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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“Ye must needs be led out of bondage by power, and with a stretched
out arm; and as your fathers were led at the first, even so shall the
redemption of Zion be.” (D&C 100:3e)

ZION’S BONDAGE BROKEN

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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The Promise to Zion
We depend on the grace of
Jesus, especially when we leave
this life. The mission of Christ,
for which He restored His
church, now depends on His
grace, too. Only He can do it.

Recent political events have
drawn attention to a hidden
establishment that manipulates
political parties for private gain.
Is America in
bondage to
them? David
prophesied,
“The kings of
the earth set
themselves, and
the rulers take
counsel together,
against the Lord,
and against his
Anointed” (Ps 2:2).
Our natural inclinations is to
throw off these fetters. Some
believe that is what is giving
popularity to presidential
outsiders. Yet, the bonds of
immorality and disbelief are not
broken by natural defenses, but

by the weapons of the Spirit.
The purpose for which God
founded America, as well as the
redemption of Zion, can only
be achieved
through proper
use of spiritual
powers that
Paul lists in
(Eph 6:14-18).
Is that what
the Lord is
trying to teach
us?
God will save His work. He
will break Zion’s bondage: “He
that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh;
the Lord shall have them in
derision” (Ps 2:4). David assures
us: “Thou shalt break them with a
rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in
pieces like a potter's vessel” (Ps 2:9).

Who Will See the Kingdom of God?

For many generations, the coming of the Kingdom of God is a subject of great interest. It
motivated some of the Pilgrims who first colonized America. It undergirded the Restoration and its
spectacular growth. And it is emerging as a uniting hope in Evangel Christianity. Consider God’s
promise as He expressed it in latter-day revelation: “Blessed are the poor, who are pure in heart, whose hearts are
broken, and whose spirits are contrite, for they shall see the kingdom of God coming in power and great glory unto their
deliverance; for the fatness of the earth shall be theirs” (D&C 56:6a).
We believe and proclaim that our Lord restored His church in 1830 for the express purpose of
bringing forth His Kingdom. It is a subject of great interest to those who search deeply to understand
the work of God’s hands. The ancient promise to establish the House of the God of Jacob in the top of
the mountains is found in the second chapter of Isaiah, and the fourth chapter of Micah. Both give a
picture of the coming forth of God’s Holy Mountain
I want to begin the study of the coming of God's Kingdom—that House of the God of Jacob—
with this scripture: "I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and
came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a
kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not
pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed" (Dan 7:13-14).
The prophet foresaw a time, which now is near at hand when the Father will give Jesus Christ an
endless Kingdom here on earth. At the time when Jesus reigns in this Kingdom “all people, nations, and
languages, should serve him” (Dan 7:14). What a glorious time! The Kingdom—the House of the God of
Jacob—will be brought to perfection. This gives me great hope that despite the difficulties of our day,
our Lord will rescue His Kingdom and set His Church in order. He will appoint officers who will do that
work as He leads them.
(Continued on next page)

Support Joseph

Joseph has a message and a plan. The time
of tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is
now. You, along with fellow believers, can
begin preparing for it today.
Taking this message and promoting this
plan takes money. We depend on your
contributions. They will help send Joseph
where he is needed. All contributions are tax
deductible. Please send your contributions to
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013. Thank you for
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web

For those who use the Internet, you may
find up-to-date information at our website.
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or
www.jfsm.org will take you to it. You may
contact us through that site or write us at the
address to the left.

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

Who Will See the Kingdom of God? (con’t)
Jesus built His Church when He personally ministered on earth: “He gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ” (Eph 4:11-12). Those offices were corrupted with false doctrines and
pagan practices, but God returned these same officers when He restored His Church in 1830. Why did
He restore them? He called the early saints to build a House of the Lord in the land of Zion, which
when completed would have perfected them and hastened His kingdom.
Unfortunately, the saints failed at that time. Joseph Smith and a few elders laid Zion’s foundation
and bore testimony of the land on which the New Jerusalem will stand. It will serve as a place of refuge
for the saints. God wanted it built up almost 200 years ago, but the saints did not heed the Lord’s
directives. They followed the same course as ancient Israel when the Lord brought them out of Egypt
and invited them to occupy their Promised Land. Why did the Hebrews fail? The Bible reveals, “For
unto us was the rest preached, as well as unto them; but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in
them that heard it” (Heb 4:2). Even after Joshua led them into that land 40 years later, they failed to
establish a righteous kingdom, “a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation” (Ex 19:6), drifting into sin and
eventually driven from their homeland. Jeremiah lamented their expulsion: “And hast given them this land,
which thou didst swear to their fathers to give them, a land flowing with milk and honey; and they came in, and possessed it;
but they obeyed not thy voice, neither walked in thy law; they have done nothing of all that thou commandedest them to do;
therefore thou hast caused all this evil to come upon them” (Jer 32:22-23).
Because the Hebrews whom God called to inhabit the Promised Land and establish His kingdom
on it disobeyed, He brought evil on them. He stirred up the Assyrians and the Babylonians, who
possessed little concern for the life of people. The attacked them— a theme is being repeated today.
God has brought the blood of ancient Israel to America. They were sown among the Gentiles,
who in times past were lost in ignorance and superstition, worshiping false gods. He converted them to
Jesus Christ and in the Reformation freed them from the bondage of the abominable church. He
prospered them in the New World, a land of refuge for those who sought to worship Him according to
their conscience. He restored His gospel among them. Many rejected it and those who believed failed to
keep all His laws. They did not occupy the land of Zion in faith. Now people from the land of the
Chaldeans and Babylonians, who hate Christianity, are plotting America’s destruction.
God promised that His enemies will not scatter His people again. Through Daniel, He vowed
that a little stone will be cut out of the mountain without hands and become that great mountain that
Isaiah and Micah foresaw.: “Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his
feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces . . . that no place was found for them; and the stone that smote the
image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth” (Dan 2:34-35). As it rolls forth, it will destroy all the
wicked of the land and leave only those who can truly be called Holy: “It shall come to pass, they that are left
in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy” (Is 4:2).
I fear for the saints. We are so divided that we cannot present the restored gospel in harmony or
build up the land of Zion in righteousness. Can we endure the cleansing of Zion? “Blessed are the poor,
who are pure in heart, whose hearts are broken, and whose spirits are contrite, for they shall see the kingdom of God coming
in power and great glory unto their deliverance” (D&C 56:6a). Many of us feel that we have come to Him with a
broken heart and a contrite spirit, but our hearts have not been broken like they will be when we have
lost everything—when we are adrift in the devastation of our world, without clothing, food, water and
shelter—when we fear for our lives so that we “dwell safely in the wilderness, and sleep in the woods (Ezek 34:25)
—or when “the people which were left of the sword found grace in the wilderness; even Israel, when I went to cause him
to rest” (Jer 31:2). AMEN.
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