
Joseph F. Smith 
is the son of Arthur Smith, the 
grandson of Alexander Smith, 
and the great-grandson of 
Joseph Smith, Jr.  He comes in 
Christ’s name to invite all 
those who believe in the Book 
of Mormon and the restored 
gospel to prepare for Zion’s 
redemption. 
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   The three Jewish fall festivals 
begin on Rosh Hashanah, the 
feast of  Trumpets.  It is a day 
for repentance as trumpets cry 
repentance 

   Joseph 
received the 
Book of  
Mormon on 
Rosh Hashanah.  
It invites latter-
day Israel to 
repent. 

  Ten days 
later is Yum Kippur, the Day of  
Atonement.  It corresponds to 
the year of  the redemption: “the 
year of  my redeemed is come” (Is 
63:4), when the Lords redeems 
Zion’s converts with righteous-
ness and removes the iniquity of  
the land in a year (Zech 3:9). 

   187 years ago, God began 
calling latter-day Israel to 
repentance.  He wanted to 
prepare them for the day of  

Atonement, 
where Zion’s 
children are 
redeemed and 
He pours 
righteousness 
on His people.  
This is the 
promised 
baptism of  fire 
that purges 

away the world’s wickedness. 

   As the day of  redemption 
approaches, believers should 
examine themselves.  Are we 
prepared for the deluge of  the 
Holy Ghost that refines us so 
that we present to our Lord an 
acceptable, living sacrifice?

z The Willing & Obedient z 
     “Have ye spiritually been born of God?  Have ye received his image in 
your countenances? Have ye experienced this mighty change in your 
hearts?.”                                                                                  (Alma 3:27-29)
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The Promise to Zion  
      We depend on the grace of 
Jesus, especially when we leave 
this life.  The mission of Christ, 
for which He restored His 
church, now depends on His 
grace, too.  Only He can do it. 

THE DAY OF ATONEMENT



Prepare For What Is Coming
	 Last month, I discussed my understanding about the two witnesses described in the 11th chapter 
of  Revelation.  I hope that I provided enough evidence to show that they are the tribes of  Israel and 
Judah.  This month I want to consider how they fulfill the prophecy that John declared. He said “I will 
give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth” 
(Rev 11:3). 
 	 History reveals and the Book of  Mormon confirms that the Church, which Christ established in 
Jerusalem and the apostles built up through the world, eventually fell into apostasy.  Its pristine doctrine 
and authoritative priesthood were corrupted by the devilish doctrines popular among pagan 
philosophers.  The true believers were persecuted, tortured, and killed, first by the Roman Empire and 
later by the Roman Church.  That church became the only religious power in Europe and exercised 
nearly complete dominion over its kings, queens, princes and people. It humiliated and cast out the 
Lord’s people, which John characterizes when he revealed that they were “clothed in sackcloth.” 
	 While it has been impossible to establish the exact date in which the Church of  Christ fell into 
apostasy and the true followers were silenced, Daniel Macgregor, in his book “Marvelous Work and A 
Wonder” shows that the proper date for the emergence of  Daniel’s “little horn,” which refers to the rise of  
the bishop of  Rome over the Roman Church, is 570 AD.  That year marked the end of  the Lombarian 
invasion, the last of  the ten invading kings prophesied by Daniel, as well as the mid-date between two 
Emperor’s decrees, both of  which dictated that the Bishop of  Roman is the head of  the church. 
	 From 570 forward the Church at Rome began controlling Christianity.  For instance, Pope 
Gregory sent Augustine to Britain in 594 to urge the Celtic Church to submit to the Roman Pontiff.   
That goal was achieved at the Council of  Whitby in 664, causing the Celtic Church to flee to Iona.  It 
was afterwards driven into the wilderness.                                                  	        (Continued on next page)

Support Joseph 
    Joseph has a message and a plan.  The time 
of  tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is 
now.  You, along with fellow believers, can 
began preparing for it today.  
    Taking this message and promoting this 
plan takes money.  We depend on your 
contributions.  They will help send  Joseph 
where he is needed.  All contributions are tax 
deductible.  Please send your contributions to 
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box 
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013.  Thank you for 
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web 
    For those who use the Internet, you may 
find up-to-date information at our website. 
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or 
www.jfsm.org will take you to it.  You may 
contact us through that site or write us at the 
address to the left. 

Want Your own Newsletter? 
    If  you are not receiving your own 
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or 
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html
http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html


Thus, began the famine of  the word of  God as prophesied by Amos (Amos 8:11) and introduced the 
period during which Judah and Israel were “clothed in sackcloth.”  John revealed that interval would be 
1260 years.  Adding 1260 to 570 terminates in the year 1830. 
	 The Lord placed both Israel and Judah under the domain of  the Roman Church because of  
their disobedience.  He drove them from their land and subjected them to the Chaldeans—first the 
Assyrians and then the Babylonians.  He told these heathens, “I was wroth with my people, I have polluted mine 
inheritance, and given them into thine hand; thou didst show them no mercy; upon the ancient hast thou very heavily laid thy 
yoke” (Is 47:6).  While the Jews returned to their Promised Land, the Israelites did not.  God scattered 
them among the Gentiles, where they fell under the dominion of  the Roman Church, the inheritor of  
Babylon.  It showed them no mercy and they struggled hundreds of  years under its yoke.  The 
Reformation brought enlightenment, returning them to the Bible, but they remained confused about the 
points of  Christ’ doctrine.  They debated among themselves and depended on their learning, refusing to 
consider divine revelation or other spiritual manifestations as sources for understanding.  Yet, God’s 
mercy expanded and the spiritual drought ended. 
	 In 1830, God broke the silence and pierced the darkness.  He had already spoken to Joseph 
Smith, Jr.,  and revealed the Book of  Mormon.  Spiritual manifestations started happening again. The 
restoration of  the Church of  Christ authorized elders to preach the word of  the Lord in its fullness.  The 
period of  famine was over.  The church that had fled into the wilderness returned among latter-day 
Israel.  It was “the only true and living church upon the face of  the whole earth, with which I the Lord am well pleased, 
speaking unto the church collectively and not individually” (D& 1:5e).  As the restored gospel resounded, first in 
America and then in the British Isles, people in whose veins the blood of  ancient Israel pulsed, revived.  
God brought them to America, this land of  liberty, where they became free to witness for the Lord again.  
After the church sent Orson Hyde to bless the Promised Land for the return of  the Jews, Judah began to 
rise.  They were able to discard their yoke of  darkness and again testify of  the God of  Israel. 
	 The Lord gave a specific task to the restored church—to build a New Jerusalem in the center of  
America.  He designated the land of  Zion and pointed out the exact site for the House of  the Lord.  
Eight elders laid the cornerstone.  A few years later, the Lord commanded the saints in Zion to build it.  
He promised, “Behold, if  Zion do these things, she shall prosper and spread herself  and become very glorious, very great, 
and very terrible; and the nations of  the earth shall honor her, and shall say, Surely Zion is the city of  our God; and surely 
Zion can not fall, neither be moved out of  her place, for God is there, and the hand of  the Lord is there, and he hath sworn 
by the power of  his might to be her salvation, and her high tower” (D&C 94:5a-5b). 
 	 The saints proved disobedient,  Only thirteen months later, about 2 and a half  years after its 
organization, the church came under condemnation (D&C 83:8).  After being honored to lay the 
foundation of  the Temple and to also bear record of  the land upon which Zion will stand, they ignored 
the instructions to build it up and were driven out of  the land.  God had forewarned the saints, 
“Nevertheless Zion shall escape if  she observe to do all things whatsoever I have commanded her, but if  she observe not to do 
whatsoever I have commanded her, I will visit her according to all her works, with sore affliction, with pestilence, with 
plague, with sword, with vengeance, with devouring fire” (D&C 94:5f). 
	 John foresaw the failure of  the restored Church to accomplish the work assigned.  It is part of  the 
failure of  latter-day Israel to prevail against God’s enemy.  John wrote, “When they shall have finished their 
testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of  the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill 
them.  And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of  the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also 
our Lord was crucified” (Rev 11: 7-8).                                                                         (To be continued) 
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PREPARING THE FAITHFUL FOR A TIME 

TRIBULATION AND ZION’S  REDEMPTION


