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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors
about thee; hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the
indignation be overpast.”
(Is 26:20)

GOD WILL PREPARE A PLACE

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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The Promise to Zion
We depend on the grace of
Jesus, especially when we leave
this life. The mission of Christ,
for which He restored His
church, now depends on His
grace, too. Only He can do it.

A few years ago, when various
appellate courts were striking
down state laws against
homosexual marriages, I
wondered
where the
righteous
could flee to
escape the
divine punishment that is
sure to follow.
I recalled the
verse, “As it
was in the days
of Lot.” (Lu 17:28-29).
On March 12, 2014, as I was
engaged in my normal prayer
time concerning another matter,
the Lord spoke in my mind:
“They will flee to Zion.” I
wondered, how does that flight
help? Independence is no

different than any other part of
the United States.
I left later that day and did
not return home for several
weeks. During
my next prayer
time, while
concentrating
again on
another
matter, the
Lord answered
my question:
“I will cleanse
the land of Zion.”
The Lord prophesied in
1833, “The rebellious shall be cut
off out of the land of Zion, and shall
be sent away, and shall not inherit the
land” (D&C 64:7b). That purification will soon prepare a place
for the Lord’s people to safely
gather.
Bob Moore

Watchman, What of the Night?

Nephi prophesied about our time: “For the kingdom of the devil must shake, and they which belong to it
must needs be stirred up unto repentance, or the devil will grasp them with his everlasting chains, and they be stirred up to
anger and perish: for behold, at that day shall he rage in the hearts of the children of men, and stir them up to anger against
that which is good; and others will he pacify, and lull them away into carnal security, that they will say, All is well in Zion;
yea, Zion prospereth, all is well” (2N 12:23-25).
We live in prosperous times and feel secure, but our prosperity, speaking collectively, has drawn
our attention to worldly things and diminished our reliance on God. Jacob explained, “Because they are
rich, they despise the poor, and they persecute the meek, and their hearts are upon their treasures: wherefore, their treasure is
their God” (2N 6:63). Our affluence has helped us to ignore the command to build up Zion. Instead, we
float along like driftwood on a river, doing little, accomplishing little, and going nowhere.
While some believe all is well in Zion, many scoffers are angry about the work of God. The Lord
said that He must shake the kingdom of the devil in order to stir people to repentance. That shaking is
the time of tribulation that has been prophesied in the Bible, Book of Mormon, and in latter-day
revelations. It is immediately before us, but we are not prepared for what is coming. Neither have we
prepared the saints. Instead of being one, we haggle over issues of less importance until they divide us.
We live in a nation that is experiencing a great moral and spiritual decline. Its politics have
become a quagmire of corruption. This country has become, as the Book of Mormon says, “ripe in
iniquity” (2N 12:20). What response can we expect from the Lord? In the past several months, we have
studied the prophecies pertaining to the work of the Lord regarding His establishment of Zion. We
learned from Daniel that He would cut out a little stone that would become a great mountain. (Dan
2:34-35). This mountain would eventually become His Holy Mountain, Zion (Is 11:9).
(Continued on next page)

Support Joseph

Joseph has a message and a plan. The time
of tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is
now. You, along with fellow believers, can
begin preparing for it today.
Taking this message and promoting this
plan takes money. We depend on your
contributions. They will help send Joseph
where he is needed. All contributions are tax
deductible. Please send your contributions to
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013. Thank you for
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web

For those who use the Internet, you may
find up-to-date information at our website.
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or
www.jfsm.org will take you to it. You may
contact us through that site or write us at the
address to the left.

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

Watchman, What of the Night? (con’t)
Before this can happen, God must cleanse the land. David wrote, “I will early destroy all the wicked
of the land; that I may cut off all wicked doers from the city of the Lord” (Ps 101:8). That destruction will be a
time of great tribulation—a time of suffering, which the saints must endure. Those who do will be
purified. Isaiah prophesied, “It shall come to pass, they that are left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall
be called holy, even everyone that is written among the living in Jerusalem; when the Lord shall have washed away the filth
of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment,
and by the spirit of burning” (Is 4:2-3). This burning judgment is the punishment that the Lord will bring
upon this nation. It has become awash in sin and will incur the wrath of a just God. The revelations
forewarned, “Wherefore the voice of the Lord is unto the ends of the earth, that all that will hear may hear; prepare ye,
prepare ye for that which is to come, for the Lord is nigh; and the anger of the Lord is kindled, and his sword is bathed in
heaven, and it shall fall upon the inhabitants of the earth; and the arm of the Lord shall be revealed” (D&C 1:3a-b).
No revelation in our scriptures is more relevant to our day than is this one. If a flood is coming,
we move to high ground. If a tornado approaches, we seek some shelter. The devastation that is coming
is far worse than any storm or disaster we have ever seen in this nation. The saints must prepare.
The preparation that the saints need to make is to become holy. John the Baptist warned the
Jews about the purification that was coming in their day. The Scribes and Pharisees thought themselves
righteous and prepared. They were not holy. They were self-righteous. Jesus called them hypocrites.
He said, “Ye are like unto whited sepulchers, which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but are within full of the bones of
the dead, and of all uncleanness” (Matt 23:24). They praised their heritage and proudly displayed heir
obedience, but they “omitted the weightier things of the law; judgment, mercy, and faith” (Matt 23:20). Their
conduct proved unfruitful, even hateful, and they lost the kingdom to the repentant and faithful.
Just because we have been baptized or observed the commandments of our choosing does not
make us holy. The saints in 1831 did the same under more difficult circumstances, yet the Lord placed
the church under condemnation then: “They shall remain under this condemnation until they repent and remember
the new covenant, even the Book of Mormon and the former commandments which I have given them, not only to say, but to
do according to that which I have written” (D&C 83:8b). We remain under condemnation. Why? Consider
one of those former commandments: “Be one; and if ye are not one, ye are not mine” (D&C 38:6a). One
reason that we are not holy today is because there are self-righteous saints who refuse to lay down their
differences and work together to build up the kingdom of God.
If you will hear, then perhaps you will prepare. If you will not hear and prepare, then you will
reap the consequences. I have invited people to prepare for what is coming by finding ways to come
together: “Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the way of the people; cast up, cast up the highway; gather out the
stones; lift up a standard for the people. Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to the daughter
of Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him. And they shall call them,
The holy people, The redeemed of the Lord; and thou shalt be called, Sought out, A city not forsaken” (Is 62:10-12).
I have cried out to you, hoping that you would hear, and given this warning; yet your ears are
stopped and your eyes are closed. You spend your efforts trying to rebuild that which has already failed.
You tend to lean on the arm of flesh and follow prophets whom the Lord has not sent. You close your
minds to those prophets the Lord has already given. Turn O Israel. Repent and give ear to the Lord.
Step out of the foolishness of men. Humble yourselves and lay aside all the personal agendas. Come
together as one people and help prepare the saints for that which is coming. Those who hear will receive
the Lord’s promises: “For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to
spring forth; so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations” (Isa 61:11).
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