
Joseph F. Smith 
is the son of Arthur Smith, the 
grandson of Alexander Smith, 
and the great-grandson of 
Joseph Smith, Jr.  He comes in 
Christ’s name to invite all 
those who believe in the Book 
of Mormon and the restored 
gospel to prepare for Zion’s 
redemption. 
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   For almost four years Joseph 
has been urging the saints to lay 
down their differences and work 
together to build up the 
kingdom of  
God.  But the 
saints find 
reasons to 
remain 
divided.  
Meanwhile 
people from 
poor nations 
have come to 
the land of  
Zion and asked the saints for 
aid.  We would not even unite to 
help the poorest of  the poor.  
Worse, the kingdom languishes. 

  What are we going to do when 
the earth “reels to and fro,” when 
the “waves heave themselves beyond 
their bounds” and when the 

“destroyer of  the Gentiles” invades?  
What is our lot when the Lord 
sends the rebellious out of  the 
land of  Zion? 

   Joseph is 
concerned for 
the saints, for 
he has seen the 
impending 
conflagration.  
He knows its 
devastation 
and the horror 
it will bring.  

And the saints are not prepared.  
We are not His until we are one. 

   The storm is approaching.  
Almost all can see its ominous 
clouds, but will we prepare—
not our storehouses, but our 
love of  fellow believers—our 
willingness to work together and 
build up the kingdom of  God?

z The Willing & Obedient z 
     “The consumption decreed shall overflow with righteousness.  For 
the Lord God of hosts shall make a consumption, even determined, in 
all the land.”                                                                                  (Is 10:22-23)
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Ministry Schedule  
      Joseph will be in Nauvoo 
from August 7 through August 
15, preaching on the weekends 
a nearby branches and 
available at the Restoration 
guide center .

ARE WE READY?



Prepare For What Is Coming
	 John, in his revelation, sees the Gentiles trod the holy city underfoot until their times are fulfilled.  
During that interval, two witnesses prophesy.  John wrote, “There was given me a reed like unto a rod; and the 
angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of  God, and the altar, and them that worship therein.  But the court which 
is without the temple, leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles; and the holy city shall they tread under 
foot forty and two months.  And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred 
and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth” Rev 11:1-3. 
	 I want to draw your attention to the two witnesses.   They prophesy for 1260 prophetic days or 
1260 years.  That fact reveals that they are not mortals.  The Lord also calls them “His two witnesses.”  
Matthew helps us better understand this phrase. Jesus said, “This gospel of  the kingdom shall be preached in all 
the world, for a witness unto all nations, and then shall the end come, or the destruction of  the wicked” (Matt 24:32). 
	 I conclude that the witnesses will be preaching the gospel of  the kingdom.  There is a difference 
between the gospel of  Christ and the gospel of  the kingdom.  The gospel of  Christ is the good news of  
Christ’s work on the cross.  It is the gospel of  salvation.  The gospel of  the Kingdom is the news that 
God's Kingdom has been established and the King is coming as a bridegroom to rule over it from His 
throne.  It is the message of  the Restoration. 
	 God chose  a people to become “a kingdom of  priests and a holy nation” (Ex 19:6).  He favored the 
Hebrews and placed them high above all the peoples of  the world for a purpose.  Moses revealed, “The 
Lord hath avouched thee this day to be his peculiar people, as he hath promised thee, and that thou shouldest keep all his 
commandments;  and to make thee high above all nations which he hath made, in praise, and in name, and in honor; and 
that thou mayest be a holy people unto the Lord thy God, as he hath spoken” (Deut 26:18-19). 
	 Peter extended the promise to Israelites who had believed and obeyed the gospel of  Jesus Christ: 
“Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 	        (Continued on next page)

Support Joseph 
    Joseph has a message and a plan.  The time 
of  tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is 
now.  You, along with fellow believers, can 
began preparing for it today.  
    Taking this message and promoting this 
plan takes money.  We depend on your 
contributions.  They will help send  Joseph 
where he is needed.  All contributions are tax 
deductible.  Please send your contributions to 
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box 
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013.  Thank you for 
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web 
    For those who use the Internet, you may 
find up-to-date information at our website. 
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or 
www.jfsm.org will take you to it.  You may 
contact us through that site or write us at the 
address to the left. 

Want Your own Newsletter? 
    If  you are not receiving your own 
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or 
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html
http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html


should show forth the praises of  him who hath called you out of  darkness into his marvelous light” (1P 2:9).  Eventually. 
their descendants will realize the Lord’s will.  Isaiah prophesied, “They shall call them, The holy people, The 
redeemed of  the Lord; and thou shalt be called, Sought out, A city not forsaken” (Is 62:12). 
	 Among all the world’s kindreds, tongues and nations, the only ones who witnessed of  God and 
His kingdom are the children of  Israel.  Those twelve tribes were divided into two kingdoms in 970 BC: 
the kingdom of  Judah and the kingdom of  Israel.  See 1st Kings, Chapter 11 for the account. Through-
out history, these two nations have been the only witnesses of  God.  They have revealed Him, foretold 
the work of  His hands and testified of  His kingdom.  
	 The scriptures reveal their importance.  Nephi wrote, “Behold, I say unto you, that the house of  Israel 
was compared unto an olive tree, by the Spirit of  the Lord which was in our fathers” (1N 4:14).  Zechariah foresaw 
their testimony: “Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees upon the right side of  the 
candlestick and upon the left side thereof ?  And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive branches 
which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of  themselves?  And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not 
what these be?  And I said, No, my lord.  Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand before the Lord of  the 
whole earth” (Zach 4:11-14).  Elsewhere, Nephi adds, “Know ye not that the testimony of  two nations is a witness 
unto you that I am God, that I remember one nation like unto another?” (2N 12:59). 
	 I believe that the scriptures teach us that the two witnesses of  whom John prophesied are Judah 
and Israel.  Please consider these two additional texts: “Thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and he 
that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine” (Is 43:1).  At 
the time He spoke those words, Israel and Judah were one nation.  Now notice the 10th verse: “Ye are my 
witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am 
he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me.  I, even I, am the Lord; and beside me there is no 
saviour.   I have declared, and have saved, and I have shewed, when there was no strange god among you: therefore ye are my 
witnesses, saith the Lord, that I am God” (Is 43:10-12). 
	 Let us test my interpretation to see if  it meets the description that John gave about the two 
witnesses  He said, “They shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth” (Rev 11:3).  
The words of  the prophets of  Judah and Israel were miraculously preserved so that  throughout the 
times of  the Gentiles they disclosed their prophecies.  During that time, the Jews were humiliated and the 
Israelites lived barbarically until they believed the gospel of  Christ as presented to them. Their humble 
circumstances is portrayed in the Revelation as wearing sackcloth. 
	 John also testified, “If  any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of  their mouth, and devoureth their 
enemies” (Rev 11:5).  At the time of  the apostasy, about 570 AD, Israel had migrated from its exiled homes 
around the Caspian Sea into Northwestern Europe.  Some comprised the barbaric hordes that divided 
the Roman Empire.  They vandalized pagans and faithless Christians alike.  The Celtic Church refused 
Vatican offers and the Scots rebuffed Papal requests by claiming independence. After the Reformation, 
England successfully fought the Vatican influence in Continental Europe. 
	 Lastly, John revealed, “These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of  their prophecy” (Rev 
11:6).  Amos made a similar prophecy: “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the 
land, not a famine of  bread, nor a thirst for water, but for hearing the words of  the Lord.” (Amos 8:11).  A famine 
attended the apostasy , for people could not hear the word of  the Lord, neither did God pour out His 
Holy Spirit as He did in apostolic times.  The witnesses shut the heavens. 
	 My purpose for explaining my understanding of  the two witnesses is not just to add my opinion 
to the discussion, but to help the saints understand what is about to unfold.  Next time I will discuss what 
the future is for these two witnesses and what that means for those who believe.        JOSEPH F. SMITH 

Prepare For What Is Coming (con’t)



JOSEPH SMITH Ministries 
PO Box 774 
Blue Springs, MO 64013

PREPARING THE FAITHFUL FOR A TIME 

TRIBULATION AND ZION’S  REDEMPTION


