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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder.”
(Is 6:9)

THE DAY OF ATONEMENT

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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The Promise to Zion
We depend on the grace of
Jesus, especially when we leave
this life. The mission of Christ,
for which He restored His
church, now depends on His
grace, too. Only He can do it.

The celebration of Jesus’
birth, which the world
remembers at this time of year,
is the hope that our Savior will
reign on earth.
Just as Jesus
sent servants
in His first
advent to
announce,
“The kingdom is
at hand,” He
sent servants
in these latterdays with the
same declaration.
We are witnessing increased
violence in the world. The
rising terrorism is an attack on
Christianity. It is just not the
Islamic jihad. Hindu extremists
are burning churches and killing
pastors in India. More than

1000 churches were burned in
Africa and nearly 5000
Christians killed. Just like the
time of Christ, the kingdom of
God is suffering violence.
The Book
of Mormon
promises, “He
will not suffer
that wicked shall
destroy the
righteous” (1N
7:35). The
Lord will defend His saints,
“even if it be so that the fulness of his
wrath must come” (1N 7:36).
The birth of Jesus promises
that Jesus saves. The sign of
His birth saved the believers in
ancient America. He will
appear again to save His people
and reign in His kingdom.

The Rise of the Pure in Heart

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ. As we come to the close of this eventful year, we see a
storm on the horizon, originating in the very spot that the scriptures prophesy. At the same time many
people blame our government, assuming that our approaching difficulties are the result of inept or
misled politicians. Not so! They are the culminating judgments on the Gentiles (Western Civilization)
that have rejected the restored gospel. They have followed the adversary, whom the Lord has allowed to
rise up in punishment on this sinful nation.
I examined John’s prophecy concerning the two witnesses and showed why I believe that they
represent Judah and Israel. Today, those are the nations of Israel and the United States. I believe that
they will be overcome in a war that is now in the making. Last month I related portions of George
Washington's vision revealing how God will rescue America from an invading army and preserve the
pure in heart. Isaiah described it this way: “They that are left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be
called holy . . . when the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood
of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning” (Is 4:2-3).
This is the land of Zion, the appointed place about which Nathan prophesied (2 Sam 7:10). The
Book of Mormon reveals that whoever occupies this land must serve Jesus Christ or be swept off. We are
all aware that America is becoming more immoral and secular. Many of its citizens no longer serve the
God of this land. Soon God will bring His fierce judgment on us.
While Americans are turning away from the Christian foundations upon which their nation was
built, the members of the Restored Church are also in transgression. The Lord commanded them to
build up the kingdom on earth. While many sacrificed to grow the church, few tried to build up the holy
city—that city on a hill toward which the Pilgrims and Puritans looked. We must realize that we have
not accomplished the work that the Lord commissioned this movement to do. (Continued on next page)

Support Joseph

Joseph has a message and a plan. The time
of tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is
now. You, along with fellow believers, can
began preparing for it today.
Taking this message and promoting this
plan takes money. We depend on your
contributions. They will help send Joseph
where he is needed. All contributions are tax
deductible. Please send your contributions to
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013. Thank you for
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web

For those who use the Internet, you may
find up-to-date information at our website.
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or
www.jfsm.org will take you to it. You may
contact us through that site or write us at the
address to the left.

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

The Rise of the Pure in Heart (con’t)
As parents, we correct our own children differently than we might discipline other children. God
does the same. He punishes His children in order to improve them. The Bible reveals, “My son, despise
not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him; for whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom
the father chasteneth not?” (Heb 12:7). God has punished the saints, not for revenge, but to purify and
prepare them for the glory of Zion’s redemption. He wants them to participate in the culmination of
His work. In Oct 1833, He said, “I will raise up unto myself a pure people, that will serve me in righteousness; and
all that call on the name of the Lord and keep his commandments, shall be saved. Even so. Amen” (D&C 97:4d).
While many saints have dedicated their lives to the latter-day work, some even sacrificing their all, they
have not created a pure people. God will accomplish it. Our punishment is part of that preparation.
God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die for us. He took upon Himself our nature, suffered our
privations, endured our limitations and bore our sins—the sins of the world—on the cross. His
substitutionary death atoned for our sins, redeeming all who trust in Him. He is able to transform all
those who come to Him in repentance and cleanse them from all iniquity.
While Jesus completed the atonement in His first advent, He did not finish all His work. Jesus
said, “My meat is to do the will of him who sent me, and to finish his work” (John 4:36). Elsewhere, He added,
“This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent” (John 6:29). That work is not over until “at
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil 2:10-11). He called this great
latter-day work into being to accomplish this goal.
Nathan promised King David that the Lord will build him a house on the appointed land (2 Sam
7:11). Isaiah and Micah foresaw its purpose, “ The mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established in the
top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it” (Micah 4:1). This glorious
house is the city on a hill, which we call Zion. By building it, God will draw every people to it where
they can learn His ways. Micah added, “Nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the
Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths” (Micah
4:2). By establishing and exalting His house our Savior will convert the entire world to Him.
Our transgressions, speaking of the church and not specific members, have brought God’s
judgments. Their goal is to purge His people and make them ready for residence in His holy kingdom.
Should we resist this divine chastisement? No! Instead we should repent. We need to prepare for that
which is to come by cultivating our relationship with the Lord and our fellowship with the saints.
Soon the divine judgments that fell upon the church will befall the world. Their purpose in that
day will be to compel the elect—both the descendants of Israel and followers of Jesus—to flee to the
holy city: “It shall come to pass, among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbor, must
needs flee unto Zion for safety. And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only
people that shall not be at war one with another” (D&C 45:13a-b).
Are the saints ready to receive this vast multitude? Are we willing to house them and feed them?
Will we gladly share everything we have to sustain their lives. Will we open our homes to them and share
our meager stores? A pure people will. They will give to those in need without judgment.
Meanwhile, the ancient prophecies will rapidly unfold to the amazement of all in Zion. What a
wonderful opportunity lies before the Lord’s people—to assist in the gathering of the nations—to join
with people from every race, kindred and tongue in learning the ways of our Lord. Such a sublime and
glorious opportunity is worth all the repentance we can munster. It is a great day to be alive.
JOSEPH F. SMITH

