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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon Zion; for the time
to favor her, yea, the set time, is come.”
(Ps 102:13)

THE SET TIME FOR ZION
The Lord promised to set
His hand a second time to
gather His people. That time
has come.

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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Our Mission:
To bear testimony that God
will save His people and reveal
the sealed portion in Zion.
Come and believe. Repent by
stop quarreling. The Lord will
pour His righteousness on those
who do and unify them.

While He
sent the first
laborers in this
last kingdom
with power,
they did not
accomplish the
task. The
resulting
confusion and
division has disheartened the
saints until they are without
sufficient strength or unity.
Immediately after
prophesying those things, the
Lord revealed that He would
deliver Zion “The redemption of
Zion must needs come by power”
(D&C 100:3d). We testify that

the set time for that deliverance
has come.
It is painful to watch the US
fall into the same contention
and confusion
that overthrew
the saints in
Zion. How
long can this
continue
before it fails
and our
enemies
attack?
Just as the Lord took mercy
on His people and released
them from sin’s bondage by His
atoning sacrifice, He has taken
mercy on His saints and will
free them from their willful
separation. That time has
come. The Lord will unite
those who believe and repent.

Let Zion Arise
It seems that we are having an unusual spring weather system this year. First, we have a beautiful
spring day and next we have snow, sleet, and cold. Here in the Ozarks, we are experiencing what we call
the Easter squall. If it were a little later, it would be Blackberry winter, which is a cold spell about the time
blackberries are blooming. These terms are a way of saying that while we enjoy a period of nice
weather at times, we recognize that a change is very likely coming.
In our religious life there is a similarity. We often go along with a peaceful heart that is content
with the spiritual conditions around us only to find that we have fallen short of what the Lord requires.
The history of the Restoration movement shows that this is exactly what happened to the church. In the
early days, the saints were excited about the work as it unfolded, but that excitement distracted the
ministry. In the 1830s, people realized that the Lord was stretching forth His hand after many
generations of darkness. He was restoring His church. To those who loved the Lord and who yearned
to rise above what the churches that the Reformation had given them, this became exciting. Christianity
understood the teachings about Jesus and the salvation that He won through His death on the cross, but
it did not understand many of the Old Testament prophecies; neither did it comprehend the concept of
a holy city. Zion was new to them. Let us consider the cause of that Zion.
The gospels contain this account: “Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon.
And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord,
thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came
and besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us. He answered, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the
house of Israel. Then came she and worshiped him, saying, Lord, help me. But he answered and said, It is not meet to
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Joseph’s Ministry

Joseph has been sharing his testimony about
what happened when he went to Brazil. He
bears tidings of great joy, for the Lord is
remembering Zion and has already taken
steps to redeem it.
If you have not had opportunity to hear
Joseph’s testimony, or other aspects of what
was shared while he was in Brazil, you may
find them at https://secondinvitation.org.
There are links to videos and articles, as well
as questions and answers. Please contact us if
you need more information.

Support Joseph

You may help support Joseph and his
ministry by contributing to The Joseph
Smith Support Fund, PO Box 774, Blue
Springs, Mo 64013. All contributions are tax
deductible. Thank you for your support.

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

Let Zion Arise(Con’t)
take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs. And she said, Truth, Lord; yet the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from the
master's table” (Matt 15:20-26).
The reason that I have quoted this beautiful story is to point out our Lord’s commitment to
Israel. Does that commitment exclude other people from Jesus Christ and His plan of salvation?
Absolutely not. The Book of Mormon teaches that none are shut out. Black, white, brown, all are
welcome to partake of the waters of life freely. The requirement for salvation in Christ is faith,
repentance, baptism, and receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost. It is an invitation open to all. When a
person fulfills these principles and obeys the specified ordinances, they become a child of God. They
become heirs to the promises given to Abraham, Issac and Jacob (Israel). They are an adopted
Israelite.
David wrote, “He showeth his word unto Jacob, his statutes and his judgments unto Israel. He hath not dealt
so with any nation; and as for his judgments, they have not known them. Praise ye the Lord” (Ps 147:19-20). We
must remember that God chose the whole family of Jacob, favoring that patriarch by changing his
name to Israel. He not only chose Israel, but He made a covenant with them. When people accept the
invitation to come to Jesus, they fulfill that covenant and become an heir to those promises.
God’s promises to Israel include more than eternal life. Some ask, “Did He not die on the cross for
all mankind?” Yes He did, but His sacrifice on the cross is not all the work of God. Jesus said, “My meat
is to do the will of him who sent me, and to finish his work” (John 4:36). What, then, is the work Jesus is to
finish? Looking at some of the prophecies in the old Testament helps us understand the answer. Daniel
revealed, “I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to
the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom,
that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass
away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed” (Dan 7:13-14). The prophet revealed that one like the
son of man, who is Jesus Christ, will be given a kingdom. This kingdom is the same one that Daniel
previous prophesied would be set up on earth and consume all others (Dan 2:44). Israel will inherit
that kingdom: “And the kingdom shall be given to the saints of the Most High” (Dan 7:27).
Jesus will give that kingdom to His Father. Paul wrote, “Afterward cometh the end, when he shall have
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule, and all authority and power” (1
Cor 15:24). Before Jesus delivers the kingdom up to God the Father, He will have to bring it to
perfection. He will not deliver up an imperfect kingdom. Perfecting the kingdom means that all
people, nations, and languages must be taught the gospel of the kingdom, otherwise they could not
serve Him. Therefore, He will need a platform—an example to present to the world.
Another Old Testament prophecy explains this need. It is found in two different books, Isaiah
chapter 2 and Micah, which I quote: “But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of
the Lord shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto
it. And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the
God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths; for the law shall go forth of Zion, and
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem” (Mic 4:1-2).
For this example to work, it must be peopled with those who are brought to perfection.
Remember the words of Christ: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, I give unto you to be the salt of earth; but if the salt
shall lose its savor, wherewith shall the earth be salted? the salt shall thenceforth be good for nothing, but to be cast out,
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PREPARING THE FAITHFUL FOR A TIME OF

TRIBULATION AND ZION’S REDEMPTION
and to be trodden under foot of men. Verily, verily, I say unto you, I give unto you to be the light of the world; a city that is set on a hill
cannot be hid. Behold, do men light a candle and put it under a bushel? Nay, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light to all that are in
the house. Therefore, let your light so shine before this world, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in
heaven” (Matt 5:15-18).
We see the purpose of God’s call for Israel. They were chosen not because they were more righteous.
They are called, as we all are called, to become righteous. They, as well as us also, are chosen to establish Zion,
God's Holy Mountain, and be that example of perfect love and right living. Then, we will become the salt, the
city set on the hill, and the light of the world, that we may “show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light” (1P 2:9)
JOSEPH F. SMITH

Time To Pray
When the Pilgrims realized that they had offended God and received divine punishment, they called a
day of fasting and prayer. Each time the Lord heard their supplications and turned away the pending trial. The
saints have offended God by continuing their separation and judgment of each other. It is time to repent.
We invite all people to join us in prayer and supplication on the third Saturday evening of each month.
We will meet at the Zarahemla Branch at 7:00 PM. We realize that many live too far to come and invite all
interested to form prayer circles where they are. If you hold one in your area, let us know and we will publish the
location.
May the Lord accept our repentance, hear our prayers and have mercy on Zion.

