
Joseph F. Smith 
is the son of Arthur Smith, the 
grandson of Alexander Smith, 
and the great-grandson of 
Joseph Smith, Jr.  He comes in 
Christ’s name to invite all 
those who believe in the Book 
of Mormon and the restored 
gospel to prepare for Zion’s 
redemption. 
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      We talk of  Zion, preach of  
Zion and hope for Zion.  What 
is it?  One scriptures calls it “a 
holy city” (D&C 36:12g).  
Imagine a 
town filled 
with the bustle 
of  industry 
and com-
merce, where 
education and 
leisure and 
worship all 
happen in the 
unity that 
prevails when the Holy Ghost 
abides within each resident.  
That would be a holy city, a 
town where only loving and 
peaceful words were ever 
spoken and harmony prevailed. 

     The saints failed to build 
Zion because “there were jarrings, 

and contentions, and envyings, and 
strifes, and lustful and covetous desires 
among them” (D&C 98:3a).  They 
were expelled and only the 

faithful few 
were able to 
return to their 
inheritances. 

     How have 
the faithful 
fared?  Are 
contentions 
and strifes 
eliminated?  

No!  They still divide us.  How 
can a people who believe the 
same principles of  the gospel 
and treasure the same scriptures 
and talk of  the same holy city 
not find ways to work together 
for God’s kingdom?  If  we 
cannot worship in unity, how 
can we live together in Zion?

z The Willing & Obedient z 
     “The Lord called his people, Zion, because they were of one 
heart and of one mind, and dwelt in righteousness”   (Gen 7:23)
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Our Mission:  
      To invite, assist and support 
believers in the Restoration to 
come together and work in 
harmony for the kingdom of 
God.



Shake Off the Dust and Arise
	 The last week of  May brought a late Spring to those living in the Ozarks.  We call the cold snap 
blackberry winter.  It happens when the blackberries are usually blooming and reminds us of  the winter we 
have just passed.  It also lets us know that warmer months are just ahead.  
	 As I consider the condition of  the Restored Church today, I see the warmth of  God's love 
slipping away and leaving us cold.  The promise of  Zion had budded among faithful saints as fresh 
breezes filled with the Holy Spirit blessed them.  They were like springtime fragrances; but blackberry 
winter came.  The spirit of  contention and disunity cooled our hopes and reminded us how past failures 
have hindered the latter-day work.   Like the chill of  a late spring frost that brings anxiety about whether 
the anticipated fruit will appear, the quarrelsome separation afflicting the saints who hope for Zion is a 
spiritual winter that also raises concern about whether Zion will ever be. 
	 Jesus gave wise counsel as He taught in Jerusalem, advice that also applies to us today: “Wherefore, 
seek not the things of  this world but seek ye first to build up the kingdom of  God, and to establish his righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added unto you” (Matt 6:38).  Building up the kingdom of  God reminds me how 
construction work is done.  People who work in building trades must work as a team.  When a team 
works together, the work is coordinated and the building is done well. When a team does not work 
together, little gets accomplished and the final product is usually not done well at all. 
	 When Jesus said, “Seek ye first to build up the kingdom of  God,” He also told His disciples, “Seek not the 
things of  this world.”  If  the construction team is building a one-story house, they do not follow the 
blueprints for a two-story one.  This counsel applies to us today also.  If  we are to build up the holy city, 
Zion, we can not do it by seeking the worldly city.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  (Continued on next page)

Support Joseph 
    Joseph has a message and a plan.  The time 
of  tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is 
now.  You, along with fellow believers, can 
began preparing for it today.  
    Taking this message and promoting this 
plan takes money.  We depend on your 
contributions.  They will help send  Joseph 
where he is needed.  All contributions are tax 
deductible.  Please send your contributions to 
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO 
Box 774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013.  Thank 
you for your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web 
    For those who use the Internet, you may 
find up-to-date information at our website. 
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or 
www.jfsm.org will take you to it.  You may 
contact us through that site or write us at the 
address to the left. 

Want Your own Newsletter? 
    If  you are not receiving your own 
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or 
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

http://www.josephsmithministries.org
http://www.jfsm.org
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html
http://www.josephsmithministries.org
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http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html


	 Remember what Jesus said was the greatest commandment?  “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment” (Matt 22:36-37).  
If  we loved the Lord with all our hearts, minds, and souls, all our efforts would be to build up the 
kingdom of  God.  We would use His blueprints and not substitute our own ideas.  We would honor His 
foremen and respect His contractors.  I fear that many vie for positions and long to build up kingdoms of  
their own designs.  When this happens, people tend to use the Lord’s commandments and revelations to 
justify what they want.   With different approaches and blueprints, people generally do not give up their 
interests for the sake of  the Lord.  It is not because the saints have no common ground.  We do!  But, we 
have failed to build up God’s kingdom because too many of  us refuse to fully humble ourselves and 
commit to the will of  the Lord.  This is not loving the Lord with all our hearts. 
	 This condition is not new to the Restoration.  The early saints lacked unity, too.  They debated 
their own ideas.  Some did not like the wording of  the revelations or contents of  the commandments.  
They changed what they could to suit their concepts and ambitions.  As long as Joseph Smith, Jr. was 
alive, the church held together as one body, despite an abundance of  diverse opinions, but when he was 
taken away, many groups divided to follow their own philosophies. They scattered in their diverse ways 
because too many of  the early saints were not sufficiently converted to that first great commandment. 
	 The Lord restored the gospel before He commanded the saints to gather to the land of  Zion.  
Why?  Because it is the gospel that converts people and causes them to love God with all their hearts.  
Unfortunately, the early saints set about building the physical kingdom before they adequately 
established the spiritual condition of  the church.   There was a gap between how much the saints loved 
the Lord and how much they loved their understanding of  the kingdom.  Satan slipped a wedge into that 
gap and broke the church apart.  The same thing has happened to those who returned to the land of  
Zion.  They failed to fully love their Lord and let differences divide them.   
	 We need to keep in mind God's purpose for setting His kingdom in this land.  Although He drove 
ancient Israel out of  their Promised Land and scattered them throughout the world because they would 
not obey His commandments, He promised to gather them in the last days.  That time came when He 
brought the Israelites who were sown among the Gentiles to this land, restored His church among them, 
and established His kingdom.  That is why He told the saints to occupy the land of  Zion and build the 
House of  the Lord in the city New Jerusalem. They were to become the “city set on a hill” that could not 
be hidden.  They were to become the “salt” that could change weary sinners.  They were to be the light 
to shine and “show forth the praises of  him who hath called you out of  darkness into his marvelous light” (1P 2:9).  But 
where is that holy people?  Where is the holy house?  Where is that holy city? 
	 We sing a hymn We've a Story to Tell to the nations.  Do we tell the whole story?  We teach the 
restoration of  both the church and the priesthood.  We preach of  Zion and show where it will be 
located.  We point out the place for The House of  The Lord.  We quote from the Book of  Mormon and 
the Inspired Bible, showing many plain and precious things that have been taken away from the doctrine 
of  Christ, which are now brought to light.  However, we have not built the “city set on a hill.”  We are not 
that “salt” that changes sinners into children of  God.  We are not that “light.”  We have not built up the 
kingdom of  God.  It is true that the early church jumped track, but we have not repented. We have not 
tried to correct the situation, but repeated the same errors.  We have let our contention, division, and 
confusion break down the work of  God's hands in these last days.	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  JOSEPH F SMITH

(Con’t)



JOSEPH SMITH Ministries 
PO Box 774 
Blue Springs, MO 64013

PREPARING THE FAITHFUL FOR A TIME OF

TRIBULATION AND ZION’S REDEMPTION


