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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to
desolation; and every city or house divided against itself, shall
not stand.” (Matt 12:21)

CAN CHRIST’S DOCTRINE UNIFY US?

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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Our Mission:
To invite, assist and support
believers in the Restoration to
come together and work in
harmony for the kingdom of
God.

Each July, Americans
celebrate Independence Day to
commemorate our freedom.
The feat of just signing the
Declaration
was not easy.
Each state had
its own interests, which
often conflicted with the
goals of other
states. They
understood the
necessity of finding common
ground in order to establish our
liberties. Our survival
depended on it. To their credit,
they found that unity.
The saints who returned to
the land of Zion have been
content to remain divided.
Perhaps, each believes that God

will eventually vindicate them
with such confirming power
that all others must believe their
views. That is not His goal!
Unlike the
colonies with
their own
established
denomination
the saints have
a common
belief in the
principles of
Christ's
doctrine. That is more than
enough common ground on
which we can find unity and
build up the kingdom of God.
Centering our preaching on it
will not only stitch us together,
but help the ministry spread the
restored gospel throughout the
world. When will we begin?

Our Wild Grapes
In my study, when I seriously desire to learn, many scriptures that I have read over the years
suddenly hold much more understanding than I first realized. Consider what Jesus said to His
disciples,“Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions; if
it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And when I go, I will prepare a place for you, and
come again and receive you unto myself; that where I am, ye may be also” (John 14:1-3
The Savior tells them to believe in Him as much as they do in God and then asks that they put
the same trust in Him that they have always had for the Father. His disciples had been with Him for at
least three years and had witnessed many miracles that He had performed. They had received the
testimony that He was the Christ and were also aware of the accusations the Jews had laid at His feet,
but they still could not comprehend the full scope of His salvation. They might have had a slight
hesitancy about the magnitude of what He was about to disclose to them. Jesus wanted them to believe
in the promise He was about to give.
The Savior said, “I go to prepare a place for you.” I am interested in the place He plans to prepare for
His disciples. When Jesus spoke to them, the Kingdom of Israel had already been scattered. Over 700
years before, the Assyrians had driven them from their Promised Land. Before He scattered them, the
Lord vowed to gather them from all the places where they went: “I will even gather you from the people, and
assemble you out of the countries where ye have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel” (Ezek 11:17).
Elsewhere, the Lord added, “Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not; behold, your God will come
with vengeance, even God with a recompense; he will come and save you” (Is 35:4). If Jesus will gather and save the
Israelites that He dispersed, He must prepare that place.
(Continued on next page)

Support Joseph

Joseph has a message and a plan. The time
of tribulation is near and Zion’s redemption is
now. You, along with fellow believers, can
began preparing for it today.
Taking this message and promoting this
plan takes money. We depend on your
contributions. They will help send Joseph
where he is needed. All contributions are tax
deductible. Please send your contributions to
The Joseph Smith Support Fund, PO
Box 774, Blue Springs, Mo 64013. Thank
you for your support.

Follow Joseph on the Web

For those who use the Internet, you may
find up-to-date information at our website.
Either www.josephsmithministries.org or
www.jfsm.org will take you to it. You may
contact us through that site or write us at the
address to the left.

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

Our Wild Grapes(Con’t)
The Lord prophesied this preparation: “And righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with
a flood, to gather out mine own elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare; an holy city, that
my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it
shall be called Zion; a New Jerusalem” (Gen 7:70). God intends to prepare the site for the Holy City and
then gather His people to it. There, they will become His people and He will become their God.
Jesus had previously told His disciples: “My meat is to do the will of him who sent me, and to finish his
work”( John 4:36). That work includes preparing the place to which He can gather His people. For that
reason, the work of Jesus did not end with His death on the cross. He must finish the work of the Father.
When Jesus told His disciples, “I go to prepare a place for you,” He was referring to completing that work.
That task began with the migration of Lehi and his family from Jerusalem through the wilderness
to another promised land. They were descendants of the tribe of Manasseh, one of the two sons of
Joseph. Ephraim and Manasseh received the name of Israel from their grandfather Jacob, a relationship
that brought them under the covenant that God made with all Israel. The movement of Lehi and his
family was the beginning of the gathering of scattered Israel to the appointed land. Ephraim played a
later role in gathering Israelites who were scattered among the Gentiles in Europe. Isaiah prophesied
that the Gentiles would “bring thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders” (Is
49:22). The land of America become the land of refuge for the gathering of scattered Israel.
God revealed His efforts in preparing this promised land: “My well-beloved hath a vineyard in a very
fruitful hill; and he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in
the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein; and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild
grapes” (Is 4:1-2). As the Lord brought to America descendants of Israel who were sown among the
Gentiles, He established it as a land of liberty, setting borders to secure it. It has a northern border with
Canada and a southern border with Mexico. These, along with the Pacific and Atlantic oceans, form a
fence. Several European nations claimed portions of this land, but because they would not grant the
freedoms the Lord had in mind, they became stones of obstruction that were removed.
Isaiah said that God planted “the choicest vine” here. That vine is Israel represented by Manasseh
and Ephraim. Isaiah added that the Lord would build a tower and set up a wine press. The tower is a
source of security, a place of safety, while the wine press is the means of processing the fruit of the
vineyard. Together, they represent the restored church and the work of the authorized ministry.
The most astounding part of Isaiah’s prophecy is the last line: “He looked that it should bring forth
grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes.” We had wild grapes on my father’s farm. They were called “possum
grapes.” They tasted so bad that even the birds did not eat them. The wild grapes of the restored church
are its rebellious saints. He warned them in 1833: “Behold, I say unto you, there were jarrings, and contentions,
and envyings, and strifes, and lustful and covetous desires among them; therefore by these things they polluted their
inheritances. They were slow to hearken unto the voice of the Lord their God; therefore, the Lord their God is slow to hearken
unto their prayers, to answer them in the day of their trouble. In the day of their peace they esteemed lightly my counsel; but
in the day of their trouble, of necessity they feel after me” (D&C 98:3a-c). Those saints lost their inheritances, but
the Lord returned the faithful as promised. They came to the land of Zion beginning in the 1860s, but
in the end, they “polluted their inheritances” (D&C 100:3c), falling into strifes and division. Until contention
ceases, the saints cannot build up the kingdom. They must be willing to lay down their differences and
work together in peace, or the Lord will remain slow to answer their prayers.
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