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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of
peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!”
(Rom 10:15)

THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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Our Mission:
To invite, assist and support
believers in the Restoration to
come together and work in
harmony for the kingdom of
God.

I dislike criticism and hate
working in a critical environment. Almost every deed is
inspected and analyzed. That is
what the
Pharisees did.
They spotted
every wrong.
When Jesus
came, He paid
the penalty for
those misdeeds
and changed
the environment. The era of indictments
and fines was over. Instead of
condemnation, He spoke peace.
The saints need to know
what sin is and how they should
avoid it, but Christ’s ministers
do not condemn. They bring
the good news of peace. People
are free from sin. They are no

longer bound to it, but can gain
power over it. What liberation!
Simply by trusting Jesus and
committing to follow Him in
baptism, they
receive the
power and the
will to do what
God wants.
The gospel
of peace
changes a
critical environment.
There, people are no longer
inspected for blemishes, but
liberated to produce assorted
good deeds. The Holy Spirit
lives in them to bless others.
What a happy life it would be if
the saints spent their energies
finding ways to aid and assist
others. It would be Zion.

Shake Off the Dust and Arise
Coming out of a dark room into the bright sunlight will temporarily blind anyone. We have all
experienced that rush of overwhelming light as we try to shield our eyes. The word of God is like that.
It is the divine light that comes from God Himself: “In the beginning the Word was; for he was the Word, even the
messenger of salvation, the light and the Redeemer of the world” (D&C 90:1d). God’s word contains truth and
righteousness that is more brilliant than the brightest sunlight. Those accustomed to darkness can be
overcome by its radiance; those unprepared can be blinded.
Peter lists ways to prepare for this divine light: “Giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue,
knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance; and to temperance, patience; and to patience, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly
kindness; and to brotherly kindness, charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see
afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins”(2 Pet 1:5-9).
Acquiring these characteristics provides the ability to deeply gaze into the word of God, but they
take time to develop. The first step is coming to know that light. We need a desire to leave the darkness.
One work of the ministry is to present the word of God, to reveal the light that shines in darkness. The
Lord commanded the church to preach faith, repentance, baptism, and the laying on of hands for the
gift of the Holy Ghost. These are the first four principles of the gospel of Christ as listed in the sixth
chapter of Hebrews. When people are baptized and receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, they become a
child of God. As a child of God, they will learn to put on the characteristics that Peter listed above.
Trusting Jesus—that is, having enough faith in our Savior to repent—is a very humbling
experience. We must admit our shortcomings, as well as our own inability to rescue ourselves or solve
(Continued on next page)

Support Joseph

Joseph has a message and a plan. The time
of tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is
now. You, along with fellow believers, can
began preparing for it today.
Taking this message and promoting this
plan takes money. We depend on your
contributions. They will help send Joseph
where he is needed. All contributions are tax
deductible. Please send your contributions to
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO
Box 774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013. Thank
you for your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web

For those who use the Internet, you may
find up-to-date information at our website.
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or
www.jfsm.org will take you to it. You may
contact us through that site or write us at the
address to the left.

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

Shake Off the Dust and Arise (Con’t)
our problems. That is when we realize the value of God’s word. It becomes a light showing us the way
ahead. David sang, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Ps 119:105). As we begin
using the light of God’s word, we recognize how small our understanding of it is and see its depth and
magnitude. We yearn to learn more. Without that desire, many are willing to remain in the shadows,
acknowledging the word, perhaps quoting it to justify their understandings, yet not totally embracing it.
Is this the condition of the Restored Church? What has divided us into so many different
segments or branches? Perhaps it is the confusion, the contention, and division over passages of
scriptures that people use to rationalize their positions. The adversary delights in the disputes and
disunity that happens when people use the word of God to validate their personal opinions instead of
being a light to our path. He has successfully planted this attitude in the Restoration movement, causing
people’s hearts to become hard. Their covetous desires lead to self-justification, as their pride propels
them to champion their solutions. This misuse of the word of God displaces the simplicity of the
doctrine of Christ and the hope of Zion with the traditions and theologies of men. In addition, it causes
people to compete for positions from which they can impose their beliefs.
Isaiah described our condition: “One shall say, I am the Lord's; and another shall call himself by the name
of Jacob; and another shall subscribe with his hand unto the Lord, and surname himself by the name of Israel” (Is 44:5).
From the beginning of the church, we have enjoyed the freedom of our agency. Men mingled their ideas
with the commands of God, establishing in its early days traditions that created the confusion under
which we now labor. The light that we have shown forth cannot be hid. Does it glorify our heavenly
Father? Isaiah foresaw it, ”We have been with child, we have been in pain, we have as it were brought forth wind; we
have not wrought any deliverance in the earth; neither have the inhabitants of the world fallen” (Is 26:18). The saints
have debated much, but we have not established that “city that is set on a hill.”
Despite our present failures, the Restoration movement has produced much good. Many souls
have heard the latter-day invitation and turned from worldly ways. Thousands have sacrificed for Zion’s
establishment and been blessed with the power of the Holy Ghost; but the reason Christ restored His
gospel was to lead this nation to righteousness—to cleanse all its citizens from sin and place His Spirit in
them. He does not want them to fail like ancient Israel did, who turned away from God and towards
idols. Today, latter-day Israel faces many temptations as it struggles to find that divine path leading back
under God’s grace. Many spirits, some of God, some of man, and a number from our adversary,
confront us. Recognizing the good and discarding the unfruitful requires us to be very vigilant in
understanding God’s word.
The Spirit of Christ will cause people to love one another, not divide over interpretations of
scriptures or quit worshiping together simply because they do not see eye to eye. Since 1985, brothers
and sisters who worshiped and worked together for many years have argued with each other and broken
the bonds of love that the Spirit bestows. This is not what our Savior wants. He said, “He that hath the
spirit of contention, is not of me, but is of the devil, who is the father of contention, and he stirreth up the hearts of men to
contend with anger one with another; . . . but this is my doctrine, that such things should be done away” (3N 5:30-31).
Anything coming from God—commandments, directions, revelations, and guidance—always carries the
Spirit of Jesus Christ. That Spirit brings love, joy, peace. It does not bring confusion, neither contention
nor division. So that we are not blinded by the light of divine truth, let us also remember these words,
“O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the Lord; yea, come, for ye have all gone astray, everyone to his
wicked ways” (Is 2:5).
Joseph F. Smith

