
Joseph F. Smith 
is the son of Arthur Smith, the 
grandson of Alexander Smith, 
and the great-grandson of 
Joseph Smith, Jr.  He comes in 
Christ’s name to invite all 
those who believe in the Book 
of Mormon and the restored 
gospel to prepare for Zion’s 
redemption. 
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      The Lord had given His 
commandments, but people 
misused them.  The Pharisees 
thought that righteousness 
depended on 
how accurately 
they obeyed, 
but they failed. 

     The Lord 
did a new thing 
when He took 
our flesh.  He 
showed us  that 
righteousness is 
based on sacrificial love.  Jesus 
took our sins and died for us.  
He asks us to die for Him, not 
by self-punishment, but in 
selfless living. 

     Instead of  taking an eye for 
an eye, He told us to take up 
our cross, to turn the check to 
those who hit us, to “pray for them 

which despitefully use you and 
persecute you” (Matt 5:46).  That 
is a new thing. 

     When Americans looked for 
the primitive 
church and  
the original 
gospel, the 
Lord revealed 
it from 
heaven, not to 
a learned 
student, but to 
an unlearned 

lad.  That was a new thing. 

     Today, Restorationists long 
for Zion.  Some try to find it by 
better obedience to Zionic 
principles.  Some by greater 
scriptural study, but God is 
doing a new thing—revealing it 
from heaven.  Will some miss it 
because it is unexpected?

z The Willing & Obedient z 
     “Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; 
shall ye not know it?”                                                          (Is 43:19)
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Our Mission:  
      To bear testimony that God 
will save His people and reveal   
the sealed portion in Zion.  
Come and believe.  Repent by 
stop quarreling.  The Lord will 
pour His righteousness on those 
who do and unify them.



A New Thing from the Lord
	 When I turned on my computer this morning I was greeted with a picture of  rugged mountains.  
I have seen these pictures many times before, but this morning the picture brought a realization of  the 
resistance this huge rock experienced as it pushed its way through the earth’s crust to reach the height it 
attained.  The scars on the mountainsides testify to the opposition it underwent, yet it stands above it, 
big, strong, and solid, in defiance of  that which tried to restrain its emergence. 
	 In comparison, I thought of  the trials that Jesus went through when He came into the land of  
Judah. He declared that He was the Son of  God.  Many, especially the leaders, condemned Him: “The 
Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, 
makest thyself  God” (John 10:33).  In spite of  the miracles that Christ performed, they would not recognize 
Him.  They were learned in the details of  the law, but blinded by their traditions and the interpretations 
of  their fathers. 
	 Some people, mostly common people like fishermen, could see who Jesus was.  Matthew reports, 
“When Jesus came into the coasts of  Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I, the Son of  
man, am?  And they said, Some say John the Baptist; some Elias; and others Jeremias; or one of  the prophets.  He said 
unto them, But whom say ye that I am?  And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of  the living 
God” (Matt:16:14-17). 
	 The revelation that came to the disciples did not come at first.  Early on, Nathanael wondered 
who He was.  John wrote, “Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of  Nazareth?  Philip saith 
unto him, Come and see” (John 1:46).  What did the disciples see?  They saw Jesus Christ, big, strong, and 
solid, in spite of  all that tried to restrain His coming forth.  Amidst all the opposition, Jesus still  fulfilled 
the will of  His heavenly Father.	 	 	 	 	 	 (Continued on next page)

Joseph’s Ministry 
   Joseph has been sharing his testimony about 
what happened when he went to Brazil.  He 
bears tidings of  great joy, for the Lord is 
remembering Zion and has already taken 
steps to redeem it. 
   If  you have not had opportunity to hear 
Joseph’s testimony, or other aspects of  what 
was shared while he was in Brazil, you may 
find them at https://secondinvitation.org.  
There are links to videos and articles, as well 
as questions and answers.  Please contact us if  
you need more information.

Support Joseph 
    You may help support Joseph and his 
ministry by contributing to The Joseph 
Smith Support Fund, PO Box 774, Blue 
Springs, Mo 64013.  All contributions are tax 
deductible.  Thank you for your support. 

Want Your own Newsletter? 
    If  you are not receiving your own 
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or 
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.
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http://www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html
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	 People are reluctant to accept change.  The Pharisees did not want to leave the old laws. They 
understood its requirements and were comfortable with its obligations.  This attitude is natural.  I believe 
it is a tool of  the adversary.  He keeps people from the most important change—repentance—and 
tempts them to follow their own will instead of  the Lord’s. 
	  The people who oppose change cannot learn anything new.  Instead, they close the door to a 
better understanding.  The Lord calls us to new spiritual heights.  Peter wrote, “Grow in grace and the 
knowledge of  our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To him be glory both now and forever.  Amen” (2P 3:18).  The apostle 
wants the saints to “grow in grace and the knowledge of  our Lord.”  How can we grow if  we refuse to consider 
anything new?  If  we fall into error and keep a closed mind, how can the Lord lead us out of  our 
dilemma? 
	 Is not this our problem?  The saints returned to the land of  Zion well over a century ago.  Where 
is the holy city?  Where is a Zionic people?  Is doing the same thing over and over again ever going to 
bring about Zion?  If  the saints are unwilling to learn something new, what hope have we of  correction? 
	 Our inability as latter-day saints to build up Zion, or even live in harmony, brings our attention to 
the work of  the Lord in Brazil.  People are bringing up every excuse to cast that work aside without 
giving it time to develop.  Why?  Is it because they are against change? 
	 One excuse some mentioned is that it does not follow the pattern that the Lord has given us.  I do 
not know what pattern they mean.  What I do understand is that no one can put God in a box or create 
a set of  rules that confine what He can or cannot do.  We believe in a sovereign God who can perform 
whatever He desires.  Who would try to hold Him to the pattern of  their construction or build a fence 
around Him? 
	 We see the same opposition that resisted Jesus Christ oppose the work of  the Lord in Brazil.  It is 
also similar to criticism against the Restoration of  1830.  When the Lord restored His church through 
Joseph Smith, Jr., people asserted that there was no need for a Restoration.  In Jesus’ day, the Pharisees 
objected by saying, “We know that God spake unto Moses; as for this man we know not from whence he is” (John 
9:29).  Today, critics maintain that there is no need for God to raise up someone outside the Restoration.  
They insist that what the Lord began in 1830 will eventually build the New Jerusalem. 
	 We understand that the Law of  Moses could make no one holy: “For the law was administered without 
an oath and made nothing perfect, but was only the bringing in of  a better hope; by the which we draw nigh unto 
God” (Heb 7:19).  Jesus came to put away sin by His redeeming atonement.  When He died, He opened 
the way for people to receive the abiding presence of  the Holy Ghost, which makes us into holy temples. 
	 As Restorationists, we also understand that the Reformation could not establish the holy city.  
The reformers and their followers were confused about what the doctrine of  Christ is.  They 
misunderstood the means and purpose of  both baptism by water and the Holy Ghost.  Without the 
Spirit living inside, believers had no power to help them live together in righteousness. 
	 The saints have struggled for over 180 years to become Zionic—to be of  one heart and mind.  
We still struggle.  Unless we do something different, we will never reach that goal.  We are like the 
Pharisees who hope that a more disciplined obedience to the Law of  Moses will lead to the liberation of  
the kingdom of  God on earth. 
	 I testify that God has set His hand to save His work and rescue His saints.  He has acted outside 
the little box many have constructed.  He wants us to know that He is able to do His own work—a 
marvelous work of  great magnitude that will unite His people.	 	 	 JOSEPH F. SMITH

A New Thing from the Lord(Con’t)
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PREPARING THE FAITHFUL FOR A TIME OF

TRIBULATION AND ZION’S REDEMPTION


