
Joseph F. Smith 
is the son of Arthur Smith, the 
grandson of Alexander Smith, 
and the great-grandson of 
Joseph Smith, Jr.  He comes in 
Christ’s name to invite all 
those who believe in the Book 
of Mormon and the restored 
gospel to prepare for Zion’s 
redemption. 
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   Wherever the gospel of  Christ 
shines there is light and liberty.  
Wherever the Holy Spirit 
resides there is joy, love, peace 
and virtue.  
Why are 
people so 
quick to leave 
such noble 
benefits? 

   The Psalm 
says, “The 
people imagine a 
vain thing” (Ps 
2:1).  For pride and self-glory 
people turn to the things of  the 
world and rage against the 
goodness found in Christ Jesus. 

   The Savior explained, “This is 
the condemnation, that light is come 
into the world, and men love darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds 
are evil” (Jn 3:19).  While people 

may want the things of  God, 
the light and life that streams 
from Him, they may not want 
His goodness.  Many prefer 

their evil ways, 
satisfying their 
desires and 
following their 
own wills. 

   When a 
society that 
was enlight-
ened by God 
hides in the 

darkness to cover it sins, it 
begins to set itself  against the 
God of  heaven.  It opposes Him 
and His goodness.  Today 
America rages against virtue 
and morality.  Let the saints 
separate from the growing 
immorality, refusing to follow or 
sanction wickedness.

z The Willing & Obedient z 
     “The kings of the earth set themselves,and the rulers take counsel 
together, against the Lord, and against his anointed.”                 (Ps 2:2)
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The Promise to Zion  
      We depend on the grace of 
Jesus, especially when we leave 
this life.  The mission of Christ, 
for which He restored His 
church, now depends on His 
grace, too.  Only He can do it. 

WHY DO THE HEATHEN RAGE



The Children of Zion
	 Four generations ago, my great-grandfather prophesied about a coming desolation that will make 
a “full end of  all nations.”  While judgment began in 1860, 16 years after his death, the escalation of  war 
since that rebellion has increased the world’s weaponry to the point that terrorist groups in league with 
aggressive nations can now destroy all the nations of  the world.  It is unfolding before our eyes. 
	 As one era ends, another begins.  We have come to the end of  the “times of  the Gentiles.”  Different 
people propose various dates, but I feel it is quite evident that these times are ended.  Another time has 
already begun.  I want to examine the time that follows, the time that is at our doors. 
	 Ezekiel foretells it: “For the day is near, even the day of  the Lord is near, a cloudy day; it shall be the time of  the 
heathen” (Ezek 30:3).  Who are the heathen?  Webster’s New World Dictionary gives this definition, “In the 
Old Testament, a member of  any nation or people not worshiping the God of  Israel.”   
	 When the Lord speaks of  a time of  people or nations, I believe that He means a period of  
preeminence.  For the past several hundred years the Gentile nations have been the more prominent 
nations of  the world. They were already Christian nations and worshipers of  the God of  Israel.  The 
Reformation was beginning to break among them.  In the past 50 to 75 years their prestige, their morals 
and their spirituality has diminished.  Now other nations who are not worshipers of  the God of  Israel 
have begun to rise in prestige and are becoming more prominent today.  
	 The nations that attract our attention and concern are in western Asia.  Iran is developing a 
nuclear weapon.  A league of  Arab states, some rich in oil, are banding together to fight terrorists.  
These nations do not worship the God of  Israel.  Islam worships the God of  Abraham, but they do not 
worship Christ.  Neither do they accept the laws laid down by that God that chose Jacob, whose name 
was changed to Israel.  They have non-Christian values and hold different standards.  They are the 
heathen whose time has come.                                                                          (Continued on next page)

Support Joseph 
    Joseph has a message and a plan.  The time 
of  tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is 
now.  You, along with fellow believers, can 
began preparing for it today.  
    Taking this message and promoting this 
plan takes money.  We depend on your 
contributions.  They will help send  Joseph 
where he is needed.  All contributions are tax 
deductible.  Please send your contributions to 
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box 
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013.  Thank you for 
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web 
    For those who use the Internet, you may 
find up-to-date information at our website. 
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or 
www.jfsm.org will take you to it.  You may 
contact us through that site or write us at the 
address to the left. 

Want Your own Newsletter? 
    If  you are not receiving your own 
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or 
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html
http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html


	 Another scripture helps me understand the significance of  the time of  the heathen: “Behold ye 
among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvelously; for I will work a work in your days, which ye will not believe, 
though it be told you.  For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, which shall march through the breadth 
of  the land, to possess the dwelling-places that are not theirs” (Hab 1:5-6).  
	 What caught my attention is the statement, “Ye among the heathen.”  Who are those among the 
heathen?  Of  the divided Kingdom of  Israel, the Northern Kingdom was first driven out of  their home 
land in 720 BC.  The southern Kingdom of  Judah was exiled in 600 BC, returned after 537 BC and 
banned in 135 AD.   As these children of  Israel were driven out, they eventually migrated north and west 
into Europe, where all but the Jews lost their identity.  Both kingdoms were expelled from their Promised 
Land into the land of  the heathen.   “Ye among the heathen” is addressed to latter day Israel. 
	 The Chaldeans refer to Assyria and Babylon.  Those nations comprised the same people.  Over a 
period of  years they have fought against each other and continue to be divided even today.  Could it be 
that a coalition of  these nations can be brought together?  Is something like that developing now? 
	 I believe that the Bible prophesies a confederacy of  Islamic nations united by a people it calls 
Gog and Magog.  Ezekiel revealed, “Son of  man, set thy face against Gog, the land of  Magog, the chief  prince of  
Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him, And say, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the 
chief  prince of  Meshech and Tubal; And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and 
all thine army, horses and horsemen, all of  them clothed with all sorts of  armor, even a great company with bucklers and 
shields, all of  them handling swords; Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of  them with shield and helmet; Gomer, 
and all his bands; the house of  Togarmah of  the north quarters, and all his bands; and many people with thee. Be thou 
prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou, and all thy company that are assembled unto thee, and be thou a guard unto them. 
After many days thou shalt be visited; in the latter years thou shalt come into the land that is brought back from the sword, 
and is gathered out of  many people, against the mountains of  Israel, which have been always waste; but it is brought forth 
out of  the nations, and they shall dwell safely all of  them” (Ezek 38:2-8).  
	 Gog, Meshech, Tubal, Gomar, Togarmar are decendants of  Japeth, a son of  Noah.  They settled 
north of  the Caucasus Mountains where the Scythians once resided, exactly where Russia and Ukraine 
are fighting today.  These people, along with Gomer and Togarmath of  the north quarters, all point to 
eastern Europe.  Note that Ezekiel’s prophecy reveals that the land of  Gog and Magog is to join with 
Persia, Ethiopia and Libya.  Russia is already a sponsor of  Iran, the modern name for Persia.  Libya is 
full of  Arab insurgents.  As Arab nations struggle for dominance, Russia seems poised to lead them. 
	 These conditions began in 1917.  The Balfour Declaration made that year paved the way for the 
peace treaty with the Ottoman Empire and the Mandate for Palestine.  ISIS claims that the latter 
violated British assurances to Arabs that they would receive Levant for their help in the defeat of  the 
Ottoman Empire.  Instead, part of  that land was set aside for what has become modern Israel.  1917 
also marks the date of  the Bolshevik revolution.  Russia began discouraging the worship of  the God of  
Israel and started developing its anti-democratic and unchristian policies and propaganda.  Both Russia 
and the Islamic world oppose Israel and America.  They resist Christianity and the God of  Israel.  
	 On November 7, 1947 the Washington Post reported that Foreign Minister V. M. Molotov 
celebrated 30 years of  Communism with a speech in Moscow that boasted, “The era of  Soviet power was 
only at its beginning, while Capitalism was on its last legs in a period when all roads lead to Communism.”  He added a 
chilling goal: “The task of  our time is to unite all the anti-imperialistic and democratic forces of  the nations into one 
camp, welded together by the unity of  their vital interest against the imperialist and anti-democratic camp and its policy of  
enslavement of  the peoples and new adventure.”  The union of  anti-democratic forces is happening now. 
JOSEPH F. SMITH 
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