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“LAY DOWN THE FENCES AND FIND COMMON GROUND”
z

The Willing & Obedient

z

“See to it that ye trouble not yourselves concerning the affairs of
my church in this place, saith the Lord; but purify your hearts
before me.”
(D&C 105:11b)

OUR CLOSING ISSUE

Joseph F. Smith

is the son of Arthur Smith, the
grandson of Alexander Smith,
and the great-grandson of
Joseph Smith, Jr. He comes in
Christ’s name to invite all
those who believe in the Book
of Mormon and the restored
gospel to prepare for Zion’s
redemption.
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Our Mission:
To bear testimony that God
will save His people and reveal
the sealed portion in Zion.
Come and believe. Repent by
stop quarreling. The Lord will
pour His righteousness on those
who do and unify them.

In late Spring, Joseph
decided to create an entity
called The Cause of Zion. It
was chartered as a not-for profit
corporation by
the State of
Missouri on
June 6, 2018.
Meanwhile,
The Cause of
Zion created a
web site. It has
developed an
email distribution list and posted methods to
collect donations.
On Thursday, July 26,
Joseph decided that he
preferred The Cause of Zion to
collect donations for his
ministry. He also decided that
in the future it would prepare
and distribute his newsletter.

Joseph Smith Ministries is
asking all who wish to continue
contributing to Joseph’s ministry
to donate at its site. JSM will
suspend its
operations
with this
newsletter.
All contributions received
after August
30 will be returned to the
contributor.
Please visit
www.thecauseofzion.org/donate
to continue donating.
If you would like to
continue to receive Joseph’s
newsletter, please sign up at
www.thecauseofzion.org/
contact. Thanks to all who have
supported Joseph in the past.

My Testimony

I first met Joseph F. Smith in August 2011. It was 16 years after he delivered his message at
Waldo Restoration Branch. I attended that meeting and was touched by his divinely-inspired invitation
to the saints: “Lay down your differences, find common ground, and work together to build up the kingdom of God on
earth.” I did not help Joseph during those intervening years.
The mission that I felt I was on when I sought an audience with Joseph was to witness the
restoration of the covenant that God made with Joseph Smith, Jr. That covenant specified, “In thee, and
in thy seed, shall the kindred of the earth be blessed” (D&C 107:18). I offered to facilitate and support Joseph if
he would again take up the task to which God had called him in 1995.
We were perplexed about how to achieve any unification. Neither of us had any desire to attract
people from their branches or establish another Restoration church. In fact, Joseph had refused leadership in other groups when it was offered to him. I asked the JCRB leadership to formally invite Joseph
to help that organization grow in unity and attract other saints. For five years we held a few successful
meeting and produced a monthly Newsletter inviting the saints to come together.
In the fall of 2016, Joseph called me. He had been reading Joseph Burton’s vision as recorded in
Infallible Proofs. The vision’s opening scene described war in America. It said, “From the western side of Asia
there arose a great cloud of smoke which rolled westward until it enveloped all Europe, and extended even to America. I
heard a great noise accompanying this smoke, as of heavy artillery, and the clashing of cavalry and arms.” That
morning, the Lord had testified to Joseph that the cloud rising from the western side of Asia is ISIS. He
knew that it would eventually bring destruction and devastation to this continent.
The implication of Joseph’s phone call is obvious. The time of the enemy’s invasion is nearing.
The flood of Islamic refugees into Europe, with all its cultural conflicts, would be followed by a flow of
immigrants into America. War would erupt. The need for the saints to unite and prepare a place of
refuge was obvious, but how could that goal be reached? The differences among the saints are deep.
Even Joseph and I hold different opinions on some fundamental matters, and we could not resolve them.
How could the saints unify under these conditions?
About the same time, Joseph related a dream he had just received. It began with him tending a
fire by an Ozark stream that ran in front of a cabin. It was raining and the rising creek was putting his
fire out. He was trying to relight the fire, but the enlarged creek became a flood and washed it away.
Joseph retreated to the cabin’s covered porch. That is when I showed up with a change of clothes. After
he changed, we watched the swollen creek rise and come within inches of the porch. The water was
muddy. Soon the water gradually grew clear, the rain stopped, and the creek began receding. As it did,
a man with a backpack showed up and told us that he was ready to go to work.
I knew before Joseph and I went to Brazil that something special would happen. Before we went,
the Lord had prepared us. We already understood that the latter-day work was divided into two
invitations separated by a day of judgment on the Gentiles, but
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My Testimony(Con’t)
we were not prepared for what we encountered. It is the missing ingredient that will bring the saints
together.
The foundational premise for everything that transpired after our arrival is this revelation: there
is no one among the elders in the land of Zion whom the Lord can use to warn His people.
Joseph and I were taught that lesson the first day there. As I look back on the history of the church
during my lifetime, the saints have proved this premise over and over again. We know destruction and
devastation is at our doorsteps, but the many warning voices go unheeded. Worse, no person, nor group
of people, is able to unite the saints. Joseph is no exception.
While in Brazil, we saw and handled the sword of Laban and the golden plates. Not only were
the artifacts of ancient and meticulous workmanship, but the presence of the Holy Spirit was
overwhelming. Both gave undeniable testimony that Moroni had indeed given the plates to Mauricio
Berger and that he was appointed to translate part of them.
We also received a mission and a promise. We were to return to the land of Zion and bare our
testimony. Some would believe. God would pour His righteousness on those who did and unify His
people. We were not to ask anyone to leave the group in which they worshipped or form a church. Once
Mauricio translates the Sealed Book of Mormon, he will send it to Joseph F. Smith. It will show the
united saints how to live righteously in Zion. Under Joseph’s direction, they will build the Temple on the
dedicated spot. Jesus will come to it and read the rest of the sealed portion.
As directed, Joseph and I took six other witnesses back to Brazil. On Sunday, March 4, 2018 all
eight witnesses saw the plates together. Joni, one of the witnesses who saw Moroni give Mauricio the
plates and heard his instructions, brought them in a backpack. That is where Mauricio keeps them.
When we first met Mauricio, Joseph told me that he was the man who appeared in his dream.
All eight witnesses examined the golden plates, the repaired interpreter, and the new one. In our
presence, Mauricio and Joni opened part of the sealed portion. About 15 days before our visit, the Lord
stretched the pins keeping it locked, exposing two parts to the sealed portion. We watched as 42 plates
were turned over for the first time in nearly 1500 years. Their brightness and curious characters dazzled
each of us. We all marveled at the exquisitely imprinted plate that covers the Sealed Book, which Jesus
will read in the Temple. It depicts the heavenly Zion descending to Jesus in the land of Zion as He stands
under a protective dome. It shows the seven churches, the two witnesses in Jerusalem, devastation in
America, and Moroni with the golden plates. That plate alone is a stunning witness to the divinity of the
promise that Zion will yet be and the city of Enoch will yet descend to it.
Joseph and I understood the meaning of his dream about the fire, flood and appearance of the
man who was ready to work. Joseph had been trying to bring the saints together, but those efforts had
failed. Mauricio had come to us with the plates that he carried in his backpack and was ready to go to
work translating them. That work would allow Joseph’s mission to eventually succeed.
Implied in these events is the need for our Lord to intervene in the land of Zion. He must remove
the obstacles that hinder. Just as the muddy creek’s water became a pure stream, the people in the land of
Zion must unify. We must become one with each other and with our Lord. Only then will the saints be
prepared to receive the Sealed Book of Mormon, which is currently being translated. Only then will they
be able to build the Temple. Sadly, the land of Zion is like the rest of the world. Since only “the willing
and obedient shall eat the good of the land of Zion in these last days . . . the rebellious shall be cut off out of the land of
Zion, and shall be sent away, and shall not inherit the land” (D&C 64:7a-b).
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PREPARING THE FAITHFUL FOR A TIME OF

TRIBULATION AND ZION’S REDEMPTION
As Joseph Smith Ministries draws its past efforts to a close, I invite all the saints to lay aside their differences
and fears. We are all one body and, though the agitation and consternation of the past 35 years have injured all of
us, the time of our union and redemption is near.
Nephi saw a day when the abominable church would be established among all the nations of the Gentiles.
We live in that day. It is polarizing Americans, threatening our freedom, and destabilizing our government. He
also saw how the Lord would save His people: “I, Nephi, beheld the power of the Lamb of God, that it descended upon the
saints of the church of the Lamb, and upon the covenant people of the Lord, who were scattered upon all the face of the earth; and they
were armed with righteousness and with the power of God in great glory” (1N 3:230-231). That outpouring will prepare the
saints for the reception of the Sealed Book of Mormon. I invite all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ to believe
our testimony, repent of their divisions, and prepare themselves to receive the descent of that righteousness.
Two of the three witnesses in Brazil asked me to stay a few extra days this past March. I did. They gave
some additional instructions from Moroni. My testimony of what happened and the instructions that I received
must wait for a later day, a day after the saints are united. May the Lord bless His people and stretch His
redeeming hand to rescue His work is my constant prayer.
Bob Moore

