
a fast, call a solemn assembly; Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and those
that suck the breasts; let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet. Let the priests, the ministers
of the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say,
(Continued on next page)

Support Joseph

Joseph has a message and a plan. The time
of tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is
now. You, along with fellow believers, can
began preparing for it today.
Taking this message and promoting this
plan takes money. We depend on your
contributions. They will help send Joseph
where he is needed. All contributions are tax
deductible. Please send your contributions to
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013. Thank you for
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web

For those who use the Internet, you may
find up-to-date information at our website.
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or
www.jfsm.org will take you to it. You may
contact us through that site or write us at the
address to the left.

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

The Children of Zion (con’t)
Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them; wherefore should
they say among the people, Where is their God?” (Joel 2:15-17). As we see “the heathen” preparing to abolish our
religion, destroy our nation and rule over us, is the ministry blowing the trumpet in Zion? Do they weep
between the porch and the altar on behalf of Zion’s children? Are they gathering the people and
sanctifying the congregation? Are the saints making preparation? Are their hearts becoming more pure?
My fear is that instead of listened to the words of God in our scriptures and following their
direction, we have conjured our own procedures, hoping the Lord will bless our effort. Those
procedures concentrate on organizational structures, which separate and discourage the Lord’s people,
instead of purifying their hearts by both fostering brotherly love, compassion, charity, and godliness and
helping them lay aside the things of this world. I fear that we are careful to keep one foot in the
Kingdom of God and the other in Babylon.
The Lord told His saints, “Behold, this I have given unto you a parable, and it is even as I am: I say unto you,
Be one; and if ye are not one, ye are not mine” (D&C 38:6a). Our divided condition shows that as a body of
believers we are not the Lord’s. If we are not His sheep, then who is our shepherd? We must choose the
Lord and court His favor. I believe that the first step in doing so is to set aside our differences, find
common ground and begin to build up the Kingdom of God.
Earlier I said that Zion’s children must gain a broken heart and a contrite Spirit, accept His
doctrine, follow His directions, and lay aside the things of this world in preference for the things of God.
Do we not all agree that these are proper goals? Do we not all believe and teach the principles of
Christ’s doctrine: faith, repentance, baptisms, laying on of hands, the resurrection and eternal life? Why,
then will we not work together to build up the kingdom of God?
The Lord promised: “And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they shall have
the gift and the power of the Holy Ghost” (1N 3:187). The way to push forward the cause of Zion is: 1) to
blow the trumpet; [A great conflict is brewing. The heathen are raging. Our nation is in jeopardy.] 2) to
gather the people; [A divided house cannot stand. The saints must become one.] 3) to prepare the saints
to become the ransomed of the Lord so that they will come to Zion with songs of joy; and 4) to build up
the waste places of Zion. We can not accomplish these goals if we are not His, if we are not one. Is the
barbaric hoard preparing for battle and trying to terrorize the world sufficient reason to come together?
If we will, we will have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost.
Jesus announced His mission:“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to
preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our
God; to comfort all that mourn; to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion; to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy
for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting
of the Lord, that he might be glorified. And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the former desolations, and
they shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of many generations” (Is 61:1-4). He accomplished much of it on
the cross, but there is more. He reserved part of it for the last days.
The rest of the work began with the bringing forth of the Book of Mormon. Then, He restored
His church and authorized His ministry, sending them forth to prepare mankind for the coming
tribulation and the blessings that follow it. We inherited that commission and can help complete it! But
we must work together under the direction of the Holy Ghost. This is the work of God's hands:
establishing the kingdom of God, preparing His children, building the Holy City, and making the New
Jerusalem an example to the whole world of His magnificent grace.
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