
Joseph F. Smith 
is the son of Arthur Smith, the 
grandson of Alexander Smith, 
and the great-grandson of 
Joseph Smith, Jr.  He comes in 
Christ’s name to invite all 
those who believe in the Book 
of Mormon and the restored 
gospel to prepare for Zion’s 
redemption. 
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   God gave the keys of  His 
kingdom and invited people to 
help build it on earth.  While 
some gave their all, some used 
that invitation 
for selfish pur-
poses.  When 
the kingdom 
came under 
attack, the 
watchmen fled 
and the saints 
scattered. 

   The faithful 
returned, but failed.  Today, His 
people “needs be led out of  
bondage” (D&C 110:3e).  We live 
in that day.  Our nation is slowly 
discarding its Christian 
foundations.  An increasing 
number of  people are justifying 
immorality.  Disbelief  is 
growing and faith is vanishing.  

Our nation no longer seeks to 
build a city on a hill. 

   God can do everything that 
He asks people to do.  The 

current plight 
of  His king-
dom on earth 
does not 
hinder the 
Almighty from 
establishing it.  
But who shall 
populate it? 

   Just as mercy 
reached from heaven to save all 
mankind at Jesus’ birth, mercy 
will again reach from heaven to 
save the kingdom of  God on 
earth.  Jesus will finish the work 
of  God in such a way that all 
remaining on earth will believe 
and obey Him: “I will sanctify my 
great name” (Ezek 36:23).

z The Willing & Obedient z 
     “I do not this for you sakes, O house of Israel, but for my holy name’s 
sake, which ye have profaned among the heathen whiter ye went.”                                          
(Ezek 36:22)
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Joseph Speaks at Waldo  
      We depend on the grace of 
Jesus, especially when we leave 
this life.  The mission of Christ, 
for which He restored His 
church, now depends on His 
grace, too.  Only He can do it. 

A TIME FOR REPENTANCE



To Whom the Promises Are Given
	 We come to the last month of  the year.  The historic election, filled with accusatory rhetoric and 
polarizing ideology, is over, but significant resentment festers among some.  Those of  a calmer spirit can 
put the noise of  politics behind and look forward to quieter, more productive days—a time where we can 
contemplate the condition of  the church. 
	  When we look at the restoration of  Christ's church and the many precious gifts it brought with it, 
their promises and the hope of  Zion, worry can come to our souls.  That worry brings greater concerns 
than the politics just past.  What has brought the Restoration to its present condition?  Was it not the 
same type of  accusatory rhetoric and polarizing ideology we just experienced during the past campaign 
that long before divided the saints and diverted us from our divinely appointed assignment? 
	 Jeremiah contains an interesting and fitting warning: “At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, 
and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it; if  it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will withhold 
the good, wherewith I said I would benefit them” (Jer 18:9-10).  The Restoration was not a nation, but it was 
given the kingdom.  The Lord said in September 1830, “It is his good will to give you the kingdom” (D&C 
28:2b).  Three months later, He added, “The kingdom is yours until I come” (D&C 34:6d).  Of  particular 
interest is this definite statement: “In this my Father's kingdom which shall be built up on the earth” (D&C 26:1d).  
Clearly, God gave the restored church the task of  building up the kingdom, the very thing that Jeremiah 
prophesied: “Concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it” (Jer 18:9).  If  during the process of  building it up 
the saints were to do evil by not obeying His voice, then the Lord said: “I will withhold the good, wherewith I 
said I would benefit them” (Jer 18:10). 
	 Some early saints were disobedient, motivating the Lord in 1832 to admonish, “Your minds in times 
past have been darkened because of  unbelief, and because you have treated lightly the things you have received, which vanity 
and unbelief  hath brought the whole church under condemnation.                                      (Continued on next page)

Support Joseph 
    Joseph has a message and a plan.  The time 
of  tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is 
now.  You, along with fellow believers, can 
begin preparing for it today.  
    Taking this message and promoting this 
plan takes money.  We depend on your 
contributions.  They will help send  Joseph 
where he is needed.  All contributions are tax 
deductible.  Please send your contributions to 
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO Box 
774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013.  Thank you for 
your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web 
    For those who use the Internet, you may 
find up-to-date information at our website. 
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or 
www.jfsm.org will take you to it.  You may 
contact us through that site or write us at the 
address to the left. 

Want Your own Newsletter? 
    If  you are not receiving your own 
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or 
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html
http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html


  
And this condemnation resteth upon the children of  Zion, even all; and they shall remain under this condemnation until they 
repent and remember the new covenant, even the Book of  Mormon and the former commandments which I have given them, 
not only to say, but to do according to that which I have written, that they may bring forth fruit meet for their Father's 
kingdom, otherwise there remaineth a scourge and a judgment to be poured out upon the children of  Zion; for, shall the 
children of  the kingdom pollute my holy land?  Verily, I say unto you, Nay” (D&C 83:8a-8c).  They “treated lightly” 
what their Lord gave them in several ways: by ignoring the word, by rebelling against it, by interpreting it 
with their own vanity, or by disbelieving it.  Our Lord would consider any of  these responses as evil and 
would withhold the good that He had promised. 
	 God does not pronounce judgment upon His people without giving warning and providing an 
escape.  When He condemned the church for its disbelief, as cited above, He provided them ample 
warning.  He told them to “repent and remember.”  Did they?  Apparently not, for in one year they were 
driven from the land of  Zion. They were also told to build a House of  the Lord on the appointed place.  
The Lord had even showed them the spot for the cornerstone a year before, but they never began 
building it.  Instead, they were driven out.  Did they repent then?  No!  They went back to Kirtland and 
built a House of  the Lord there.  Was that House successful?  No!  They were driven out of  Kirtland.  
They still did not repent.  They went to Far West and laid the foundation for the Lord's House in that 
land.  That effort did not succeed either.  They were driven from Far West and fled to Illinois.  Once 
there, they started a Temple, but failed again.  God had allotted a time in which He required its 
completion but they never finished it.  They were driven away again and that Temple destroyed, not by 
men, but by acts of  God: first by a whirlwind and then by a fire.  The Lord had told the saints that if  that 
failed to obey His word in the land of  Zion, “Ye shall be scourged from city to city.” (D&C 63:8e).  
	 The glaring question is: What was lost?  What did they lose when they were scourged from city to 
city?  They certainly lost many material things.  More importantly, they lost the spiritual blessings that 
have been withheld.  Consider what those blessings would have been, not only for them, but for us and 
the world today.  There is no House of  the Lord in the land of  Zion, no New Jerusalem and no place for 
the perfecting of  the saints.  There is no land of  peace, no city of  refuge, no place of  safety in a world 
rent by terrorism, no mountain for the gathering of  scattered Israel.  
	 Also consider the condition of  the whole Restoration today.  It is broken into over 400 different 
groups, some with different organizational structures, some with different ordinances and some with 
different philosophies.  The divine word of  God that was delivered to the Saints in those early days has 
been misinterpreted, misrepresented, changed, ignored and dismissed by far too many.  We were given a 
golden opportunity to establish the kingdom of  the Almighty God, but we failed. 
	 The failures, not just of  saints in the past, but of  saints today, cannot hinder the work of  God.  
He is not so inept that He is unable to do His own work.  Before the restoration of  the church, He told 
Joseph, “The works, and the designs, and the purposes of  God, cannot be frustrated, neither can they come to naught, for 
God doth not walk in crooked paths; neither doth he turn to the right hand nor to the left; neither doth he vary from that 
which he hath said; therefore his paths are straight and his course is one eternal round.  Remember, remember, that it is not 
the work of  God that is frustrated, but the work of  men” (D&C 2:1a-2a). 
	 No one can frustrate God’s work.  He can do it Himself.  He promised, “Righteousness and truth will 
I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine own elect from the four quarters of  the earth, unto a place 
which I shall prepare; an holy city, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of  my coming; 
for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion; a New Jerusalem” (Gen 7:70).  This promise will be 
fulfilled for those whose hearts are pure, who come to Him with a broken heart and a contrite spirit.	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  JOSEPH F. SMITH
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PREPARING THE FAITHFUL FOR A TIME 

TRIBULATION AND ZION’S  REDEMPTION


