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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“The power of the Lamb of God, that it descended upon the saints of
the church of the Lamb, and upon the covenant people of the Lord, who
were scattered upon all the face of the earth.”
(3N 3:230)

COMPLETING THE LATTER-DAY WORK

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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The Promise to Zion
We depend on the grace of
Jesus, especially when we leave
this life. The mission of Christ,
for which He restored His
church, now depends on His
grace, too. Only He can do it.

When Jesus came among the
Jews, they expected Him to
rescue their kingdom from
Roman rule and exonerate
them. Instead,
He came to
make them
holy.
Jesus taught
that the
Mosaic Law
pointed to the
righteousness
He came to
secure, but the Pharisees
thought He belittled the Law.
The Savior told them, “Think
not that I am come to destroy the law,
or the prophets; I am not come to
destroy, but to fulfill” (Matt 5:19).
Today, believers in the latterday work may assume that Jesus
will exonerate them, their

efforts, or their church
fellowship when He sets His
hand to complete His work.
Instead, He will come to purify
His kingdom.
Is it possible
that some
saints may
react to Zion’s
redemption
like the
Pharisees
responded to
Jesus? Will
they consider some whom He
gathers unworthy and some
whom He empowers
authorized?
The Lord will purify His
people and gather all those who
believe in Him. Let the saints
rejoice in whatever steps He
takes to fulfill the Restoration.

The Future of the Restoration

After the death of Joseph and Hiram Smith in 1844, the Restored Church broke into different
segments. Most saints do not realize that many divisions in thought and theology existed for several
years before their deaths. Those controversies were controlled by the power of the office that Joseph
held, but at the removal of the prophet things began to pull apart. The Restoration began dividing,
separating to some extent along the differences of thought and theology that were developing among the
saints. Over 20 different factions or branches of the original Church emerged. This history reminds me
of Isaiah’s prophecy: “For afore the harvest, when the bud is perfect, and the sour grape is ripening in the flower, he shall
both cut off the sprigs with pruning hooks, and take away and cut down the branches” (Is 18:5).
Just as the restored gospel was taking root and the Holy Ghost was transforming the lives of those
who both heard and obeyed it, the Lord promised to prune His vineyard. Why would He cut off the
ripening fruit? It is because spoiled fruit began to appear among the produce of the Holy Spirit, which
yields “love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance” (Gal 5:22-23), the righteous
deeds that adorn the Holy City set on a hill. That spoiled fruit needed to be removed.
Jeremiah predicted this pruning: “And at what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a
kingdom, to build and to plant it; if it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will withhold the good,
wherewith I said I would benefit them” (Jer 18:9-10 ). The kingdom of which Jeremiah prophesied is the
kingdom that was delivered to the Restoration. In September 1830, the Lord told the infant Church,
“Lift up your hearts and be glad, for I am in your midst, and am your advocate with the Father; and it is his good will to
give you the kingdom” (D&C 28:2b). Receiving the kingdom and holding the keys by which it can be opened
is not sufficient. Righteousness must follow. If not, the kingdom would be pruned “if it do evil in my sight,
that it obey not my voice.” Did the early saints disobey the Lord’s voice? Our history is filled with accounts
of disobedience.
(Continued on next page)

Support Joseph

Joseph has a message and a plan. The time
of tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is
now. You, along with fellow believers, can
begin preparing for it today.
Taking this message and promoting this
plan takes money. We depend on your
contributions. They will help send Joseph
where he is needed. All contributions are tax
deductible. Please send your contributions to
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013. Thank you for
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web

For those who use the Internet, you may
find up-to-date information at our website.
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or
www.jfsm.org will take you to it. You may
contact us through that site or write us at the
address to the left.

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

The Future of the Restoration (con’t)
The saints failed to purchase the land of Zion as the commandments specified. Few consecrated
to the bishop. He was only able to purchase 2000 acres. Some bought lands by themselves. They also
ignored the command to build the Temple, and did not raise the sufficient men for Zion’s camp. In
short, they did not obey the commandments and sometimes changed them to suit their desires. They
were guilty like ancient Israel was: “They obeyed not thy voice, neither walked in thy law; they have done nothing of
all that thou commandedest them to do; therefore thou hast caused all this evil to come upon them” (Jer 32:23).
Evil came upon the Restoration just as Jeremiah predicted. Our Lord withheld the good. What
was the good that He promised, the good He withheld? “With one heart and with one mind, gather up your
riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New
Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the most high God; and the glory of the Lord
shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be there, insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it; and it shall be
called Zion.” (D&C 45:12c-d). The saints, America and the world lost the glory intended for the land of
Zion, as a frontier city of holiness could have grown into a righteous metroplex, influencing the world.
The Lord intends to bring the kingdom to perfection. We can see this in the original framework
of the organization of His church in Jerusalem: “He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ” (Eph 4:11-12). This same ministry was returned with the restoring of His church in
1830. The Lord hoped to perfect that ministry in the house that He commanded to be built in the land
of Zion: “I, the Lord, require at their hands, that there may be an house built unto me for the salvation of Zion; for a place
of thanksgiving, for all Saints, and for a place of instruction for all those who are called to the work of the ministry, in all
their several callings, and offices; that they may be perfected in the understanding of their ministry; in theory; in principle and
in doctrine; in all things pertaining to the kingdom of God on the earth, the keys of which kingdom have been conferred upon
you” ( D&C 94:3b-d). A divinely prepared priesthood armed with the fullness of the gospel contains the
power to transform believers in holy saints equipped to live together in righteousness.
The church, our nation, and the world would be in a different condition today if the saints had
built that house. Instead, the saints were driven out of the land of Zion, and eventually out of Missouri.
Has their failure destroyed the work of the Lord? I don't believe so. In the last few issues of our
newsletter, I have shown that the Lord promised to cut out a stone, which would break apart Babylon:
“Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay,
and brake them to pieces” (Dan 2:34). Daniel added that it would become an everlasting kingdom: “In the
days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be
left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever” (Dan 2:44).
I also explained that this event will happen when an enemy army attacks America. Its invasion
will destroy the wicked and cleanse the land. David prophesied, “I will early destroy all the wicked of the land;
that I may cut off all wicked doers from the city of the Lord” (Ps 101:8). Isaiah also described it: “It shall come to
pass, they that are left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even everyone that is written among
the living in Jerusalem; when the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the
blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning” (Is 4:2-3). Note the
promise that all those remaining “shall be called holy.” People will be made holy by the transforming
power of the Holy Ghost that comes by repentance, baptism of water and of the spirit. When properly
done through the priesthood of that kingdom, which was restored in 1830, they become a child of God.
They come to their Lord with a broken heart and a contrite spirit, willing to hearken to His voice and
abide His commandments.
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