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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“If ye give place, that a seed may be planted in your heart,
behold, if it be a true seed, or a good seed . . . behold, it will
begin to swell within your breasts.”
(Alma 16:153)

THE FRUIT OF BELIEF

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.

nnn

Our Mission:
To bear testimony that God
will save His people and reveal
the sealed portion in Zion.
Come and believe. Repent and
stop quarreling. The Lord will
pour His righteousness on those
who do and unify them.

During the last month, we
have borne our testimony as
circumstances permit. Some
believe and immediately ask,
“What can I do?”
Others are
hesitant and
wish that they
could believe.

hope and increase joy. It will
bring peace and provide
comfort. It will bring release
from the spirit of accusation
and distrust.

Alma told
the Zoramites,
“If ye can no
more than desire to
believe, let this
desire work in you, even until ye
believe in a manner that ye can give
place for a portion of my
words” (Alma 16:151).

Why?
Because the
Holy Spirit
attends those
who exercise
faith, even if
it is only to
plant a desire
to believe.
And where the Holy Spirit
resides, it brings hope, joy, and
peace. It releases people from
fear and skepticism.

If our testimony is good, it
will grow in the hearts of those
who plant it. As it grows, it will
begin to bear fruit. It will bring

As we see the foundations of
our nation crumble like our
church did, let all grasp the
Lord’s promise and believe.

The Second Time
Many people expected great events this past year, events that would advance the work of the
Lord. Now that we have come to the last month of 2017, we can ask, “Has any thing significant happened to
show that the Lord is at work to bring forth His purposes?”
Yes! There was an event that showed the work of God’s hands is beginning to unfold. I went to
Brazil, accompanied by Brother Bob Moore in response to what I later learned was an invitation from an
angel. The event that is advancing the Lord’s work happened there last January. It raises the question:
“Why Brazil?” I want to answer by looking at what the Lord wants to accomplish.
The first scripture I want to mention reads, “And righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as
with a flood, to gather out my own elect from the four quarters of the earth unto a place which I shall prepare; a holy city,
that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and
it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem” D&C 36:12f-g). Here the Lord promises that He will prepare the
place that He appointed for His Zion. He needs to do it because His saints did not.
Another scripture states “And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an
inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of
refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the most high God” (D&C 45:12c). The Lord called the early church to
accomplish this task. It was its primary work. The Lord located the land of Zion and revealed the exact
spot on which to build a “House of the Lord.” The saints set out to go there, purchase the land, and build
the Temple, but before they even turned the soil for that holy house, they ran into trouble. The Lord
complained, “Behold, I say unto you, there were jarrings, and contentions, and envyings, and strifes, and lustful and
covetous desires among them; therefore by these things they polluted their inheritances” (D&C 98:3a).
(Continued on next page)

Joseph’s Ministry

Joseph has been sharing his testimony about
what happened when he went to Brazil. He
bears tidings of great joy, for the Lord is
remembering Zion and has already taken
steps to redeem it.
If you have not had opportunity to hear
Joseph’s testimony, or other aspects of what
was shared while he was in Brazil, you may
find them at https://secondinvitation.org.
There are links to videos and articles, as well
as questions and answers. Please contact us if
you need more information.

Support Joseph

You may help support Joseph and his
ministry by contributing to The Joseph
Smith Support Fund, PO Box 774, Blue
Springs, Mo 64013. All contributions are tax
deductible. Thank you for your support.

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

The Second Time(Con’t)
How can the Lord use people to build up a righteous city who have polluted their inheritances?
How can those who argue and contend be a light for the Lord to set on a hill? The saints were driven
out of the land of Zion in 1833. They did not repent and their expulsion began a downhill slide as
history records. The Lord had warned, “And if by purchase, behold, you are blessed; and if by blood, as you are
forbidden to shed blood, lo, your enemies are upon you, and ye shall be scourged from city to city, and from synagogue to
synagogue, and but few shall stand to receive an inheritance” (D&C 63:8e). The saints were driven from Missouri
and settled in Nauvoo, Illinois. Only a few years later, the church broke apart into over twenty groups.
Those are painful memories as we consider those times. The Lord even lamented them: “For the day of my
visitation cometh speedily, in an hour when ye think not of; and where shall be the safety of my people and refuge for those
who shall be left of them” (D&C 107:2d).
The Lord has commanded His saints to build Zion. He wants that city to shine forth His glory in
a darkening world and serve as a place of refuge: “It shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of
refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the most high God” (D&C 45:12c). Once the church was fragmented, the
Lord asked where that city was. We must ask the same question of ourselves today.
Isaiah gives this interesting prophecy: “Woe to the land shadowing with wings, which is beyond the rivers of
Ethiopia; that sendeth ambassadors by the sea, even in vessels of bulrushes upon the waters, saying, Go, ye swift messengers,
to a nation scattered and peeled, to a people terrible from their beginning hitherto; a nation meted out and trodden down,
whose land the rivers have spoiled! All ye inhabitants of the world and dwellers on the earth, see ye, when he lifteth up an
ensign on the mountains; and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye. For so the Lord said unto me, I will take my rest, and I
will consider in my dwelling place like a clear heat upon herbs, and like a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest. For afore the
harvest, when the bud is perfect, and the sour grape is ripening in the flower, he shall both cut off the sprigs with pruning
hooks, and take away and cut down the branches” (Is 18:1-5)
Did the Lord raise an ensign on the “land shadowing with wings”? Yes, He did! Did He send out
ambassadors, or missionaries, to gather the remnants of Israel? Yes, He did. And what happened to the
church that He brought out of the wilderness, to the church that He restored in 1830? Isaiah foretold
that he would take away the branches before the harvest, when its grapes were still sour. Isaiah
prophesied the fragmentation and failure of the church. We do not like to admit the condition. We do
not even want to think about it, but it is precisely the situation that we are in.
We like to think our way to fix the church or the branch where we worship is still within God’s
favor. The Lord said, “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them” (Matt 7:29). What have been our fruits?
Has any branch or group established the New Jerusalem? What did Isaiah say? He said that the Lord
would cut off the sprigs and branches, but he also said that the Lord kept the vine.
Jesus told His disciples, “I am the vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5). The vine remains alive. That vine is
Jesus, but the branches are cut off from Him. How do we know that? Our works manifest it.
The words of Moroni given to those in Brazil said that the branches must be grafted back
into the natural vine. They must be grafted into Jesus Christ. That cannot happen unless we all come to
Him. When we abide in Jesus Christ, He will abide in us As He does, we can began to accomplish what
the Lord desired the first invitation to achieve back in 1830.
Let us not miss this last opportunity to help finish the work. Let us come together and build up
“a holy city, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my
tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem” (D&C 12f).
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