
Joseph F. Smith 
is the son of Arthur Smith, the 
grandson of Alexander Smith, 
and the great-grandson of 
Joseph Smith, Jr.  He comes in 
Christ’s name to invite all 
those who believe in the Book 
of Mormon and the restored 
gospel to prepare for Zion’s 
redemption. 
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   We can feel the tension and 
polarization.  They radiate from 
our politics, the economy, social 
unrest and Islamic terrorism.  
We are fast 
approaching a 
time of  divine 
judgment.  
People are 
looking for a 
place of  safety.  

   For 30 years, 
the saints have 
debated and 
divided.  The scriptures tell us 
that God is stirring His people 
to repentance.  All is not well in 
Zion and it must be prepared. 

   What will it take?  Do we 
need a proper organization?  Or 
the right people in office?  Are 
there laws that are not being 
correctly followed? 

   Enoch’s city “was called the city 
of  Holiness, even Zion” (Gen 7:25).  
In addition, “There were no poor 
among them” (Gen 7:23). 

   Organiza-
tions, offices, 
rules, and ob-
servances do 
not make 
people holy.  
Neither do 
they succor the 
poor.  People 
do.  They 

become holy when they are one 
with God and each other, 
sharing what they have with all.  

   God is calling His people to 
repent and be holy.  Soon, 
thousands will seek refuge.  The 
saints must not only receive 
them, but sustain them during 
days of  difficulty and privation.

z The Willing & Obedient z 
     “For the kingdom of the devil must shake, and they which belong to it 
must needs be stirred up unto repentance.”                                 (2N 12:23)
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“ L A Y  D O W N  T H E  F E N C E S  A N D  F I N D  C O M M O N  G R O U N D ”

Joseph Speaks at Waldo  
      Joseph will speak at the 
Waldo Restoration Branch on 
Sunday night, November 20 at 
6:00 PM.  The title of his talk is 
“The Voice of Warning.”  Bring 
scriptures and pen & paper.

A TIME FOR REPENTANCE



Watchman, What of the Night?
	 Every November Americans celebrate Thanksgiving.  I really looked forward to this day when I 
was young.  Our family enjoyed a good dinner with all the fine trimmings that we usually did not have.  
We had so much to be thankful for—blessings that the Lord provided for us during the past year. 
	 We lived on a farm in southern Missouri.  It came complete with cows to milk, stock to feed, 
chickens to water and hogs to care for year round.  During the summer, we put up hay, cultivated a 
garden, canned food, and stored supplies to feed us during the winter.  Since machinery was limited, we 
did most of  this work by hand. 
	 Sunday services in our neck of  the woods happened in a small log cabin.  It had no electricity 
and a wood burning stove that heated us in the winter.  I remember many Sunday mornings and 
evenings studying the Bible and the Book of  Mormon in that log church.  It sat atop a hill all by itself  
and provided an isolated place during a peaceful time, even during World War II.  We had no TV, no 
telephones, and only one battery operated radio.  Those cherished days are gone forever, but I am 
thankful for them. 
	 Today, most people do not know that life of  peace.  We are entangled in a world of  stress and 
trouble.  That which we considered good is now disliked and that which used to be evil has gradually 
become acceptable.  The scriptures speak of  our troublesome time.  Jesus prophesied, “In the generation in 
which the times of  the Gentiles shall be fulfilled, there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon 
the earth distress of  nations with perplexity, like the sea and the waves roaring. The earth also shall be troubled, and the 
waters of  the great deep; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth. 
For the powers of  heaven shall be shaken” (Luke 21:25-26). 
	 We live at a time when many people live in fear.  They are afraid of  the growing lawlessness.  
Some are afraid of  our government.                                                                 (Continued on next page)

Support Joseph 
    Joseph has a message and a plan.  The time 
of  tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is 
now.  You, along with fellow believers, can 
begin preparing for it today.  
    Taking this message and promoting this 
plan takes money.  We depend on your 
contributions.  They will help send  Joseph 
where he is needed.  All contributions are tax 
deductible.  Please send your contributions to 
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box 
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013.  Thank you for 
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web 
    For those who use the Internet, you may 
find up-to-date information at our website. 
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or 
www.jfsm.org will take you to it.  You may 
contact us through that site or write us at the 
address to the left. 

Want Your own Newsletter? 
    If  you are not receiving your own 
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or 
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html
http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html


  
Others are afraid of  how industry and its needs are polluting the earth and affecting its climate.  Some 
are afraid of  natural disasters.  I know about the thunder and turmoil in the heavens and their effects on 
the earth, but Jesus’ prophecy about the powers of  heaven being shaken is more than just that. The 
powers of  heaven to direct mankind reside in our faith in God and our relationship with Him. So many 
Americans are turning away from God.  Our faith in Him is declining.  We do not trust Him as we once 
did.  We do not communicate with Him as we should.  To many of  us are favoring the things of  this 
world and the needs of  the workplace, while abandoning a daily search of  the scriptures for guidance 
and purpose.  These deficiencies are rendering the power of  heaven less effective today.  Jesus warned, 
“These are they who receive the word among thorns; such as hear the word, and the cares of  this world, and the deceitfulness 
of  riches, and the lusts of  other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful” (Mark 4:16). 
	 Because Americans, even some religious ones, are losing faith, their vision of  what is coming to 
pass in these last days has been diminished.  Unable to see and understand what God is doing strikes fear 
in people’s hearts.  Those with faith should hold a different view, a hopeful one.  Jesus promised, “When 
these things begin to come to pass, then look up and lift up your heads, for the day of  your redemption draweth nigh.  And 
then shall they see the Son of  Man coming in a cloud, with power and great glory” (Luke 21:27-28). 
	 I am thankful that we worship a God who knows all things before they come to pass.  As early as 
November 1831, the Lord foresaw what was to come in the future and He gave a warning.  “Wherefore the 
voice of  the Lord is unto the ends of  the earth, that all that will hear may hear; prepare ye, prepare ye for that which is to 
come, for the Lord is nigh; and the anger of  the Lord is kindled, and his sword is bathed in heaven, and it shall fall upon the 
inhabitants of  the earth; and the arm of  the Lord shall be revealed; and the day cometh that they who will not hear the voice 
of  the Lord, neither the voice of  his servants, neither give heed to the words of  the prophets and apostles, shall be cut off  
from among the people” (D&C 1:3a-c). 
	 I fear that too many people have not paid enough attention to this warning and are not ready. 
One reason is because the ministry has not prepared the saints for what is coming.  Instead, they have 
involved themselves in issues that do not address the problems that we are facing today.  In their heartfelt 
effort to restore or set in order their former worship organization, they have wandered into a desert of  
confusion and contention that has rendered their work unfruitful. 
	 Daniel foresaw a little horn that received power from the adversary and troubled the church: “I 
beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; until the Ancient of  days came, and 
judgment was given to the saints of  the Most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom” (Dan 
7:21-22). This little horn has made war against the saints just as the prophecy said.  While it prevailed 
against them after Rome fell, it continues to afflict us today.  We have experienced this war.  The 
adversary has used man's own natural tendencies toward selfishness, pride, egotistical aggrandizement, 
lust for wealth, and worst of  all, bad judgment.  His assault on the Restoration Movement has not only 
brought confusion and division, but it has caused the work of  the Lord to suffer.  We are so divided that 
we cannot build up Zion.  Neither are we prepared for the judgment that is coming on this nation.  
	 When Jesus established His church, He promised Peter, “I will build my church, and the gates of  hell 
shall not prevail against it” (Matt 16:19).  The Savior’s promise gives us great reason to be thankful.  The 
adversary may prevail against the Restoration Movement for a while, but he will not succeed.  Satan 
cannot frustrate the work of  God.  Jesus Christ will bring it to perfection.  He said, “Righteousness and truth 
will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine own elect from the four quarters of  the earth, unto a place 
which I shall prepare; an holy city, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of  my coming; 
for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion; a New Jerusalem” (Gen 7:70). 
  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	                           JOSEPH F. SMITH

Watchman, What of the Night? (con’t)



JOSEPH SMITH Ministries 
PO Box 774 
Blue Springs, MO 64013

PREPARING THE FAITHFUL FOR A TIME 

TRIBULATION AND ZION’S  REDEMPTION


