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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“Surely the Lord God will do nothing, until he revealeth the
secret unto his servants the prophets.”
(Amos 3:7)

A DELIVERER BEFORE THE JUDGMENT?

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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Our Mission:
To invite, assist and support
believers in the Restoration to
come together and work in
harmony for the kingdom of
God.

God called Joseph Smith, Jr.
to warn the Gentiles of the
coming judgment if they
refused the restored gospel. It
began, as
prophesied, on
the church
(D&C 105:
9-10) and
flowed to
America in
1860 at the
rebellion of
South
Carolina.
Before the judgment on
America began, God called
Joseph Smith III to steady the
church and return the faithful to
the land of Zion. He prospered
America after the Civil War to
give ample opportunity for the
faithful to build up Zion, but

they polluted their inheritances.
Now they are overthrown. The
enemy has come in and
scattered the saints. Meanwhile, America
has ripened in
iniquity. Inevitable conflict
lies ahead.
God
promised to
send Zion’s
deliverer, a
man like
Moses, to lead His people from
bondage (D&C 100:3d-e). Will
the Lord bring forth that
deliverer before the judgment
begins, like He did with Joseph
III? More importantly, are the
saints ready to follow him? or, as
in the case of the Pharisees, will
he not meet their expectations?

Finishing the Work of God’s Hands
Scriptural studies are delightful activities for those who enjoy seeking the truths revealed in the
Bible and the Book of Mormon. The most interesting one for me is to study the work of God's hands.
It began in the Garden of Eden when Satan severed the relationship between man and God.
The separation created the need for someone to mend the breach. That someone is Jesus Christ, God’s
only begotten Son. It took hundreds of years and countless events after man was driven from the
Garden to bring forth a people whom God could use to accomplish His goal. He prepared the twelve
tribes of Israel. The covenant God had made with Abraham was handed down through Issac and Jacob
to his twelve sons. They became the heads of the twelve tribes. The healer of the breach, Jesus Christ,
came from the tribe of Judah, who offered Himself as a sacrifice for that first disobedience. His
redeeming atonement opened the door again to a relationship with God. People are no longer under
condemnation for their fallen state and became accountable for their own personal conduct.
Many Biblical students place an end to Christ’s work at this point in history, as if the work of
God's hands concluded when Jesus rose from the grave and ascended into heaven. They consider the
salvation of the soul to be the fullness of the gospel’s good news and the completion of the Savior’s work.
While this is a very important part of the work of Christ, in fact, the foundational victory, we find that
the scriptures reveal many more things for Him to accomplish before His work is over.
In his first letter to the Corinthians, Apostle Paul gives us a clue about what Jesus still has to
finish. He wrote, “Afterward cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when
he shall have put down all rule, and all authority and power” (1 Cor 15:24). The Bible reveals that Jesus Christ
will deliver the Kingdom to His Father before the end. How did that kingdom come about and how is
this responsibility found in Jesus’ hands?
(Continued on next page)

Support Joseph

Joseph has a message and a plan. The time
of tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is
now. You, along with fellow believers, can
began preparing for it today.
Taking this message and promoting this
plan takes money. We depend on your
contributions. They will help send Joseph
where he is needed. All contributions are tax
deductible. Please send your contributions to
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO
Box 774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013. Thank
you for your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web

For those who use the Internet, you may
find up-to-date information at our website.
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or
www.jfsm.org will take you to it. You may
contact us through that site or write us at the
address to the left.

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

Finishing the Work of God’s Hands (Con’t)
Daniel revealed it: “I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and
came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a
kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not
pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed” (Dan 7:13-14). Daniel foresaw a time when God’s
kingdom is given to the Son of man, who is Jesus Christ. While this transaction appears to take place in
a spiritual realm, the kingdom is temporal in nature. It includes “people, nations, and languages.” Elsewhere,
Daniel disclosed that God would establish His kingdom on earth: “In the days of these kings shall the God of
heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break
in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever” (Dan 2:44). This is the kingdom that is given
to Jesus. He will come to it, prepare it, and return it to God the Father just before the end.
Before Jesus can give the kingdom to the Father, He must first perfect it. Its citizens, who are
made up of saints, must be brought to perfection. The perfecting of the saints, particularly those who
comprise the kingdom that is established on earth, is the work of Jesus Christ. His sacrifice on the cross
was just the beginning of that task.
Jesus told Peter, “I will build my church” (Matt 16:19). He built it in Jerusalem. He placed in it
“some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints,
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ” (Eph 4:11). After the church fled into the
wilderness and Christianity drifted into heresies, Christ restored His church in 1830, along with those
same officers. They were given the same work—perfecting of the saints. Have we accomplished this
perfection? No! Instead, as Isaiah foretold, “We have as it were brought forth wind” (Is 26:18). Our failure to
successfully meet this responsibility should bring us to our knees in repentance. Two-hundred years ago,
our forefathers received the opportunity to provide a place for the perfection of the ministry. A perfected
ministry would have been able to bring the Saints to that desired condition. The Lord explained, “Verily
I say unto you, that it is my will that an house should be built unto me in the land of Zion, like unto the pattern which I
have given you; yea, let it be built speedily by the tithing of my people: behold, this is the tithing and the sacrifice which I, the
Lord, require at their hands, that there may be an house built unto me for the salvation of Zion; for a place of thanksgiving,
for all Saints, and for a place of instruction for all those who are called to the work of the ministry, in all their several
callings, and offices; that they may be perfected in the understanding of their ministry; in theory; in principle and in doctrine;
in all things pertaining to the kingdom of God on the earth” (D&C 94:3a-3d).
The saints were driven out of the land of Zion before they could build the Lord’s house. For 184
years, the place for that house has lain idle. Jesus called us. He called latter-day Israel to be the salt of
the earth, to be the light of the world, and to become a city that is set on a hill (Matt 5:15-18). We have
shined very little light and built no holy city. Neither have our works been sufficiently good.
The nation of Israel began in 975 BC when the ten tribes revolted from Judah. It gradually fell
into iniquity and was finally conquered by Assyria. Assyria first invaded Israel in 734 BC. The interval
from its founding to its invasion is 241 years and represents how long the Lord's forbearance allowed the
children of Israel to dwell in transgression. The Lord does not change. He established this nation in
1776. It contained the appointed place for the city on a hill, the bud of His kingdom on earth. As latterday Israel, are we not guilty of transgression? Is invasion not in our future, an assault compelling our
repentance? Adding 241 years to 1776 gives 2017. The time of our awakening is at our doors. May the
saints respond before that fearful day by finding ways to work together for the sake of God’s kingdom.
Joseph F. Smith

