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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“The Lord called his people, Zion, because they were of one
heart and of one mind, and dwelt in righteousness.” (Gen 7:23)

ONE HEART AND MIND

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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Our Mission:
To bear testimony that God
will save His people and reveal
the sealed portion in Zion.
Come and believe. Repent and
stop quarreling. The Lord will
pour His righteousness on those
who do and unify them.

Scripture clearly reveals that
Zion is composed of people
who share the same heart and
mind. It does not mean that we
think the same
or that we
demonstrate
the same
emotions. It
defines a
people who
share the same
goals and love
the same
leader.
Our leader is Jesus Christ.
We love Him because He first
loved us. While we were yet
sinners, He died for us. He took
our sins and endured the most
agonizing death possible.
If we love Jesus, we lay down
our life for our brethren. We

bear each other’s burdens, help
those who are weak in either
body or spirit, and mourn with
the sad. Being of one heart and
mind is not
about being
theologically
circumspect,
although all
will believe
and obey the
gospel. Those
who obey it
receive the
Holy Ghost.
The mind of Christ lives in
them and gives them power to
care for others.
Our hope is that the saints
will become of one mind in that
they love each other and bear
each other’s burdens. That is a
step in becoming Zion.

A New Year
As we come to the end of the year 2017, a year filled with many expectations, I like to look back
and count the many blessings the Lord has given. I see these blessings:
To this nation: Perhaps, God has given it a little more time before His sword of justice comes
down upon it. That provides time for people to come to repentance. That is good.
To the Restoration Saints: Good news has come in fulfillment of the prophecy found in the book
of Isaiah. “It shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant
of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and
from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea” (Is 11:11). A similar prophecy is found in the
Book of Mormon; “Behold, there shall be many at that day, when I shall proceed to do a marvelous work among them,
that I may remember my covenants which I have made unto the children of men, that I may set my hand again the second
time to recover my people, which are of the house of Israel” (2N 12:42).
What event do these prophecies signify and that has come to pass in this year of 2017? The Lord
has brought forth the plates of the Book of Mormon. They include the sealed portion. He has also
revealed the seer stones. I bring news that part of the sealed portion will be translated, read, and
published. This blessing will bring the saints together. It will make us one.
When Nephi prophesied about the second time that the Lord would set His hand, he said, “Many
at that day.” Many would do what? Nephi answered, “And because my words shall hiss forth, many of the
Gentiles shall say, A bible, a bible, we have got a bible” (2N 12:42). It predicts that many Gentiles would reject
this marvelous work. We have seen that happen in their rejection of the Book of Mormon. Now, we see
some Restoration saints backing away from the work of the Book of Mormon plates. There are at least
two reasons.
(Continued on next page)

Joseph’s Ministry

Joseph has been sharing his testimony about
what happened when he went to Brazil. He
bears tidings of great joy, for the Lord is
remembering Zion and has already taken
steps to redeem it.
If you have not had opportunity to hear
Joseph’s testimony, or other aspects of what
was shared while he was in Brazil, you may
find them at https://secondinvitation.org.
There are links to videos and articles, as well
as questions and answers. Please contact us if
you need more information.

Support Joseph

You may help support Joseph and his
ministry by contributing to The Joseph
Smith Support Fund, PO Box 774, Blue
Springs, Mo 64013. All contributions are tax
deductible. Thank you for your support.

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

The Second Time(Con’t)
One reason people object is because it occurred in Brazil and not in this land. Some have asked,
“Why Brazil and not here?” Another objection is it happened outside every Restoration church and group.
There is a reason why.
If we honestly look at our situation, do we not see that we are under judgment? It is the same
judgment as King Belshazzar. The Lord wrote His judgment on the wall: “TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the
balances, and art found wanting” (Dan 5:27). We also have been found wanting. Why? We have not obeyed
many of the commandments given to the Restoration movement. We have ignored one that the saints
received early in its history, one we have ignored for many years:: “Behold, this I have given unto you a parable,
and it is even as I am: I say unto you, Be one; and if ye are not one, ye are not mine” (D&C 38:6a).
We are not one. The problems that drove the saints out of Jackson County in 1833 are still with
us. The Lord admonished them, “Behold, I say unto you, there were jarrings, and contentions, and envyings, and
strifes, and lustful and covetous desires among them; therefore by these things they polluted their inheritances” (D&C
98:3a). These jarrings and contentions, strifes, covetous desires, and envyings are still with us. We have
been weighed in the balances for over 180 years and we are still found wanting. It does not surprise me
that the Lord looked outside the Restoration groups and went to Brazil.
We allowed ourselves to ignore or dismiss what the Lord directed us to do. Becoming one is the
only way we can accomplish our work. Instead, we designed our own solutions. Then, we choose to
judge and divide over who had the right to lead, who has the authority, who was teaching the right
philosophy, and what is the right way. We did not concentrate on listening to the voice of the Lord or
following the directions that He had given. We hearkened to spirits that were not of the Lord and did
not conform to the scriptures. These spirits came from the hearts of desirous men and led us away from
the purposes that the Lord set forth in the beginning of the Restoration. The adversary took advantage
of this situation and added his influence in dividing us.
We must change our situation. The work that the Lord is doing in Brazil will develop into a
movement that will bring people through South America, Central America, and Mexico. They will
come to Jackson County and help establish the city New Jerusalem. If we desire to be a part of the work
of the Lord and participate in what He is doing, we must become one. We must be one in Christ. He
must be the source from whom we take our directions.
In April 1996, the Lord gave a revelation through me in a sermon at the Waldo Church. I think
it is pertinent to our situation today.
“Oh, Israel, Israel, thou hast ever been a stubborn and a stiff necked people. Come to me with a broken heart and
a contrite spirit. Give ear to my words; hearken to my counsel; and I will reason with you as one reasons with another. I
will show you the path that will lead you to my righteousness, but you must come to me united in prayer. You must desire my
righteousness in unity. You must be willing to abide those former commandments which I have given, even at the beginning
of this My work in these latter days. I have heard your prayers and will answer them in My own due time. Run not before
the Lord. Have patience, for blessed are those who wait upon the Lord. My Zion will yet be established and blessed are they
who seek to push forward the cause of Zion; but it will be established according to the precepts and merits I have given.
Behold, if you would be a part of this work, you must come together in unity, laying aside your differences and seeking My
righteousness. Again, I say unto you, you must come with a broken heart, a contrite spirit, and be willing to abide My
counsel. Even so, I am Jesus Christ, the beginning and the end. Amen and Amen. Thus sayeth the spirit, that still small
voice that penetrates to the very core of my being. Amen.”
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