
Joseph F. Smith 
is the son of Arthur Smith, the 
grandson of Alexander Smith, 
and the great-grandson of 
Joseph Smith, Jr.  He comes in 
Christ’s name to invite all 
those who believe in the Book 
of Mormon and the restored 
gospel to prepare for Zion’s 
redemption. 
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      The Lord promised David 
that He would build him a 
house.  Many believe that God 
referred to 
Solomon’s 
Temple.  
David’s son 
built it and 
God placed 
His glory on it.  
But Israel 
sinned, the 
glory departed 
and the 
Temple razed. 

     Jesus’s body became His 
temple when He took our flesh.  
He bore our sins and wrought 
our salvation.  Those who 
believe on Him and obey His 
gospel receive His Spirit.  They 
become living stones that He 

can fitly frame together into His 
holy house. 

     When the Lord restored His 
church, He 
called His 
people to 
become that 
holy house and 
build the 
temple on the 
consecrated 
spot.  They did 
neither. 

     Today, the saints are 
scattered and have no right to 
build the temple on the 
appointed place, but they can 
obey the gospel and receive the 
Holy Ghost.  They can grow the 
fruits of  the spirit and let the 
Lord fitly frame them together 
into a holy house.

z The Willing & Obedient z 
     “I tell thee, that the Lord will build thee a house.” (1 Chr 
17:10)

THE TEMPLE IN ZION
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Our Mission:  
      To invite, assist and support 
believers in the Restoration to 
come together and work in 
harmony for the kingdom of 
God.



Mighty Trees for the Lord
	 Tucked within the Old Testament is this curious prophecy: “Son of  man, What is the vine tree more 
than any tree, or than a branch which is among the trees of  the forest?  Shall wood be taken thereof  to do any work? or will 
men take a pin of  it to hang any vessel thereon?  Behold, it is cast into the fire for fuel; the fire devoureth both the ends of  it, 
and the midst of  it is burned.  Is it meet for any work?  Behold, when it was whole, it was meet for no work; how much less 
shall it be meet yet for any work when the fire hath devoured it, and it is burned?” (Ezek 15:2-5). 

Those who have no experience harvesting trees for lumber or wood products may find this 
passage hard to understand.  Lumberjacks fell mighty trees with long, straight trunks.  Its wood is strong.  
Forest vines are not straight.  Neither are they strong.  They have no tensile strength.  Unlike the beams 
and studs that are cut from trees, vines are too thin for milling and can stand no weight or lasting design.  
Because they have no use, vines are not harvested, but are wasted or destroyed. 

If  the seedlings that sprout from the forest floor could choose their course and prepare for the 
harvest, would they choose to grow straight and strong, rising toward the sunlight that streams from 
heaven, or would they rest on others and grow crooked and weak, like the vine?  The Lord used this 
example to show that we must grow like the trees of  the forest.  We must be straight and solid.  We must 
have strength, if  we are to be useful to Him. 

How do people become strong?  Strength is the result of  hard work.  They may labor in the field 
or factory, cut stone, build houses, or mine coal.  They may work out in the gym.  Those who are 
dedicated to the goal and faithful in their discipline get stronger.  People who become strong in the Lord 
show similar attributes.  Their spiritual strength is the result of  their commitment, faith and obedience.  
Physical strength empowers people to endure bodily pain and hardships.  Spiritual strength equips	
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Support Joseph 
    Joseph has a message and a plan.  The time 
of  tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is 
now.  You, along with fellow believers, can 
began preparing for it today.  
    Taking this message and promoting this 
plan takes money.  We depend on your 
contributions.  They will help send  Joseph 
where he is needed.  All contributions are tax 
deductible.  Please send your contributions to 
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO 
Box 774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013.  Thank 
you for your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web 
    For those who use the Internet, you may 
find up-to-date information at our website. 
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or 
www.jfsm.org will take you to it.  You may 
contact us through that site or write us at the 
address to the left. 

Want Your own Newsletter? 
    If  you are not receiving your own 
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or 
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html
http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html


people to endure doubt and trials.  Those who have fortified their spiritual strength will be able to endure 
the days of  tribulation that I believe are coming very soon. 

That promised tribulation will pour destruction on the wicked (Psalms 101:8).  We may even be 
in its beginning stages.  As our past studies have shown, divine judgment will include an invasion of  both 
America and Jerusalem.  Ezekiel described that horrible war (Ezek 38) and revealed that it will afflict 
those living on the land of  Zion.  It will leave only those who are holy: “It shall come to pass, they that are left 
in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even everyone that is written among the living in 
Jerusalem; when the Lord shall have washed away the filth of  the daughters of  Zion, and shall have purged the blood of  
Jerusalem from the midst thereof  by the spirit of  judgment, and by the spirit of  burning” (Is 4:2-3). 

For a people to be holy, they must belong to God.  Holiness is being one with our Savior.  Jesus 
prayed, “Father, I pray . . . that they may be purified in me, that I may be in them as thou, Father, art in me, that we may 
be one, that I may be glorified in them” (3N 9:30).  For us to become a holy people, we must forsake our sins, be 
washed in the blood of  Jesus and spiritually reborn through the gift of  the Holy Ghost.  We must be like 
the trees of  the forest: solid, strong, fully committed to the celestial law of  God.  

The early saints were called to be holy.  The Lord even gave the divine resources to do so: the 
gospel, the ordinances and priesthood power.  We inherited those blessings.  He bestowed those gifts, not 
because we are more righteous, but to make us righteous. 

Consider where we are today.  We are a divided, tangled, body of  believers, steeped in 
independence and confusion.  Many of  us search for the righteousness required to become that salt of  
the earth, but do so according to our individual understandings and experiences.  We do not rely on the 
divine revelation given to a body of  believers, that city set on a hill through which the light of   our Lord’s 
glorious gospel shines.  That banner of  truth and righteousness has been torn and shredded into many 
fragments.  It lies scattered across this land.  It is time to gather up those precious fragments and weave 
again that banner.  It is time that we become real examples of  that true message of  love and truth. 

Having harvested trees for years as a logger, I learned that special trees are often protected and 
nurtured in preparation for the harvest.  That was the job given the restored church.  It received an 
interesting revelation in its early days: “For verily, verily I say unto you, that ye are called to lift up your voices as 
with the sound of  a trump, to declare my gospel unto a crooked and a perverse generation” (D&C 32:1c). 

We are called to preach the gospel.  We are also called to obey it—to let the Holy Ghost fittingly 
frame each of  us into the house of  God—a living temple.  Can we achieve that kind of  holiness? 

In ancient times, the Lord promised, “If  my people which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land” (2 Chr 7:14).  This is the path that we must take to regain God’s favor and reestablish 
the spiritual connection we had, but lost.  We are called by the name of  Christ.  We can pray, seek His 
face, and even turn from our sins, but we must also become like Him.  We must humble ourselves until 
we are willing to sacrifice ourselves for each other.  Otherwise, He will not hear our prayers. 

The time has fully come for God’s people to awaken from their complacency and competition.  
We must return from following first one wind and then another.  We must humble ourselves and seek the 
Lord.  We must let the principles of  the Savior’s gospel bear the fruits of  the Holy Spirit in our lives: love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, [and] temperance” (Gal 5:22-23).  If  we do, we will 
become solid trees of  the forest and not the vine tree that is not suitable for harvest. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Joseph F. Smith

Mighty Trees for the Lord (Con’t)
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PREPARING THE FAITHFUL FOR A TIME OF

TRIBULATION AND ZION’S REDEMPTION


