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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“Ye must be led out of bondage by power, and with a stretched out
arm; and as your fathers were led at first, even so shall the redemption
of Zion be.”
(D&C 100:3e)

THE PROMISE OF GOD’S DELIVERANCE

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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The Promise to Zion
We depend on the grace of
Jesus, especially when we leave
this life. The mission of Christ,
for which He restored His
church, now depends on His
grace, too. Only He can do it.

This US presidential election
has drawn attention to how
elitists run American politics.
They seem to be aligned with
global companies whose
goal is higher
profits through
open borders
and free trade.
Others seek a
one-world
ideal that
promises a
peaceful,
prosperous future.
Nazi Germany held a similar
goal. They predicted an
affluent millennium under their
rule. The Gestapo interrogated
Arthur Oakman, fearing our
teaching of Christ’s reign
conflicted with their hope.

Just like Nazi Germany, the
developing globalist effort is
unfriendly to the gospel of Jesus
Christ. It is one reason that
traditional
Christianity is
under attack in
America.
The Book of
Mormon
brings this
promise: “He
will not suffer
that the wicked
shall destroy the righteous. He will
preserve the righteous by His
power” (1N 7:35-36).
When Israel lay helplessly in
Egyptian bondage, the Lord
sent a deliverer. He promised
the same for the saints. May we
unite in that hope and prepare
for the coming salvation.

Watchman, What of the Night?

Apostle Peter told believers to testify about their hope of eternal life: “Sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts; and be ready always to give an answer with meekness and fear to every man that asketh of you a reason for the hope
that is in you” (1P 3:15). As believers in the Restoration, we have an additional hope. It is the promise of
the Holy City built up on earth. We call it the New Jerusalem or Zion. Like our belief in eternal life, we
should be ready to give an answer for our hope for that city.
The Book of Mormon reveals that this city will be established upon this land. It also says that a
special people live there: “Then cometh the New Jerusalem; and blessed are they who dwell therein, for it is they whose
garments are white through the blood of the lamb; and they are they who are numbered among the remnant of the seed of
Joseph, who were of the house of Israel” (Ether 6:10).
When the Lord restored His church, He gave the early saints “power to lay the foundation of the
church, and to bring it out of obscurity” (D&C 1:5e). He also commanded them to establish the Holy City.
Revelation received in July and August 1831 appointed the place for the New Jerusalem, but the saints
lost the land of Zion before they could bring forth the city. To this date, we of the Restoration have not
been able to accomplish the assigned task. We still hope for Zion and with faith look forward to it. If we
are to share our hope, we should understand how the Lord will bring about His promises.
Jesus told His disciples,, “Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's
house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And when I go, I will
prepare a place for you, and come again and receive you unto myself; that where I am, ye may be also” ( John 14:1-3).
We understand that after Jesus’ death and resurrection, he ascended to arrange eternal glories for all His
disciples from every age. He also promised to come again, revealing that He wants His people to be with
Him not only in eternity, but at His return. He wants them in Zion. The Lord clarified this point when
He spoke to Joseph Smith: “And righteousness and truth will I cause
(Continued on next page)

Support Joseph

Joseph has a message and a plan. The time
of tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is
now. You, along with fellow believers, can
begin preparing for it today.
Taking this message and promoting this
plan takes money. We depend on your
contributions. They will help send Joseph
where he is needed. All contributions are tax
deductible. Please send your contributions to
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013. Thank you for
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web

For those who use the Internet, you may
find up-to-date information at our website.
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or
www.jfsm.org will take you to it. You may
contact us through that site or write us at the
address to the left.

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

Watchman, What of the Night? (con’t)
to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine own elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I
shall prepare; an holy city, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there
shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion; a New Jerusalem” (Gen 7:70).
God has been at work in every age preparing a place for His people. He succeeded in Enoch’s
day and in ancient America. Other times His efforts were hindered. The Lord knew that the early
saints would not be able to establish the New Jerusalem in the land of Zion. Although He returned the
faithful in the next generation, He knew that they would “pollute their inheritances” (D&C 100:3c). Today
the saint lack the power to build up Zion in the appointed place. We are like the children of Israel as
they tried to escape Egypt. The exodus seemed impossible when they came to the Red Sea, yet God told
them, “Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord” (Ex 14:13). Just as God opened a way for the Israelites to
escape their Egyptian bondage, He will save His people who are now in bondage to the world.
In November 1832, the Lord gave this word through Joseph the prophet: “It shall come to pass that I
the Lord God will send one mighty and strong, holding the sceptre of power in his hand, clothed with light for a covering,
whose mouth shall utter words, eternal words, while his bowels shall be a fountain of truth, to set in order the house of
God.” We often think that we can set in order the house of God, which is the church. Many years have
past as several have tried to do just that. They have failed. There is a reason why.
Long ago, God said, “Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel, and his Redeemer the Lord of hosts; I am the
first, and I am the last; and besides me there is no God. And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set it in order for
me, since I appointed the ancient people? and the things that are coming, and shall come, let them show unto them” (Is
44:6-7). Jesus is the King of Israel and her Redeemer. He is the first and the last. In Isaiah, He asks
who besides Him can set in order those things that He plans for His people. Only Jesus can set in order
His house and complete the work of God’s hands. We must look forward to the day that He will come to
both set in order the house of God and establish Zion, His holy mountain. This is our hope.
The scriptures tell us how our Lord will redeem Zion. He promised to prepare a place so that
His people can be where He is. Since Jesus will come to Zion, He will prepare that place. He said, “A
place which I shall prepare; an holy city, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my
coming” (Gen 7:70). In our past studies we have learned that in order to prepare this land for the Holy
City, or Zion, He will send an invading army to destroy all the unrighteous. David revealed, “I will early
destroy all the wicked of the land; that I may cut off all wicked doers from the city of the Lord” (Ps 101:8).
Daniel also describes this event: “Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the
image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces . . . and the stone that smote the image became a
great mountain, and filled the whole earth” (Dan 2:34-35). This little stone will be those who remain after the
invading army has gone through this land, leaving only the more righteous. Isaiah gives the description
of these that are left: “It shall come to pass, they that are left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be
called holy, even everyone that is written among the living in Jerusalem; when the Lord shall have washed away the filth of
the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by
the spirit of burning” (Is 4:2-3).
The spirit of judgment and burning that Isaiah prophesied describes the coming war. As the
invaders advance, they will destroy the wicked. Jeremiah foretold it: “Behold, the whirlwind of the Lord goeth
forth with fury, a continuing whirlwind; it shall fall with pain upon the head of the wicked. The fierce anger of the Lord
shall not return, until he have done it, and until he have performed the intents of his heart; in the latter days ye shall consider
it” (Jer 30 23-24). The more righteous will flee to the land of Zion where they will be judged by God’s
standards, not man’s. Those who remain will be considered holy by the Lord. If our hope in Zion is
real, then we must show it by an immediate effort to become holy.
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