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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“I . . . will cause thee to come up from the north parts, and will bring
thee on the mountains of Israel.”
(Ezek 39:2)

THE DAY OF ATONEMENT

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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The Promise to Zion
We depend on the grace of
Jesus, especially when we leave
this life. The mission of Christ,
for which He restored His
church, now depends on His
grace, too. Only He can do it.

We know that we live in
dangerous times. America is
losing international respect at
the same time that Russia is
defending
Syria, who is
aligned with
Iran. The goal
of Russia’s
involvement is
to build a
coalition
among Shia
Muslims that
stretches from
the Mediterranean Sea to the
Persian Gulf. It is a militant
confederacy that opposes the
United States and threatens the
existence of Israel.
Ezekiel prophesied that Gog
and Magog (Russia) would join
with Iran (Persia), Ethiopia, and

Libya to attack latter-day Israel.
That coalition is forming at the
very time that America’s
military prowess is waning.
The Reorganization has
understood
that Russia
would
eventually
attack the US.
W. W. Blair
preached it in
the 1890s,
while RC Evans saw it in vision
about 1910.
Fifty years ago the Soviet
Union allied with Syria and
Egypt, but America was strong
then. The decline has paved
the way for Ezekiel’s prophecy
to be fulfilled.

The Two Witnesses Are Overcome

In previous issues I discussed why I believe that the two witnesses prophesied in John’s Revelation,
who were clothed in sackcloth, are the Kingdom of Judah and the Kingdom of Israel. Since it said that
the length of their testimony would be 1260 days, I showed that span extended from 570 AD to 1830
and fulfilled the time of the spiritual famine foretold by Amos (Amos 8:11). That drought ended with
the coming forth of the Book of Mormon, the restoration of Christ's Church and the return of the Jews
to their land. Those events allowed the two witnesses to testify for God in faith and truth.
In this issue I want to examine more of John’s prophecy. It says, “When they shall have finished their
testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill
them” (Rev 11:7). The beast mentioned in this verse is the adversary of Christ, the prince of demons and
the prince of this world. We know him as Satan, whom Revelation calls the “great dragon,” the “old
serpent” (Rev 12:8) and “the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek
tongue hath his name Apollyon” (Rev 9:11).
Most members understand how the Restoration interprets Biblical prophecy. The four beasts
foretold by Daniel are four kingdoms: Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece and Rome. Rome was the worst.
Daniel also said that ten horns grew out of the last kingdom. Those horns symbolize the ten nations that
invaded and vandalized Rome. Afterwards, another horn appeared. It possessed eyes and a mouth,
which spoke great things. I identified that horn as the head of the Roman Church, the king of an
ecclesiastical kingdom. The Pope still exercises power today. His public dominion is consulting national
leaders and addressing governments. His clandestine power is subverting democracy and true religion.
Since the Roman ecclesiastical kingdom succeeded the Roman Empire, John also described it as
a beast with two “horns like a lamb, and he spoke as a dragon” (Rev 13:11). The two horns of this second
beast represent the two parts of the apostate church that replaced the
(Continued on next page)

Support Joseph

Joseph has a message and a plan. The time
of tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is
now. You, along with fellow believers, can
began preparing for it today.
Taking this message and promoting this
plan takes money. We depend on your
contributions. They will help send Joseph
where he is needed. All contributions are tax
deductible. Please send your contributions to
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013. Thank you for
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web

For those who use the Internet, you may
find up-to-date information at our website.
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or
www.jfsm.org will take you to it. You may
contact us through that site or write us at the
address to the left.

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

The Two Witnesses Are Overcome (con’t)
church Christ built: the Orthodox Church and the Roman Church. Islam diminished the eastern
church, leaving the Roman one as the primary enemy to the saints. Satan, the dragon, spoke through it.
John disclosed that the two-horned beast “causeth the earth and those which dwell therein to worship the
first beast” (Rev 13:12). The first beast in this chapter is the seven-headed beast. It symbolizes the Roman
Empire. The Roman Church extended Roman culture until our day and even uses the dead language of
Latin. The prophecy also states that the dragon “gave power“ to John’s first beast so that “they worshipped the
dragon” (Rev 13:4). These explanation helps us understand how the two-horned beast “spoke as the
dragon.” Satan used the Papacy to fight against the saints in the past. He is also making war against the
witnesses today. His goal is to kill them—to removed them from the earth.
When God sifted Europe to bring devout Christians to America, the Promised Land of latter-day
Israel, He protected the new nation from the Roman Church and the devil. In 1776, America was
Christian and 97% Protestant. Today, it is turning away from Christ’s gospel As it does, it is embracing
all kinds of evil and wrong doing. Meanwhile, the US is abandoning its best ally, Israel. Satan is
prevailing in his war against the two witnesses, Israel and Judah.
John’s Revelation discloses that Satan “shall overcome them, and kill them” (Rev 11:7). It adds, “Their
dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was
crucified” (Rev 11:8). Sodom represents sin, while Egypt represents bondage. We readily see that
America’s immorality, which is now epitomized by legalized homosexuality, is placing the land of latterday Israel in bondage and subjecting the saints to the dominion of the beast from the bottomless pit. As
that enslavement worsens, those who advance these evils will gleefully celebrate. The Apocalypse adds,
“They of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and a half, and shall not
suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and
shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth” (Rev 11:9 -10).
Already many people are applauding the decline of morality, but this is only the beginning of the
sorrow. Islamic terrorists celebrate every attack against democracy and true religion. War will eventually
engulf both the United States and Israel. The two witnesses will lie in sin and bondage for three and one
half prophetic days, or three and one half years. Not only will people extol the victory of Ishmael, the
illegitimate son of Abraham, but they will worship false gods and glorify evil. Like Sodom and
Gomorrah, they will delight in their opposition to God. Thinking that they triumphed over the
witnesses, they will subject the things of God to their own wantonness.
Ezekiel prophesied against them: “Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, set
thy face against mount Seir, and prophesy against it, And say unto it, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, O mount Seir, I am
against thee, and I will stretch out mine hand against thee, and I will make thee most desolate” (Ezek 35:1-3). Mount
Seir represents an area South and East of Jerusalem. It is inhabited by Ishmaelites, Edomites, and
Arabs, who oppose God and His witnesses. Ezekiel adds, “Because thou hast said, These two nations and these
two countries shall be mine, and we will possess it; whereas the Lord was there” (Ezek 35:10). Ezekiel gave his
prophecy about 573 BC, when Israel and Judah were both defeated and exiled. It refers to a future time
when Israel and Judah exist as nations again. The people described in this prophecy are descendants of
ishmael who are inspired by the beast to fight against Israel and the United States.
John promises that the victory over the two witnesses will last only for three and a half years.
“After three days and a half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell
upon them which saw them. And they heard a great voice from heaven, saying unto them, Come up hither. And they
ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them” (Rev 11:11-12). This is my topic in the next issue.
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