
Joseph F. Smith 
is the son of Arthur Smith, the 
grandson of Alexander Smith, 
and the great-grandson of 
Joseph Smith, Jr.  He comes in 
Christ’s name to invite all 
those who believe in the Book 
of Mormon and the restored 
gospel to prepare for Zion’s 
redemption. 
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   In 1831, when the Lord 
revealed the appointed place for 
the gathering of  His people, did 
they prepare?  Did they sell all 
they had, give 
it to the bishop 
and move to 
the land of  
Zion? 

   Some did, 
but the 
response was 
so feeble that 
Bishop 
Partridge could only purchase 
2000 acres.  Worse yet, some 
decided to buy their inheritance 
directly from the government 
and keep the deed. 

   Their preparation proved 
insufficient for that which came.  
They were driven out and 
scourged from city to city. 

   When the Lord gathered the 
faithful and their children back 
to the land of  Zion, did they sell 
all that they had and build up its 

waste places?  
When the 
hastening 
came, did they 
redouble their 
efforts in the 
Zionic 
enterprises?  
Some did, but 
it was still 
overthrown. 

   If  the Lord would redeem 
Zion today, what would be the 
response of  the saints?  Would 
they hesitate to associate with 
others because of  where they 
worship?  Would they withhold 
their possessions?  If  so, would 
the results be different?

z The Willing & Obedient z 
     “We will fall upon their necks, and they will fall upon our necks, and 
we will kiss each other.”                                                            (D&C 36:13a)
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The Promise to Zion  
      We depend on the grace of 
Jesus, especially when we leave 
this life.  The mission of Christ, 
for which He restored His 
church, now depends on His 
grace, too.  Only He can do it.

ARE WE READY?



Prepare For What Is Coming
	 In recent issues I have dealt with prophecies that foretell the tribulation and chastisement that is 
to befall both this nation and Jerusalem.  The warnings are not confined to the major prophets but are 
included in the minor ones.  The Lord also spoke through our latter day prophet and warned us to 
prepare for the time that is just before us. 
	 Ezekiel said, “If  the watchman see the sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned; if  
the sword come, and take any person from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at the 
watchman's hand” (Ezek 33:6).  Because I believe that the Lord has given me insight, I consider it my duty 
to warn the saints.  
	 Many of  Isaiah's prophecies are directed at us.  We contain the blood of  ancient Israel and are 
subjects of  the covenant the Lord made with them.  Isaiah began prophesying about 700BC, at least 20 
years after the Northern Kingdom separated from Judah.  Many of  his prophecies are directed at the 
citizens of  that Northern Kingdom and specifically directed at their descendants—latter day Israel.  
They are addressed to us. 
	 One prophecy foretells: “Then will I sing to my well-beloved a song of  my beloved touching his vineyard.  My 
well-beloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill; and he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with 
the choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst of  it, and also made a winepress therein; and he looked that it should bring 
forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes” (Is 5:1).  I maintain that the vineyard in this prophecy refers to 
the United States.  Its fences are the Atlantic and Pacific oceans and the borders with Canada and 
Mexico.  The Lord even cast out England, France, Spain, and Mexico.  They were stones obstructing the 
freedom that He wanted to bestow on us.  Then, He planted His choicest vine.  He restored His church, 
commissioning His priesthood to harvest the grapes.  Not only has our nation used its liberty to sanction 
perverted immorality, but the Restoration has produced wild grapes.	        (Continued on next page)

Support Joseph 
    Joseph has a message and a plan.  The time 
of  tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is 
now.  You, along with fellow believers, can 
began preparing for it today.  
    Taking this message and promoting this 
plan takes money.  We depend on your 
contributions.  They will help send  Joseph 
where he is needed.  All contributions are tax 
deductible.  Please send your contributions to 
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box 
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013.  Thank you for 
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web 
    For those who use the Internet, you may 
find up-to-date information at our website. 
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or 
www.jfsm.org will take you to it.  You may 
contact us through that site or write us at the 
address to the left. 

Want Your own Newsletter? 
    If  you are not receiving your own 
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or 
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html
http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html


 	 The Lord spoke through Joseph Smith, Jr.: “Wherefore the voice of  the Lord is unto the ends of  the earth, 
that all that will hear may hear; prepare ye, prepare ye for that which is to come, for the Lord is nigh; and the anger of  the 
Lord is kindled, and his sword is bathed in heaven, and it shall fall upon the inhabitants of  the earth; and the arm of  the 
Lord shall be revealed” (D&C 1:3a-b).  The failure of  the people in this blessed nation to choose 
righteousness will bring God’s judgments—chastizements that will purge His people. 
	 Isaiah revealed the same.  After asking, “What could have been done more to my vineyard,” the Lord goes 
on to tell us what “I will do to my vineyard; I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and I will break 
down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down; and I will lay it waste; it shall not be pruned, nor digged; but there 
shall come up briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it” (Is 5:4-5).  To prune and 
dig a vineyard is to cultivate it so that it produces a good crop.  Without cultivation and rain, briers and 
thorns grow.  Without divinely assisted priesthood, the saints will fall away from righteousness.  That lack 
of  ministry is predicted to become worse than a unlearned husbandman in a vineyard. 
	 If  the Lord takes away the hedge and breaks down the wall, He removes our protection.  I 
remember when our society protected our children from the explicit temptations that now assault them.  
I remember when our laws and courts promoted morality.  I remember when our ministers renounced 
sin and invited their hearers to repentance.  These are the types of  protections that have disappeared. 
	 While our society is awash with immorality and our nation refuses to protect some citizens from 
religious persecution, we can make a proper response.  Although some priesthood continue to argue over 
trivial points of  the law and use the pulpit to present their political or speculative opinions, we can still 
choose to follow our Lord.  He spoke in these last days “that all that will hear may hear.”  What did He say?  
“Prepare ye, prepare ye for that which is to come” (D&C 1:3a-b). 
	 If  you or I were condemned and required to face a judge, how would we prepare for that 
reckoning?  Would we wear the same clothes in which we did the dirty deed?  Would we appear 
unwashed and unkept?  Would we act disrespectfully and lightheartedly?  No!  We would bathe and 
groom ourselves.  We would wear new clothes.  We would act apologetically, even remorsefully.  If  given 
probation, we would change our ways and be thankful for the mercy that the judge extended. 
	 Jesus bore our sins in an act of  mercy and invited us to repent.  He asked us to wash in the waters 
of  baptism.  Those are not just religious words.  They are a way of  life.  Repentance means to change 
our conduct.  Baptism means to be purged of  sin.  If  we are to be prepared for what is coming, we must 
stop acting like people who love this world and more like those who gladly give it up.  It is not talking 
about Jesus, but living like Him.  Remember the rich ruler who kept all the commandments?  Jesus told 
him to sell all, give the proceeds to the poor and follow Him.   
	 Can we do the same?  If  not, we must repent.  When Zion is redeemed, thousands will flee to the 
place of  refuge.  Who will feed them, clothe them and share their homes with them?  Can we give those 
tired refugees our last crust of  bread or offer them our own bed?  Are we ready to be destitute and still 
share what we have?  If  not, then let us use the remaining time to seek repentance.  Let us turn from 
worldliness and humbly bend our knees, seeking God's favor. 
	 “He that dwelleth in the secret place of  the Most High shall abide under the shadow of  the Almighty. I will say of  
the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress; my God; in him will I trust.  Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of  the 
fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.  He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust; his truth 
shall be thy shield and buckler.  Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; nor for 
the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy side, and 
ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee” (Ps 91:1-8).                      JOSEPH F. SMITH 

Prepare For What Is Coming (con’t)



JOSEPH SMITH Ministries 
PO Box 774 
Blue Springs, MO 64013

PREPARING THE FAITHFUL FOR A TIME 

TRIBULATION AND ZION’S  REDEMPTION


