
Joseph F. Smith 
is the son of Arthur Smith, the 
grandson of Alexander Smith, 
and the great-grandson of 
Joseph Smith, Jr.  He comes in 
Christ’s name to invite all 
those who believe in the Book 
of Mormon and the restored 
gospel to prepare for Zion’s 
redemption. 
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   The Pilgrims and Puritans 
who first colonized New 
England hoped to provide a 
place of  refuge for Christians 
tyrannized by 
both church 
and state 
throughout 
Europe.  They 
hoped to 
become a “city 
on a hill.” 

   Sadly, “the 
natural man is an 
enemy to God.”  Without the 
abiding presence of  the Holy 
Spirit, our sinful nature keeps us 
from acting righteously—from 
becoming a holy nation.   

   Jesus restored His gospel, as 
well as His church, so that He 
could fill His people with the 
Holy Spirit’s sanctifying power, 

which can help them live right-
eously and build the holy city. 

   The saints failed to build up 
Zion or redeem it after they 

were expelled 
from 
Independence.  
Although the 
faithful 
returned 
during the 
next 
generation, as 
prophesied, 

they did not build up Zion’s 
waste places.   The promised 
whirlwind scattered them. 

   God is able to do His own 
work and complete what feeble 
saints could not.  He will send 
truth from the earth and right-
eousness from heaven to 
prepare the place for Zion.

z The Willing & Obedient z 
     “Righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a 
flood, to gather out my own elect from the four quarters of the earth unto 
a place which I shall prepare.”                                   (D&C 36:12f)
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The Promise to Zion  
      We depend on the grace of 
Jesus, especially when we leave 
this life.  The mission of Christ, 
for which He restored His 
church, now depends on His 
grace, too.  Only He can do it. 

GOD WILL PREPARE A PLACE



The House of the Lord
	 For many years the saints have looked toward the establishment of  Zion.  Many longed for the 
appearance of  that Holy City, the New Jerusalem.  During the early days of  the Restoration, it was a 
bright, shining hope that motivated many members to sell all they owned, lay their substance before the 
Bishop and move their families, but today it is clouded by confusion, contention and division.  Different 
people see its establishment differently.  Some even suppose that Zion is only an ideal that people in 
every community should emulate.  The Lord speaks to this uncertainty with words that are clear and 
sure: “Zion shall not be moved out of  her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered, they that remain and are pure in 
heart shall return and come to their inheritances; they and their children, with songs of  everlasting joy; to build up the waste 
places of  Zion” (D&C 98:4g).  What God purposes will come to pass.  Today's world of  trouble raises 
questions about how God will accomplish this promise.  
	 On Tuesday the 27th of  November 1832  Joseph Smith Jr. wrote W. W. Phelps.  His letter 
contains a revelation.  A portion of  that revelation. states, "It shall come to pass that I the Lord God will send 
one mighty and strong, holding the sceptre of  power in his hand, clothed with light for a covering, whose mouth shall utter 
words, eternal words, while his bowels shall be a fountain of  truth, to set in order the house of  God” (RLDS Church 
History, p. 259).  The house of  God is His church.  That church is out of  order today and now depends 
on the Lord to correct it.  He said that He would send someone to reorder His church and redeem Zion.  
Elsewhere, the Lord promised, “The redemption of  Zion must needs come by power; therefore I will raise up unto my 
people a man, who shall lead them like as Moses led the children of  Israel” (D&C 100:3d). 
	 I believe that the one “mighty and strong” of  whom Joseph prophesied can be none other than Jesus 
Christ.  No one else can fit the description given.  During the presidency of  Joseph III, the RLDS 
Church adopted a resolution stating that the one mighty and strong is Jesus Christ.  I look forward to the 
Lord setting the House of  God in order.	 	 	 	                   (Continued on next page)

Support Joseph 
    Joseph has a message and a plan.  The time 
of  tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is 
now.  You, along with fellow believers, can 
begin preparing for it today.  
    Taking this message and promoting this 
plan takes money.  We depend on your 
contributions.  They will help send  Joseph 
where he is needed.  All contributions are tax 
deductible.  Please send your contributions to 
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box 
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013.  Thank you for 
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web 
    For those who use the Internet, you may 
find up-to-date information at our website. 
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or 
www.jfsm.org will take you to it.  You may 
contact us through that site or write us at the 
address to the left. 

Want Your own Newsletter? 
    If  you are not receiving your own 
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or 
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html
http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html


	 We have studied Daniel’s prophecy during the past few months.  It says, “Thou sawest till that a 
stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of  iron and clay, and brake them to pieces.  
Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff  of  the 
summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them; and the stone that smote the 
image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth” (Dan 2:34-35). 
	 Of  particular interest to me is the promise that the stone will become a great mountain.  Micah 
gave more information about this mountain.  He prophesied, “In the last days it shall come to pass, that the 
mountain of  the house of  the Lord shall be established in the top of  the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; 
and people shall flow unto it” (Micah 4:1).  The Lord promised that this mountain will appear in the last 
days.  We live in that time and should expect these things to begin to happen soon. 
	 When considering this house of  the Lord, two questions come to my mind.  One is: What will be 
its purpose at the top of  the mountains? The second asks: What are the requirements for those who 
make up this house of  God? 
	 Micah tells us its purpose: “Many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of  the 
Lord, and to the house of  the God of  Jacob; and he will teach us of  his ways, and we will walk in his paths; for the law 
shall go forth of  Zion, and the word of  the Lord from Jerusalem” (Micah 4:2).  The purpose of  this house is to 
serve as an example to the whole world.  It is a city on a hill that invites all to come and partake of  the 
goodness of  God.  It will be an ensign calling those not yet gathered to come to the land of  Zion, 
assembling scattered Israel to God's holy mountain. 
	 Isaiah helps answer my second question: What are the requirements for the people who make up 
this House.  He wrote, “The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib; but Israel doth not know, my people 
doth not consider.  Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of  evildoers, children that are corrupters; they have 
forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of  Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward” (Is 1:3-4). 
	 You can almost feel the anguish of  the Lord as He describes our decadent day. After leading the 
Hebrews out of  Egypt to a land of  milk and honey, God hoped that they would become a holy people.  
He covenanted with them through Moses: “And to make thee high above all nations which he hath made, in praise, 
and in name, and in honor; and that thou mayest be a holy people unto the Lord thy God” (Deut 26:19). 
	 God also led devout Christians to America.  He yearns to have His people become holy, but we 
have become worldly.  Apparently, we will continue our waywardness until Jesus intervenes.  Zenos’ 
parable of  the vineyard discloses how the Lord will personally work with His servants to produce His 
kingdom: “It came to pass that the servants did go, and labor with their mights; and the Lord of  the vineyard labored also 
with them; and they did obey the commandments of  the Lord of  the vineyard, in all things” (Jac 3:140).  This Lord of  
the vineyard is Jesus, who will come to set in order the house of  God.  He will cut the little stone from 
the mountain.  He will cleanse this land and remove the wicked from it: “I will early destroy all the wicked of  
the land; that I may cut off  all wicked doers from the city of  the Lord” (Ps 101:8).  This cleansing will be “by the 
spirit of  judgment, and by the spirit of  burning” so those who remain “shall be called holy” (Is 4:2-3). 
	 When the little stone rolls forth to become a great mountain—when the New Jerusalem finally 
flourishes on the hills—those who gather there will be made holy.  If  we are to dwell in that city, we must 
become holy.  That happens when our garments are washed white by the blood of  the Lamb and our 
bodies sanctified by the fire of  the Holy Ghost.  The Book of  Mormon reveals, “Then cometh the New 
Jerusalem; and blessed are they who dwell therein, for it is they whose garments are white through the blood of  the lamb; 
and they are they who are numbered among the remnant of  the seed of  Joseph, who were of  the house of  Israel.  And then 
also cometh the Jerusalem of  old; and the inhabitants thereof, blessed are they, for they have been washed in the blood of  the 
Lamb” (Ether 6:10-11).  Let us be cleansed by the blood of  Christ and fit for Zion.     JOSEPH F. SMITH 

The House of the Lord (con’t)
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PREPARING THE FAITHFUL FOR A TIME 

TRIBULATION AND ZION’S  REDEMPTION


