
Joseph F. Smith 
is the son of Arthur Smith, the 
grandson of Alexander Smith, 
and the great-grandson of 
Joseph Smith, Jr.  He comes in 
Christ’s name to invite all 
those who believe in the Book 
of Mormon and the restored 
gospel to prepare for Zion’s 
redemption. 
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      Christian radio stations 
invite people to take the 30-day 
test.  It asks them to listen to 
only Christian radio for a 
month and 
then evaluate if  
their life is any 
better.  They 
often follow the 
invitation with 
numerous 
testimonies 
from people 
with trans-
formed lives. 

     Alma invited people to make 
a similar experiment.  He 
invited people to plant the word 
of  God in their hearts and see if  
it would grow.  Those who do 
testify, “It must needs be that this is 
a good seed, or that the word is good, 
for it beginneth to enlarge my soul.” 

     The Lord told the saints, “Be 
one; and if  ye are not one, ye are not 
mine” (D&C 38:6a).  Today, the 
saints are divided and quibble 

over many 
things.  What 
would happen 
if  we all tried 
an experi-
ment and 
determined to 
be one?  
Instead of  
finding differ-

ences, what if  we searched for 
things we held in common?  All 
of  us long for the redemption of  
Zion.  Can we come together to 
pray for that?  Would the Lord 
hear those prayers and edify 
those who choose to unite for 
that one purpose?  Perhaps it is 
time to try that experiment.

z The Willing & Obedient z 
     “If ye give place, that a seed may be planted in your heart, 
behold, if it be a true seed, or a good seed . . . behold, it will 
begin to swell within your breasts.”  	      (Alma 16:153)

THE CHALLENGE
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Our Mission:  
      To invite, assist and support 
believers in the Restoration to 
come together and work in 
harmony for the kingdom of 
God.



Goodly Pearls
	 As a young boy growing up in the Ozark mountains of  South Missouri, we found a lot of  
arrowheads, especially along the creeks where Indians usually camped.  It was always our desire to find 
perfect ones.  Looking back through the pages of  my memory, I remember finding many interesting 
things, but never a perfect arrowhead. 
	 Jesus told a parable that stirs those memories.  He said, “The kingdom of  heaven is like unto a merchant-
man, seeking goodly pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of  great price, he went and sold all that he had and bought 
it” (Matt 13:47). 
	 Think about all the pearls that the Lord has provided.  One is salvation.  What a goodly pearl!  
Another is the gift of  the Holy Ghost.  Others include God’s favor, His guidance, His protection, His 
blessings, a strong faith, knowledge, and many more.  All these are pearls, gifts that most people value, 
but how diligently do we search for them? 
	 An old saying from the west says, “Gold is where you find it.”  Discovering where the gold is requires 
prospectors to diligently search for it.  They must leave the cities where commercial and entertaining 
activities abound and explore the wilderness. 
	 The same diligence is true if  we want to find spiritual pearls.  If  we immerse ourselves in this 
world’s struggle for survival and entertainment, we will not discover greater pearls.  Many people spend 
two or three hours on Sunday morning considering those spiritual pearls.  Some add time on Wednesday 
evening.  Even then, we may be so concerned with the trials of  the day that our minds are preoccupied 
with worldly matters.  We are naturally inclined to do so.  If  we are to find “goodly pearls,” we must leave 
these cares and enter a wilderness where we can commune with God.	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (Continued on next page)

Joseph’s Ministry 
   Joseph did not receive his visa in time to go 
to Brazil in August.  The trip has been 
rescheduled for early October. 
   Instead, Joseph met with some of  the people 
in Brazil over Skype.  It was a great 
opportunity for them to meet him.  The 
language was a barrier, but Joseph knew some 
Spanish.  So did they.  One of  their daughters, 
an 8th grader, did an admirable job translating. 
   Several bore powerful testimonies about 
how the Lord has taught them about the 
Restoration and guided them to find Joseph.

Support Joseph 
    You may help support Joseph and his 
ministry by contributing to The Joseph 
Smith Support Fund, PO Box 774, Blue 
Springs, Mo 64013.  All contributions are tax 
deductible.  Thank you for your support. 

Want Your own Newsletter? 
    If  you are not receiving your own 
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or 
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html
http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html


	 Jesus taught, “Wherefore, seek not the things of  this world but seek ye first to build up the kingdom of  God, and 
to establish his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you” (Matt 6:38).  Not only was this a difficult 
saying for those Jews in the day Christ spoke to them, but it is also difficult for us to apply today.  Unlike 
the Lord’s disciples then, we cannot see Jesus perform the many miracles He did in their presence. We 
cannot look upon the Master and see the love and compassion that radiated from His face.  We are 
required to come to Him in faith believing.  To do so, we need a credible witness. 
	 The Book of  Mormon explains what that witness is: “Now as I said concerning faith—that it was not a 
perfect knowledge” (Alma 16:149).  In the beginning, the only witness that we have is faith, yet what we 
desire is “perfect knowledge.”  How do we get that?  We all engaged in childhood fantasies like Santa Claus 
and the Tooth Fairy.  Alma explains the difference by encouraging people to undertake an experiment.  
He challenges them to exercise a trial of  faith and acknowledge the results.  If  we want to find goodly 
pearls, we need to try Alma’s experiment. 
	 Consider the Lord’s promise: “Jesus answered and said unto him, If  a man love me, he will keep my words; 
and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him”( John 14:23).  Here is a 
viable challenge, a chance to try the Lord’s promise by exercising a portion of  faith.  It gives us specific 
things to do and a promise that would follow—God dwelling within us.  That is a goodly pearl!  
	 How do we go about enjoying this condition?  How do we apply the test in the verse, “If  a man 
love me he will keep my words”?  The words of  Christ tell us: “Wherefore, seek not the things of  this world but seek ye 
first to build up the kingdom of  God, and to establish his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.” (Matt 
6:38).  Jesus tells us that the first thing of  importance should be the Kingdom of  God.  Building up the 
kingdom requires us to become involved in the work of  God’s hands.  His work did not end with Christ 
on the cross.  It is not complete until His kingdom reigns on earth.  The prophets foretold it: “It shall come 
to pass in the last days when the mountain of  the Lord's house shall be established in the top of  the mountains, and shall be 
exalted above the hills, and all nations shall flow unto it” (Is 2:2). 
	 Today, many people have pursued the American dream.  They made it their main endeavor, 
while the Kingdom of  God languishes.  Here is an opportunity for an experiment.  We can pursue the 
Kingdom of  God, but how do we start?  The Lord gave the greatest commandment: “ Jesus said unto him, 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  This is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is like unto it; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” (Matt 22:36-38).  If  we 
were to fulfill the requirement, what do you suppose would be our relationship with the Lord?  Do you 
think He would be willing to make His abode with us? 
	 When we realize what sin has done to us—how it has corrupted our nature, chained us in 
bondage, and destined us to eternal death—we can be overwhelmed by misery.  The good news of  the 
gospel of  Jesus Christ is that He took our sins upon Himself.  He endured our misery and opened a door 
into eternal joy and everlasting life.  For those who believe, the thought that Jesus loved us so much that 
He died in our place evokes unbounded love for Him.  John wrote, “We love him, because he first loved us” (1J 
4:19).  Those who love Jesus do what He asks out of  love instead of  duty. 
	 Because we love our Savior, we will try to please Him by keeping His commandments.  By trying 
to do what He says, we plant a good seed.  That seed will grow and we will harvest valuable fruit.  Our 
life will become a complete pleasure.  The love of  God and obedience to His word will become a goodly 
pearl, perhaps a pearl of  great price. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 JOSEPH F. SMITH

Goodly Pearls(Con’t)
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PREPARING THE FAITHFUL FOR A TIME OF

TRIBULATION AND ZION’S REDEMPTION


