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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“May the kingdom of God go forth, that the kingdom of heaven may
come.”
(D&C 65:1f)

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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The Promise to Zion
We depend on the grace of
Jesus, especially when we leave
this life. The mission of Christ,
for which He restored His
church, now depends on His
grace, too. Only He can do it.

God restored His gospel and
authorized priesthood for two
purposes: to spread the gospel
of Jesus Christ throughout the
world and to
build up His
kingdom on
earth.
Generations
of saints have
longed for the
day when the
kingdom of
Heaven would
come. God told them to gather
to the land of Zion and live in
righteousness as preparation for
that coming kingdom. The holy
city radiating the light of Christ
through works of righteous
living would be such a
supplementing attraction to the
gospel message.

The saints failed in 1833, the
first generation, but the faithful
among them and their children
(the second generation) returned
as promised.
They did not
succeed either.
Our sins
cannot stop
God’s work.
He said, “I am
able to do mine
own work” (1N
11:141-142).
All our sins accomplish is to
place us in bondage. We can no
longer redeem Zion.
God, who is rich in mercy, will
accomplish what His people
would not. Just as Jesus came to
save His people from sin, He
will appear again to cleanse and
establish His kingdom.

The Emergence of the Holy Kingdom

As we begin a new year, we immediately ask: What does the future bring. I firmly believe that
something is coming that faithful saints have looked forward to for many years. I want to share what I
see coming. Jesus revealed, “Verily I say unto you, this generation, the generation when the times of the Gentiles be
fulfilled, shall not pass away till all be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass
away” (Luke 21:32-33). How Jesus gave this prophecy gives an idea of time limits around the finishing of
His work. He says that all will be fulfilled in the generation when the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.
Jesus revealed that the times of the Gentiles last until Jerusalem was no longer trodden down:
“Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled’ (Luke 21:23). After the
Romans destroyed Jerusalem the Gentiles occupied it until 1917, when the British Army drove out the
Turks. The Jews gained independence in 1948, but did not control Jerusalem until 1967. The times of
the Gentiles came to an end beginning in 1917. I gather from the Book of Mormon that a generation
lasts 100 to 110 years. (4N 1:21). I look for things to begin happening around the years 2016-2017.
The scriptures foretell the coming events. Isaiah’s prophecy begins, “Wherefore it shall come to pass,
that, when the Lord hath performed his whole work upon Mount Zion and upon Jerusalem” (Is 10:12). To help us
understand the work that the Lord is doing in Zion and Jerusalem, he continues, “Therefore shall the Lord,
the Lord of hosts, send among his fat ones leanness; and under his glory he shall kindle a burning like the burning of a fire.
And the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame; and it shall burn and devour his thorns and his
briers in one day; and shall consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful field, both soul and body; and they shall be as
when a standard-bearer fainteth. And the rest of the trees of his forest shall be few, that a child may write them” (Is
10;16-19). God is warning His people that He will “send among his fat ones leanness”—among those who
have grown fat by His blessings and have become independent of Him. We also see that He plans to
send a fire to burn up the thorns and his briers. The brambles represent
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Support Joseph

Joseph has a message and a plan. The time
of tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is
now. You, along with fellow believers, can
began preparing for it today.
Taking this message and promoting this
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contributions. They will help send Joseph
where he is needed. All contributions are tax
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The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box
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The Emergence of the Holy Kingdom (con’t)
those who oppose or hinder His works—the wicked. Note, that the flame will also “consume the glory of his
forest.” I believe that this forest is composed of “trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord” (Is 61:3)
described elsewhere. This “planting of the Lord” refers to people that He bought to the land of Zion—to
the appointed land—to America: “I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up my standard to the people; and
they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders. And kings shall be thy
nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers” (Is 49:22-23).
Now let me try to put this together. What Isaiah is revealing to America—to us—is that we have
come under condemnation. We grew rich and independent and are about to be judged. One purpose
of that judgment is to cleanse His people and His land. Isaiah adds elsewhere, “It shall come to pass, they
that are left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even everyone that is written among the living
in Jerusalem; when the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of
Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning” ( Is 4:2-3). This cleansing is
in preparation for important works of God's hands.
I want to examine a portion of King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream that Daniel interpreted. The
interesting part that I want us to closely study says, “In the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever” (Dan 2:44). We understand that the kingdoms composing
Nebuchadnezzar’s image were all standing when Jesus restored His church in 1830. That church is the
kingdom that God set up and it will consume all other kingdoms.
There is something else that Daniel mentioned in another part of his interpretation that catches
my attention: “Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of
iron and clay, and brake them to pieces” (Dan 2:34). The three words “thou sawest till” tell me that the king not
only saw the entire image and the setting up of God’s kingdom—the restoration of His Church—but the
vision continued until he saw the stone being cut out of the mountain and filling the earth. I believe that
this prophecy is foretelling an earthshaking event that happens after the Restoration of the Lord’s
church.
A mountain in prophecy represents a government or nation. The United States is a government
and in prophecy could appear as a mountain. That government occupies the appointed land—the land
to which the Gentiles brought many of the descendants of Israel as Isaiah prophesied. Could America
be the mountain from which the stone is cut? Daniel interpreted, “Thou sawest that the stone was cut out of
the mountain without hands” (Dan 2:45).
God has brought the kingdom of Judah and the kingdom of Israel under judgment. Latter-day
Israel has grown fat in America by abusing the blessings that God has showered on it. Believers have
allowed briars and thorns to grow among them and in some cases they have nourished them. The Lord
has promised to bring leanness and spark a fire to not only burn up the brambles, but purge the tress of
righteousness that He painted. His judgment will destroy all the wicked, sparing the more righteous. He
will leave a small group of people who will be holy: “He that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem,
shall be called holy” (Is 2:2).
God’s judgments wrought repentance among all who have a broken heart and a contrite spirit.
His judgment will cleanse and redeem the truly repentant. Isaiah promised, “Zion shall be redeemed with
judgment, and her converts with righteousness” ( Is 1:27). The small group of people who are left will become
the stone that the hand of God cuts out of the mountain: “The stone that smote the image became a great
mountain, and filled the whole earth” (Is 2:35). I plan to explain more about this stone in the next issue.
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