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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“For the time is come that judgment must begin at the
house of God; and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of
them that obey not the gospel of God?”
(1 Pet 4:17 )

SALVATION IN A TIME OF JUDGMENT

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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Our Mission:
To invite, assist and support
believers in the Restoration to
come together and work in
harmony for the kingdom of
God.

Did judgment begin on the
restored church when Joseph
and Hyrum died? If so,
judgment soon
followed in
1860 when
South
Carolina
seceded from
the Union.

the world. If the elect have
hardly escaped and retained
their faith during the last half
century, how
will the
ungodly fare
when a more
furious
retribution
engulfs them?

God
returned the
faithful of that
generation to the land of Zion.
They and their children
polluted their inheritances.
God overthrew them as
prophesied. The scattered
condition of the church
vindicates that divine judgment.

The time
to cry repentance and warn
our neighbors is now. Jesus is
our only hiding place and
obedience to His gospel is the
only gate to His salvation. Now
is the time to preach faith in our
Savior, repentance from dead
works and baptism by water and
Spirit. Oh that the saints would
unite in this proclamation!

With little left, God will
soon pour that judgment out on

Preparing for Zion’s Redemption
Time is passing fast—very fast—at least for me. At my age, I relish each day. Others may feel
time passing slowly. This happens for those expectantly waiting for one certain day. For those looking
for Zion’s redemption, time seems almost at a standstill. Here we are, already at the second month of
2017 and the emergence of the Holy City seems far away, but it may be closer than we think.
What do we expect for this new year? Some look with hope at the political situation. Others
despair. Our interest and outlook concerning the coming months ahead should be on the spiritual realm
rather than politics. There are prognosticators who predict the future, some in the political arena and
others in the spiritual realm. I am not one of those, preferring instead to look to the Lord’s word.
In 1831, the Lord spoke through His prophet, Joseph Smith and warned us. One revelation
should be of special interest to us today. It said, “Wherefore the voice of the Lord is unto the ends of the earth, that
all that will hear may hear; prepare ye, prepare ye for that which is to come, for the Lord is nigh; and the anger of the Lord
is kindled, and his sword is bathed in heaven, and it shall fall upon the inhabitants of the earth; and the arm of the Lord
shall be revealed; and the day cometh that they who will not hear the voice of the Lord, neither the voice of his servants,
neither give heed to the words of the prophets and apostles, shall be cut off from among the people” (D&C 1:3a-3c).
When the Lord mentions His anger and how His sword will fall upon the inhabitants of the
earth, it should grab our attention, especially the part about severing people. That carries a tone of
finality. Those who have turned away from the Lord, who have dismissed His words or ignored the
prophets, will be cut off. The God of heaven and earth will separate every rebellious and disobedient
person from those who obeyed His words.
Jesus gave many examples of the kingdom of heaven. For instance, “The kingdom of heaven is like
unto a net that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind,
(Continued on next page)

Support Joseph

Joseph has a message and a plan. The time
of tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is
now. You, along with fellow believers, can
began preparing for it today.
Taking this message and promoting this
plan takes money. We depend on your
contributions. They will help send Joseph
where he is needed. All contributions are tax
deductible. Please send your contributions to
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO
Box 774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013. Thank
you for your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web

For those who use the Internet, you may
find up-to-date information at our website.
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or
www.jfsm.org will take you to it. You may
contact us through that site or write us at the
address to the left.

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

Preparing for Zion’s Redemption (Con’t)
which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels; but cast the bad away. So
shall it be at the end of the world” (Matt 13:48-49). This parable foretells the time of separation prophesied
in the Doctrine and Covenants, a division of the good from the bad about which I have been speaking
for the past year. It is a time of cleansing in preparation for the establishing of that Holy City, the New
Jerusalem—the same city for which Abraham, Issac, and Jacob searched: “For he looked for a city which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker is God” (Heb 11:10).
How vast the plan of God’s work must be—how extensive is the work of His hands—for Him to
reveal the eventual establishment of the Holy City on earth so very long ago. The promise of this city
called Zion has been with the children of Israel for over 3000 years, much longer than the nearly two
hundred years it has also been with the Restoration. For a long time we have allowed the hope of that
Zion to be pushed into the future. How foolish! Now, the events that preclude New Jerusalem’s
establishment on the land of Zion are at our doorstep.
Jesus taught that when we see the leaves begin to appear on the trees, then we know that summer
is near. The events of our day show that the destruction of the wicked and the ensuing cleansing of the
land of Zion, as well as Jerusalem, is fast approaching. Many Saints understand the warning that was
given years ago and have tried to prepare for the coming tribulation. Some have stored food, water, and
other necessities. Is the preservation of our physical life enough? I believe we must also secure our
relationship with the Lord.
When we go down into the waters of baptism, our sins are remitted. We rise spiritually clean.
Our bodies are prepared to receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. We also make a covenant to keep God’s
commandments; yet, we remain in this world and must survive in our culture, working to provide the
necessities of life. It is our efforts in daily life where we run into difficulty. Our life in this world is where
we are subjected to the greatest temptation—a very effective tool that the adversary uses to mislead us.
Resisting temptation is a struggle. I remember how hard it was for me to go through Mother’s
kitchen and not run my finger along the edge of the icing atop a freshly baked cake. I believe that there
are two things that can help us resist daily temptations and maintain our baptismal covenant.
The first is our relationship with God. Some spend only a few hours each week in worship, while
some devote more time, maybe up to eight to twelve hours. What about the other 150 hours that we
spend in this world. Singing hymns during that time, listening to sermons and reciting scripture keeps us
close to our Savior and defends us from the adversary and his temptations.
The second is our relationship with others of like faith. We are not alone in this struggle. We
can remain in contact with each other. Sometimes a friendly word becomes a flood of support to a
weary soul. As we listen to each other we can better pray for other’s needs, thereby blessing two people.
One of Jesus’ disciples observed, “Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God” (Lu 14:15).
How wonderful it will when we sit down in the kingdom of God with Abraham, Issac, Jacob and all the
old prophets and eat bread with them. Why not do the same with fellow saints today! What a beautiful
opportunity to sit in peace and enjoy one another’s company. By seeking the fellowship with fellow
believers, we not only gain greater friendships, but we help each other prepare for Zion’s redemption.
“Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another; and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of
remembrance was written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name. And they shall be mine,
saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that
serveth him” (Mal 3:16-17). I want to be in that book.
Joseph F. Smith
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