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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in
heaven, and which are on earth; even in him.”
(Eph 1:10)

TRIP TO UTAH

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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Our Mission:
To bear testimony that God
will save His people and reveal
the sealed portion in Zion.
Come and believe. Repent by
stop quarreling. The Lord will
pour His righteousness on those
who do and unify them.

Joseph F. Smith spent the
first half of June in Utah,
visiting with a number of
people interested in the cause of
Zion. He also
participated in
a radio interview and a
podcast.
The
meetings were
informal,
giving people
ample opportunity to discuss Joseph’s
testimony of the Sealed Book of
Mormon, as well as the
redemption of Zion.
The trip interfered with the
publication of June’s Joseph
Smith Ministry’s Newsletter.
We apologize for the missing
issue.

One purpose of Joseph’s
ministry is to bring the various
parts of the Restoration
together. Over the years, many
differences
have arisen,
some of them
quite challenging to
unity. Those
differences
will remain
and the
barriers grow
even higher
unless saints from the different
groups come together to both
worship and reason one with
another.
We are dedicated to
gathering the saints together
and finding ways to build up the
kingdom of God.

The Lord’s Purpose
An early revelation given to Peter Whitmer in the Commandments said, “And now, behold, I say
unto you, that the thing which will be of the most worth unto you, will be to declare repentance unto this people, that you
may bring souls unto me, that you may rest with them in the kingdom of my Father” (D&C 14:3). We are taught to
repent of our sins before we go down into the waters for baptism, but that is not the only time we are
counseled to repent. Repentance should be a daily event, for most of us sin daily.
There are two types of commandments. The first is “thou shall not do” and the other is “thou shalt
do.” One of the “to do” commandments is to love one another. Today, the Temple Lot Church of Christ
does not seem to recognize the brotherhood of the other saints of Christ's Church, which I like to call
“the Family of God.” It judges the rest of the Restoration movement by claiming to be the only one
acceptable to the Lord. That attitude is also prevalent among the Restoration branches. Since the break
up of the RLDS Church in 1985, the Restoration Saints have failed to keep this commandment. For
that reason, we are encouraged to practice repentance.
None of the organizations of the Restoration movement have been successful in establishing the
New Jerusalem, the city Zion. Its establishment is one of the requirements that the Lord gave the saints
in 1830. The present division among the parts of the Restoration continues to hinder the building up of
the Holy City. Our failure was foretold by Isaiah the prophet. He said, “For all tables are full of vomit and
filthiness, so that there is no place clean” (Is 28:8). Does the present division within the Restoration contribute
to the filthiness in which the Restoration finds itself ?
Isaiah revealed how the Lord would free us from this bondage. He said, “For with stammering lips
and another tongue will he speak to this people. To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest;
and this is the refreshing; yet they would not hear” (Is 28:11-12). I testify that
(Continued on next page)

Joseph’s Ministry

Joseph has been sharing his testimony about
what happened when he went to Brazil. He
bears tidings of great joy, for the Lord is
remembering Zion and has already taken
steps to redeem it.
To hear Joseph’s testimony, or other aspects
of what was shared while he was in Brazil, go
to https://secondinvitation.wordpress.com.
There are links to videos and articles, as well
as questions and answers. Please contact us if
you need more information.

Support Joseph

You may help support Joseph and his
ministry by contributing to The Joseph
Smith Support Fund, PO Box 774, Blue
Springs, Mo 64013. All contributions are tax
deductible. Thank you for your support.

Want Your own Newsletter?

If you are not receiving your own
Newsletter, please request one by writing us or
signing up at www.jfsm.org/newsletter.html.

The Lord’s Purpose(Con’t)
the Lord has spoken to the saints in Zion through a man who speaks a different language and who is
translating with stammering lips the Sealed Book of Mormon into English. Without that sacred book,
the saints will never be able to establish the New Jerusalem.
Consider the opportunity to push forward the cause of Zion that the Lord gave us. Isaiah
prophesied, “And then will I sing to my well-beloved a song of my beloved touching his vineyard. My well-beloved hath
a vineyard in a very fruitful hill; and he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine,
and built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein; and he looked that it should bring forth grapes,
and it brought forth wild grapes” (Isa 5:1-2)
The United States of America is a very fruitful hill. We used to call it “the breadbasket of the
world.” When the Lord brought the Pilgrims and the Puritans here, He put fences around it: oceans on
the east and west, and a northern and southern border. Then, He removed England, France, Spain,
and Mexico, stones of obstruction to a free government. Meanwhile, He brought descendants of Israel
to this land. The children of Israel are His choice vine. Last, He established the tower. The tower is
His Church to which He gave the fulness of the gospel. When people hear the gospel and believe it,
they repent. They make a covenant in baptism to do God’s will. Afterward, they receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit, which gives them the desire and the power to keep their covenant. The Holy Spirit
working in them produces the fruits of the Spirit, “love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, temperance” (Gal 5:22-23). This is the harvest that the Lord’s ministry should have reaped.
What did the saints produce? They produced “wild grapes.” In the Ozarks where I grew up, we
had wild grapes. We called them “possum grapes.” They were so bitter that only possums would eat
them. Even the birds did not like them. The fruit of the Restoration has been bitterness: the bitter
sufferings of the saints when they were driven from Jackson County and later from Missouri; the
mourning at the deaths of Joseph and Hyrum; the sorrow caused by the break up of the RLDS
Church; and the anguish over the separation of saints who all long for Zion. This are the sour grapes
that came from the first time that the Lord set His hand to recover His people.
The prophet Isaiah foretold what the Lord would do: “It shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord
shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people” (Is 11: 11). The Lord has already set
His hand the second time to establish His Holy City. It should have become become the example of
holiness to the whole world. Although the saints failed the first invitation, we are being given the
opportunity to become part of the second invitation. Peter said “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light” (1P 2:9). The Lord is setting His hand the second time to bring forth the
city set on a hill.
In order to take advantage of this opportunity we must come back into the favor of God. We
do this through repentance. Although we were not guilty of the offense of our forefathers, we are
guilty if we do not correct their errors. Let us remove these mistakes: pride, intolerance, poor charity
towards our fellow man, lack of love for one another, contention, confusion, and division. True,
heartfelt repentance does something special to a person. It makes them humble. That condition gives
us power over the enemy. It helps us overcome many faults. Humility also helps us remember and live
the celestial law of Christ: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself”
(Matt. 22:36-38).
JOSEPH F. SMITH

PREPARING THE FAITHFUL FOR A TIME OF

TRIBULATION AND ZION’S REDEMPTION
Time To Pray
When the Pilgrims realized that they had offended God and received divine punishment, they called a day
of fasting and prayer. Each time the Lord heard their supplications and turned away the pending trial. The saints
have offended God by continuing their separation and judgment of each other. It is time to repent.
We invite all people to join us in prayer and supplication on the third Saturday evening of each month.
This month, we will meet on on the second Saturday in the month, Saturday, July 14 at the Zarahemla Branch,
502 SW 17th St, Blue Springs, MO at 7:00 PM. Note the change in date for this month. We realize that
many live too far to come and invite all interested to form prayer circles where they are. If you hold one in your
area, let us know and we will publish the location.
May the Lord accept our repentance, hear our prayers, and have mercy on Zion.

