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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of
Christ.”
(Gal 6:2)

WE ARE HOW WE TREAT EACH OTHER

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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Our Mission:
To bear testimony that God
will save His people and reveal
the sealed portion in Zion.
Come and believe. Repent by
stop quarreling. The Lord will
pour His righteousness on those
who do and unify them.

An obscure group wrote a
song in response to the Sandy
Hook School shootings. NCIS
featured it in its Christmas
episode. It
went viral.
The song rang
with an eternal
truth: “We are
how we treat each
other when the day
is done.”
The gospel
of Jesus Christ
calls to people, “love thy neighbor
as thyself” (Matt 22:38). Its
principles place the Holy Spirit
in the repentant, empowering
them to treat others as they
would like to be treated.
What a happy and nurturing
life it would be to live in a
community where everyone

loved each other as much as
they loved themselves. It has
happened before: “There were no
envyings, nor strifes, nor tumults, nor
whoredoms, nor
lyings . . . and
surely there could
not be a happier
people among all
the people who
had been created
by the hand of
God” (4N
1:18-19).
The Nephite golden age
began after Jesus taught them.
We have only 1/100th of His
teachings. When part of the
sealed portion is revealed, it will
teach us how to live in love.
Will the saints willingly obey
His teachings? Will they love all
their neighbors as themselves?

Preparing for Zion
The Book of Genesis reveals that the blessings God gave Joseph and his descendants were to be
above those of his brethren. Joseph had spared the whole family of Israel during a terrible drought and
famine. Their sojourn in Egypt led to bondage for over 400 years. The Lord raised up Moses to lead
them out of that land and bring them to the mountain where He gave His law. When they received it,
they covenanted with Him to be His people and were afterwards led to their Promised Land.
The Book of Kings chronicles how Jacob’s family divided into two kingdoms, the kingdom of
Judah and the kingdom of Israel. This happened about 975 BC. Afterward, the kingdom of Israel,
which was also called the northern kingdom, began to worship idols. Its leaders were descendants of
Ephraim and, therefore, descendants of Joseph. Those who remained under their leadership began to
devolve deeper and deeper into transgression. Finally, in 734 BC the Lord sent the nation of Assyria to
punish Israel by invading the kingdom. The Assyrians conquered that nation and in 720 BC drove them
out of their land, taking them prisoner and carrying them away into lands that they controlled.
One hundred and twenty years later, Babylon defeated the Assyrian Empire and controlled the
lands to which the Israelites had been imprisoned, but when the Media-Persian Empire conquered
Babylon, it freed them, along with the Jews. Israel did not want to gather back to their ancient lands and
began migrating into Europe. As they intermarried with the Gentiles, they lost their identity.
The Gentile migration to the American continents brought many descendants of the ancient
kingdom of Israel to America, both to North and South America. They are the people of whom God
prophesied, “O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the Lord. Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s
hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel. At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a
(Continued on next page)

Joseph’s Ministry

Joseph has been sharing his testimony about
what happened when he went to Brazil. He
bears tidings of great joy, for the Lord is
remembering Zion and has already taken
steps to redeem it.
If you have not had opportunity to hear
Joseph’s testimony, or other aspects of what
was shared while he was in Brazil, you may
find them at https://secondinvitation.org.
There are links to videos and articles, as well
as questions and answers. Please contact us if
you need more information.

Support Joseph

You may help support Joseph and his
ministry by contributing to The Joseph
Smith Support Fund, PO Box 774, Blue
Springs, Mo 64013. All contributions are tax
deductible. Thank you for your support.

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

Preparing for Zion(Con’t)
kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it; if that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their
evil, I will withhold the evil that I thought to do unto them. And at what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and
concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it; if it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will withhold the
good, wherewith I said I would benefit them” (Jer 18:6-10). Israel did not turn from its evil, so God brought evil
on them. He threw them like the potter’s clay into the clay pot and reshaped a new work. God is
reshaping latter-day Israel to perform a mighty work—to be His witnesses that He is God.
The Lord restored His church among latter-day Israel. It was the same church that He built in
Jerusalem. Later, it fled into the wilderness, as John prophesied (Rev 12:14), and emerged on the
American frontier. The Lord restored the authority of His priesthood of apostles, prophets, evangelists,
priests, and teachers, placing those officers in it. They are commissioned to bring the people to
perfection in order to establish His Holy Mountain, which is His Zion. The Lord told Joseph and the
elders with him, “Those to whom these commandments were given might have power to lay the foundation of this church,
and to bring it forth out of obscurity, and out of darkness” (D&C 1:5e).
This call was not only to Joseph and the elders with him, who were dedicating the Temple Lot at
the time, but to those to whom the latter-day commandments were given. It was given to the saints who
were members of the early church. They had responded to the first invitation. It was the first time that
Israel was being called to gather again. This was the first time that God had set His hand to recover His
scattered people. The invitation to establish the foundation and build up the kingdom of God was given
to the early Saints, who being caught up in the beautiful and abundant opportunities in this new world
were not careful in following the directions of God.
Jesus revealed how the people who received the first invitation would respond. He said, “They all,
with one consent, began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and
see it; I pray thee have me excused. And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them; I pray thee
have me excused” (Lu 14:18-19). For 186 years, the saints have tried to prove “five yoke of oxen” or maybe
buy “a piece of ground.” Numerous excuses were given as we turned away from the invitation and did not
gather for “a feast of fat things, of wine on the lees well refined, that the earth may know that the mouths of the prophets
shall not fail; yea, a supper of the house of the Lord, well prepared, unto which all nations shall be invited” (D&C 58:3).
We know that the early Saints struggled through a cloud of darkness. That darkening cloud has
continued through the years and caused us to falter in our duties. Like ancient Babylon, we have been
“weighed in the balances, and art found wanting” (Dan 5: 27). What lies in store for those who have struggled
through this darkness and wandered down paths of imperfection?
Our Lord destroyed ancient Israel with the intent of reshaping it in America. He told King
David, “Moreover I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their
own, and move no more” (2 Sam 7:10). Our history shows that He planted His people in this land, but we
polluted our inheritances. God will punish us as Jeremiah prophesied, but we will not be driven out.
Instead, we will be purged and reshaped: “I will early destroy all the wicked of the land; that I may cut off all
wicked doers from the city of the Lord” (Ps 101:8). This land—the land of Zion—will be cleansed from all the
wicked found upon it. Isaiah revealed how. “It shall come to pass, they that are left in Zion, and he that remaineth
in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even everyone that is written among the living in Jerusalem; when the Lord shall have
washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the
spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning” (Is 4:2-3). We must become holy to remain in Zion.
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