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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“If then all these things shall be destroyed, what manner of
persons ought ye to be in holy conduct and godliness” (2P 3:11)

PREPARING FOR HIS COMING

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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Our Mission:
To invite, assist and support
believers in the Restoration to
come together and work in
harmony for the kingdom of
God.

On April 6, 1917, Congress
authorized the US to enter the
Great War. It broke the
stalemate. Germany lost the
war later that
year. That
same year saw
the Ottoman
Empire end,
Russia’s Czar
fall, and Communism begin.

see refugees from Africa and the
Mid-East fleeing to Europe and
inheriting its cities. We are
approaching the day when
Babylon’s fiery
fall will
consume the
nations’ great
cities. Then,
the children of
the kingdom
will gather.

In 1967, 50
years later, the
Jews took Jerusalem, ending the
Gentile reign over that city.
Jesus said they would occupy
that city until “until the times of
the Gentiles be fulfilled” (Lu 21:23).

We do not
know when
these final events will unfold.
When they do, the Lord will
need people willing to accept
the multitudes fleeing to the
land of Zion for refuge. The
saints can still prepare for that
day, but are they willing to
receive those who gather, if they
refuse to receive each other?

It is 50 years later. We see
the nations gathering for war
around Syria. The US fired
missiles at it on April 6. We also

Shake Off the Dust and Arise
Spring has blossomed once more. Some may not consider this particularly special, but it is to me.
I love springtime, having enjoyed 82 of them. They are blessings from the Lord, who has also given me
good health.
The restored church has enjoyed 187 springtimes since its beginning on April 6, 1830. What is
the condition of the body of that organization today? When I look, I see many segments scattered
across this land, all broken from each other. Some are doing well. Others struggle to survive. More
tragic, many of our young people have left. They have fled the confusion and contention as they seek a
peaceful place to worship. Some have drifted down strange paths.
I also see many in the ministry struggling against the spiritual turmoil within the Restoration
Movement. Others have grown complacent, choosing to drift along in the memory of what once existed
during the good years, at least as they are now portrayed. While the priesthood from the time of its
restoration until today will have to shoulder their share of the blame, we must remember that when the
children of God disobey His word, He will withdraw His Spirit from them. One Old Testament prophet
revealed, “At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it; if it do
evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will withhold the good, wherewith I said I would benefit them”( Jer
18:9-10). God does not change! As He withheld good from ancient Judah, He retained good from
latter-day Israel. In September 1832, the Lord told the saints that the whole church had come under
condemnation because of unbelief and vanity, and that they would remain under it until “they repent and
remember the new covenant, even the Book of Mormon and the former commandments which I have given them, not only to
say, but to do according to that which I have written” (D&C 83:3a).
(Continued on next page)

Support Joseph

Joseph has a message and a plan. The time
of tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is
now. You, along with fellow believers, can
began preparing for it today.
Taking this message and promoting this
plan takes money. We depend on your
contributions. They will help send Joseph
where he is needed. All contributions are tax
deductible. Please send your contributions to
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO
Box 774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013. Thank
you for your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web

For those who use the Internet, you may
find up-to-date information at our website.
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or
www.jfsm.org will take you to it. You may
contact us through that site or write us at the
address to the left.

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

Shake Off the Dust and Arise (Con’t)
The church failed to do what the Lord required, for in the very next year the saints were driven
out of the land of Zion: “There were jarrings, and contentions, and envyings, and strifes, and lustful and covetous
desires among them; therefore by these things they polluted their inheritances” (D&C 98:3a). Because latter-day Israel
did not do according to what the Lord had written, He withheld “the good, wherewith I said I would benefit
them.” Those saints’ refusal to repent developed into a habit of disobedience. They were scourged from
city to city as the Lord pled for their repentance. In June of 1844, when Joseph and Hyrum were killed,
the church broke into more than 20 different segments, as many saints followed various leaders and
joined the different organizations that sprang up. Some wandered into darkness and the latter-day work,
including the Book of Mormon, became tainted with gross immorality.
The failure of the Restoration movement evident in 1844 was devastating, but its outcome should
not surprise us today. Jeremiah foretold this dilemma. “How hath the Lord covered the daughter of Zion with a
cloud in his anger, and cast down from heaven unto the earth the beauty of Israel, and remembered not his footstool in the
day of his anger!” (Lam 2:1). He covered the saints when He darkened their minds. Although the beauty
of latter-day Israel appeared when He restored His church, its unbelief mar it with immorality.
The failure of the restored church was prophesied elsewhere, giving us another angle of the
disaster: “Woe to the land shadowing with wings, which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia . . . All ye inhabitants of the
world and dwellers on the earth, see ye, when he lifteth up an ensign on the mountains; and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear
ye. For so the Lord said unto me, I will take my rest, and I will consider in my dwelling place like a clear heat upon herbs,
and like a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest. For afore the harvest, when the bud is perfect, and the sour grape is ripening
in the flower, he shall both cut off the sprigs with pruning hooks, and take away and cut down the branches” (Is 18:1-5).
The land of which the prophet spoke is America, Joseph’s land. The ensign that He raised includes the
Book of Mormon. The budding refers to the restoration of His church. The fruit is the sour grape of
disobedience, unbelief and vanity. The Lord’s response was to cut off the sprigs and branches, which
was fulfilled in the division of the church and the scattering of the saints that immediately followed 1844.
It is important to note that the branches and sprigs were cut off, but the tree remained. It was
not cut down nor was it destroyed. Whenever a tree is trimmed of its branches, if the root is good, it will
branch out again. Because our heavenly Father did not want to lose the tree, He only trimmed the
branches when they did not produce good fruit. “It grieveth me that I should hew down all the trees of my
vineyard, and cast them into the fire, that they should be burned. Who is it that has corrupted my vineyard? And it came to
pass that the servant said unto his master, Is it not the loftiness of thy vineyard? Have not the branches thereof overcome the
roots, which are good? And because the branches have overcome the roots thereof, behold, they grew faster than the strength of
the roots, taking strength unto themselves. Behold, I say, Is not this the cause that the trees of thy vineyard have become
corrupted? And it came to pass that the Lord of the vineyard said unto the servant, Let us go to, and hew down the trees of
the vineyard, and cast them into the fire, that they shall not cumber the ground of my vineyard: for I have done all; what
could I have done more for my vineyard? But behold, the servant said unto the Lord of the vineyard, Spare it a little longer.
And the Lord said, Yea, I will spare it a little longer: for it grieveth me that I should lose the trees of my vineyard” (Jac
3:103-111). Because the Father spared the root, there is yet work to be done.
The Lord will still lift an ensign and set His hand a second time to recover His people (Is
11:10-11). Arise all you who are willing to labor in truth and righteousness. Follow the direction of the
Lord. Do be not distracted by the foolishness of men, for that which the Lord has purposed will be
accomplished, with or without us.
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