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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“The elements are the tabernacle of God; yea, man is the
tabernacle of God, even temples; and whatsoever temple is
defiled, God shall destroy that temple.”
(D&C 90:5f)

THE GOSPEL MAKES TEMPLES

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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Our Mission:
To invite, assist and support
believers in the Restoration to
come together and work in
harmony for the kingdom of
God.

Before Jesus’ birth, the
Hebrews built temples in which
God could dwell. Their
construction was a reverent
effort. Stones
were hewn
elsewhere “so
that there was
neither hammer
nor axe nor any
tool of iron heard
in the house, while
it was in building” 1K 6:7).
While the Holy Spirit filled
their courts when these temples
were dedicated, they were later
defiled by the people’s
unrighteousness. When Jesus
cast out the merchants and
money-changers, He protested,
“My house shall be called the house
of prayer; but ye have made it a den

of thieves” (Matt 21:11). A
temple can only be holy if its
people are holy.
The gospel
of Jesus Christ
can make
people holy.
Not only did
Jesus die for
our sins so
that mercy
could claim
the repentant,
but those who
obey the gospel are cleansed in
baptism. Their sins are washed
away and they receive the gift
of the Holy Ghost. That Spirit
dwells in them, making them
into new creatures. The gospel
makes people into temples in
whom God can dwell. Their
habitation is holy.

The Workmanship of God’s Hands
One scripture that stirs my spirit calls us God’s workmanship. It says, “For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them” (Eph 2:10). This
verse reveals more than He created us. He is also working in us to produce good works.
God begins that work by showing us the need for repentance. Our sins separate us from God
and seal us in death. Jesus prepared the way that leads to eternal life. It is a path that we can follow, but
without the nudging of His Spirit we cannot see it. Our fallen nature obscures it and Satan uses many
devices to blind us. He wants to wrap us in his chains of death and snatch us from the Lord’s hands.
Enoch asked the Lord, “How is that the heavens weep, and shed forth their tears as the rain upon the
mountains?” (Gen 7:35). Later, he repeated, “How is it that thou canst weep?” (Gen 7:38). The Lord
explained, “Behold, these thy brethren, they are the workmanship of mine own hands, and I gave unto them their
intelligence in the day that I created them. And in the garden of Eden gave I unto man his agency; and unto thy brethren
have I said, and also gave commandment, that they should love one another; and that they should choose me their Father.
But, behold, they are without affection, and they hate their own blood; and the fire of mine indignation is kindled against
them; and in my hot displeasure will I send in the floods upon them; for my fierce anger is kindled against them” (Gen
7:39-41). God wept because so many of His people refused to produce good works.
We are the workmanship of God’s hands. He restored His church, His priesthood, His doctrine
and His ordinances. For what purpose? When His priesthood preach His doctrine—repentance, faith,
baptism—those who obey receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. Christ’s Spirit lives in them and produces
good works. Although we are scattered and divided into many different groups, we remain His
workmanship. If the Holy Spirit abides in us, we are temples: “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” (1 Cor 3:16).
(Continued on next page)

Joseph’s Ministry

Joseph traveled to Michigan during July and
provided ministry to several church groups in
the area.
During the first two full weeks in August, he
will be in Nauvoo to meet visitors and give his
testimony of the divinity of the latter-day
work—its purpose and culmination.
During the latter part of August, he will
travel to Brazil. Several months ago, prayerful
Christians followed angelic instruction and
asked Joseph to come, baptize them and
organize a branch of the church.

Support Joseph

You may help support Joseph and his
ministry by contributing to The Joseph
Smith Support Fund, PO Box 774, Blue
Springs, Mo 64013. All contributions are tax
deductible. Thank you for your support.

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

The Workmanship of God’s Hands(Con’t)
It can bind us together and frame us into a holy house, the New Jerusalem, His Holy City. The is the
glorious workmanship that Jesus is trying to accomplish in His people. No wonder the heavens cried and
God wept when the work of His hands would not love one another in the days of Enoch. When they
rebelled against His commandments, He grew angry and eventually destroyed them with the flood.
In the beginning, God gave intelligence and agency to every person. They could think for
themselves and choose, but most people ignored God and would not walk in a righteous path. They
refused to love one another. They would not even work together to accomplish good things, but chose
rather to walk in the vanity of their acquired intelligence. The Bible describes them: “God saw that the
wickedness of man had become great in the earth; and every man was lifted up in the imagination of the thoughts of his
heart; being only evil continually” (Gen 8:10).
The Lord’s people seem to have the same problem today. The saints of these last days have been
created in Christ Jesus unto good works. Do you think the Lord has wept over His people during the last
two centuries? Has He wept over us? For 187 years, the Lord has caused His doctrine to be preached by
authorized priesthood, who would gladly perform His ordinances. During all those years, He has been
working to bring His saints together and build up the Kingdom of God; yet they have not been willing to
walk that righteous path either. Look closely at the opportunity the Lord gave the Restoration!
Our progenitors in the faith were called to go to the land of Zion and establish the New
Jerusalem. The Lord did not terrify them like the ancient Hebrews, by leading them to Sinai “that burned
with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words” (Heb
12:18-19). Instead, He entreated His saints with love and compassion. He established them in a free
land, restored His gospel, poured out spiritual manifestations and invited them to build a holy city: “Ye are
come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of
angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to
the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant” (Heb 12:22-24).
We inherited all those wonderful blessings: “Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light” (1P 2:9). What have we done with those blessings? Were we like the people in the days of Noah?
Did we follow the vain and foolish works of man? Did we walk in our impulsive imaginations?
We are called to show forth the praises of the Lord, but we are called to do more than that. God
commanded us to bring for the kingdom of God on earth, to be a peculiar people who live together in
holiness and righteousness. Jesus prayed, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is done in
heaven” (Mat 6:11). That is the work that Jesus Christ wants to complete in us.
I already noted that 187 years have passed by and Zion is not established. The New Jerusalem is
still waiting for its redemption. Meanwhile, we suffer from the same weakness that the former saints
suffered from: “There were jarrings, and contentions, and envyings, and strifes, and lustful and covetous desires among
them; therefore by these things they polluted their inheritances. They were slow to hearken unto the voice of the Lord their
God; therefore, the Lord their God is slow to hearken unto their prayers, to answer them in the day of their trouble” (D&C
98:3a-b). If the Lord was slow to hear their prayers, how will He react to ours? Until we repent of our
divisive ways the Lord will be slow to help us. When we do, the Holy Spirit can work among us and
bring us together. He will remake us into His workmanship by bring forth good works in Christ Jesus.
If we do not voluntarily respond, God will respond like He did in the days of Noah. Saints, take
heed, there is a change coming.
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